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CrfAPT^lR ON& 
buccaneer’s cay 

In ail prohability it was the burly negro slrtpper of the 
sponging sloop who startfd the story syad caused all the 
trouble, for m the long sail from Anona to Buccaneer’s 
C*iy* Hewlett entertained his companions with tales 
of the pirates’ tres^ures which according to local 
traditions ware buried on some of the nu mgy atis islands. 
And the skipper, hearing a part of a story or catchinjl^ 
some of the conversation, might Well have jumped to 
the conclusion that the scientist and his party were on 
a scanch/^r buried treasure. 

Bo they were, in a way. Not treasures of gold and silver 
and gems, hidden by long-dead pirates, however, but 
scientific treasures in the shape of remains of ;he pre- 
Columbian people who had inhabited the islands in the 
distant past. 

It was because Buccaneer’s Cay was rarely vlbited by 
any human beings^ and was wholly uninhabited, and 
because it was fairly«honeycombed with caves according 
to all reports, and thefirefore was a most promising spbt 
whereon to discover ayrcKacological specimen! that would 
AfA hew light on the ancient unknoW race, that Dr. 
Hewlett had selected the remote bk of land as the locale 
for his annual^ expedition. ^ 

* Cay it Uw^mnith word a taudt island, n la prdaoimocd aiy-ct 
and It tbe eqidtsltat of tba Englidi ward key wkteh » a cor- 

niption ot elM Sraniito wov^t for acaSnplck the Flonda j^a^a. <ilLaxJ^cat 
(a cotrupuon of Cayo HtteWh 

tu 
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Aside from the scientist there was Pria^ 

christened Martha, (lis secretary sCnd hicidratally his 
niece, whose freckled face,‘lo,w-^i&hcd voice and boyish, 
fnanners were so Out of tunc*^ with her name diat from 
the time she had learned to walk she irad been known to 
every one as "Jimmy.” 

Then there was Tom Hinsdale, the sdentist^s assistant 
and right-hand man; big, deliberate reminding one of 
a good-natured bear, and the lasT person in the world that 
any^onc would suspect of being an archxol^gbt, despite 
the fact that he was an acknowledged authority on the 
Mayae, Toltccs, Aztecs, Chibchas andwother early American 
races * 

^The fourth member of the party was Joseph Tigandi^ 
familiarly and alwayi known as " Gandi,” a Carib Indian 
youth whom Dr. Hewlett had annexed during a trip to 
Guiana, and who acted in the capacity of )>o^%serVant, 
camp boy, cook and map-of-all-work for the scientist, 
and whose instinctive ability to explain the use and 
purpose of puzzling artifacts had proved invaluable on 
many an occasion. 

Finalljr there was Sam, a long, lanky, gangling, grin¬ 
ning Negro who, at the last minute, had begg^ Dr. Hew¬ 
lett to hire him “For to work, chief,” and upon being 
interrogated as to just what work he could do, replied 
so unexpectedly: “Ah speculate ^ can ’complish-most 
anything what dpes necessitate cqmmon sense, diicf,* 
that the scientist employed him then and tnere. 

“Any man who can do that ts a treasure,” declattd 
Dr. Hewlett as he told the others of the ne^ addition to 
their parqr. 

“ He c^'t look as if he^d ever done a stroke of hard 
worf in his life,” observed Tom, who was prone to judge 
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mec by tbdr physical derdopment. a grin 

may hdp so*amuse us. That face, and that mouth 
'with the yawning ^id t^ere his hront teeth should be 

are enough tp m^e any\me laugh.**^ , 


It was soon apparent that whatever Sam’s virtues or 
failings might bt he was no gossip, and although lend* 
ing a hand to trim sail or to steer, be regaled the 
sloop’s captain apd the one sailor as inferiors, never 
chatting nor hobnobbing with them, but remaining 
aloof, and declaring, when Tom happened to mention 
his attitude, "They stupid spigotty niggers, chief, and 


Ah’m a British subject Ah is, and Ah ain’t lower 
me dignifkation to ’sodate with thei^^^pede, no, sir, 
chief." • 


Sam ther^ore was freed of all suspicion of having 
spun any highly-colowed yams to the black skipper 
and hi« even bladgcr deckhand, so as I have said, and 
as all menihers of the expedition were convinced, it 
was probable that aU the troubles were the result of 
the scientist’s stories of treasure*trove and jthe vivid 


imagination of the ebon-skinned captain. 

That a most matter-of-fact scientist should have 
beguiled the time by telling tales of pirates and pirates’ 
loot may seem strange. In fact, any one might reasonably 
assume that he and his companions, with the exception 
of Qandi, being scientists on a scientific exp^tion, would 
liave conversed onjy^of the glyphs, artifacts, crania, 
crematory urns and other objects which they hoped to 
iSSsinter on Bucdneer’s Cay. But Dr. Hewlett was a 
decidedly unusual of scientist, for when not actiVbly 

engaged 4n* collectixfl;, classifying and labelling hb 
specimens and writing learned monographs dp hb dis¬ 
coveries, he cast Science to the winds devoted hhnself 
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to his favourite hobby of romantic and lystoric deeds 
and personages of the past. 

Hence, being in a locality tha(* fairly reeRed with' 
romance, history end piratical associations, j»t is not 
strange that he and his companions should have talked 
of freebooters and their reputed treasures rather than of 
archaeological matters, until Buccaneer’s Cay hove in 
sight over the stubby bowsprit of the sloop. 

It was a sizeable»,island, fouri^or five miles in length 
by t^o or three miles in width, with rocky shores for 
the most part and with its highest point^bar^ly one 
hundred feet above the sea. Inland,^ large trees towered 
above the den^iunHe of smaller growth alon(^ the shores. 
^Off tlic soutliem end of the day was a sandy islet 
overgrown with coarse grass and stunted trees above 
the stretch of its pink beach, its®eastern tip ending in a 
rocky point and its opposite extremity formii^g mud 
flats overgrown with maryjrove trees. 

Shifting his helm slightly, the sloop’s skipper headed 
his craft tfor a narrow opening among the mangroves, 

** The Buccaneer’s Cay ” Dr. Hewlett announced as the 
vresscl slijjped in between the trees and the sails came 
clattering down. Then, to the skipper—“ Is there a spring 
or fresh water on the cay ? ” ^ 

“ Quim sahe ? ” replied the Negro,“ Me, myself, never 
Ian’ on dis cay.” 

“ Hinm, well, I expect there is,’^ rffnarked the scientist 
as they loaded their dunnage into the small boat and 
prepared to disembark. 

‘*Gotum pknty water,” declared the Carib. “Must 
fogr hav'eum water where gotum* balli tree. cMe make 
findum.”^* 

“ Nbtiung like having an aborigine with tis,” remarked 
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Tom. “ Noib I wouldn’t have known a balli .tree from 
fuiy other bafly *tfees. But it would seem that' they 
. indicate &ie presence^of wjitcr. I hope Gandi locates the 
reservoirt«iear#a good camp site.” , 

"I hope it’s at. the other end of the island and that 
Uncle makes you oi^r water-boy,” grinned Jimmy. 
“You need exercise, Tom, and you’ll never take it unless 
you’re forced to pr you get so interested in digging 
that you forget it’s resdly work. And after you have 
toted water .you’d be too tired to make such atrocious 
puns.” 

Tom chuckled. “Oid you ever see a cat take exercise?” 
he asked htt*. “Yet cats arc always in c^'^'tion.” 

A momenjt later tlie boat grated on the sandy bant 
beyond the area of the mangroves fnd Sam sprang for the 
shore. • 

“ Meigo hrvdum water,” observed the Carib as the others 
commenced discharging the ly^at’s cargo of boxes, bales 
and camping equipment. By the time the last of the 
load was safe on shore the Indian returned. • 

“Me findum,” he announced tersely. “Plenty good 
water.” , 

“Fine!” commented the scientist. “No need to worry 
on that score.” • 

“How far awayr” Tofn wanted to know. “Hope it 
isn’t on the other side^of the cay.” 

“Not too far,” Gandi told him. “M^be must cutum 
road. Bush plcnty;,bad.” 

“Break open the case with the machetes, Tom,” s^aid 
Dr. Hewlett^ Then, ^ he distributed th^ implements, 
“1 suppose you can use a machete, Sam.” 

“Yaas indeed, chief,” the Negro assured him ^“Where¬ 
about you wish the road cut, chief?” 
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" Mebbe cutum this side,** Gandi told hiixv slashing at 
a clump of thorny acacia bushes. 

Sam stepped forward and with a* seemingly (rifortless 
•s^ing felled a two-inch tree at ^single blo\y. 

“Whew!” ejaculated Jimmy. “That boy sure swings 
a wicked machete. Why, he walks into that jungle like 
a circus rider through a paper-coVered hoop.” 

With the Carib leading the way and with Sam slashing 
to right and left, apd with Ton^,and Dr. Hewlett doing 
their^ part by trimming and clearing the roughly-cut 
trail, they proceeded rapidly inland, until the Jungle 
growth near the shore gave w'ay tot more open forest. 
Skirting a lo^^Jj^ill, Gandi guided the party«to an out¬ 
cropping limestone ridge where a tHckling stream issued 
from the dark entranct of a cavern. 

“ Excellent!” exclaimed the scientist. “ A fine camp site, 
water, and a cliff riddled with caves it.1 am not migtaken. 
I shouldn’t be surprised ^ if the caverns contain an 
abundance of remains. In all probability the aborigines 
had their A’iHage here.” 

With the help of the sloop’s skipper and his sailor the 
dunnage was soon moved to the selected camp site. 
The|L, having been paid for their services and instructed 
to return to tlie cay in a month, the two men sailed away, 
leaving Dr. Hewlett and his cfour *tompanions alone 
upon the forsaken bit of land. 

They had plenty to keep theni ^msy and to occupy 
their minds, and they worked steadily, setting up dieir 
tents, clearing an open space about the camp, erecting a 
wood stove, unpacking implements, tools and provisions, 
until as the sun sank low in the western sky the<camp was 
ready for^fhe night. 



CHAPTER TWO 


A MATTER OF COMMON SENSE 

“I WONDER if there’s ahy game here,” Tom remarked 
when the essential work was completed and he assembled 
his double-barrelled*shotgjin, whidi the only firearm 
the .party possessed, other than the antiquated, muzzle¬ 
loading •fusee that the Carib carried wherever he w^nt, 
despite the “ragging^” of the others. 

“Ask Gan^i, he knows,” Jimmy suggested. “But I’d 
say no. If there were %ny wild beasts here he’d be oui< 
stalking them' with his old gas pipe#” 

“Huh, him plenty gqpd gun,” declared the Indian, 
who •was busy witij^ preparations for dinner. “Him 
killum plenty 

“Sure, he’ll ‘ killum ’ if you poke the muzzle against 
a beast,” laughed Tom. “Just the same I’d about as soon 
be the one shot at as the one doing the shooting, ^ut how 
about it, Gandi, any game here?” • 

“Huh, mebbe ’gouti, mebbe pigeon,” rejflied the 
Indian. “How me sabby? Me no huntum this time. 
Me findum water. m^kcum cooky fillum you belly. 
No have time for look see if gotum game.”. 

Sam chuckled au^iAly and Dr. Hewlett laughed. 
“'That should hold you for a time, Tom,” he said. 
“ No use trying to ^et a rise out of Gandi.” 

Tom grinned good-naturedly and dropping some 
caartridges into his pockets rose. “ Guess I’ll take a stroll 
and see if there is anything worth shooting,” he 
announced. 


X? 
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“Better take Sam along to help you bring back the 
game,” suggested the girl tcasingly*. • 

“No thanks,” Tom told her. ''Most likelj^ he’d fall 
^down and break liis neck and Vd have to carry him back.” 
Climbing the hill, Tom vanished among the trees. 

Presently Gandi turned to Sam. “You sabby cook?” 
he demanded. “Sabby cookum ham? Sabby cookum 
rice, cookum plantain?” 

“ Wa la, me bojt Ah’m a real cook, Ah is,” declared the 
Negro. “ Ah been contemplatin’ you efforts and Ah been 
considerin’ howcomc you imaginate you’sclf is" a cook. 
Ili yi, Ca’ib, you’s just a assistance to a cook. It necessitate 
common sen^for to cook, boy. Just you sccwtlc away on 
whatsoever business you mind’s on and A1|’1I spandulate 
what real cookin’ is.* 

“Ha ha I So we have a clicf asid didn’t know it!” cried 
Jimmy , . '* 

“I can offer a bettcy opinion after I’ve sampled 
Sam’s culinary efforts,” said the scientist. “ What is it, 
Gandi V\ 

“Please, sir, me like go huntum game same way,” 
replied the Carib. 

“Yes, yes, if you want to go hunting, go ahead,” Dr. 
Hewlett told him. “ I expect Sam’s corpmon or uncommon 
sense will enable liim to fry phmtaiils and ham, boil rice 
and make coffee.” ^ 

Rummaging among his personrl belongings, Gan(}i 
produced his ancient, single-barrelled gun, a flask of 
powder and a pouch of shot, and commenced loading the 
inefficient-looking weapon. 

« “Wa la!” exclaimed Sam as *he gazed at the gun. 
“ What jf5u insinuate, callin’ tliat a gun ? That a hzz- 
booifl-bam, that what he are.” 
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“And what, piay I ask, is a * fizz-boom-bam ’Jimmy 
asked him. 

Sam griAned and rttbbed his chin. “Well, mistress, 
Ah ’spect he rightly* w a sffecic of gun. But he a gun 
what don’t make to go ‘ Bang! ’ w'hcn he trigger pulled,' 
but go ‘ Fizz-boom-bam! * like Ah says. Yaas, mistress, 
that what he docs. Ah se^ he plenty of times when Ah in 
the bush. Seems like the Buck boys (Indians) ’prcciatc 
that specie of gun. l^ut B^ick boys donjt make no hum- 
buggin’ with game, mistress. But it surely and for true 
need corflmon sense for to kill w'hatsoever with a fiSz- 
boom-bam, and that the truth, mistress.” 

Presently tjje sound of a gunshot came to them from 
the woods in the direetton that Tom had taken. 

“That sounds as if Tom had foi^d game,” observed 
Jimmy. , 

A f€w^ moments laj:er there was a second report, and 
Sam chuckled.* “Seems like we bound for have fresh 
meat,” he said. “ But it too late for to intercept the cookin’ 
of the ham now.” 

As he finished speaking there was a faint and feeble 
report from the opposite direction, soundirfg, as Dr. 
Hewlett remarked, “ Like a firecracker gone wroftg.” 

“ That’s Gandi’s ‘ fizz-boom-bam,”’ laughed Jimmy. 
“I w^onder what he fired aj.” 

Dr. Hewlett laughed. “Judging from the sound of 
Gandi’s weapon I shc^uM suspect he might’ have shot a 
hummingbird. But judging from past experience I 
shouldn’t be surprised if he’d killed an elephant if 
pachyderms were to be found on the cay.” fhen, to Sam 
—You appear to be rasher familiar with the Buck boys’ 
ways, Sam.” 

“Yaas, sir, chief,” the Negro assured him. “/)h4>cen, 
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roamin’, chief. Ah homed and growed up in Demerara, 
and there plenty bush and plenty Backs'in Demarara for 
true. Yaas, sir, chief, and Ah ’passed plenty time ip 
Panama, too, anckin Peru, ail:d Ah meet Puck? hereabout 
’ and thereabout, and Ah reach the assumption that a Buck 
is a Buck wheresoever or howsomever he dwells or 
whatsoever tribe he is, and that the truth.” 

“Goodness, I didn’t realise we had such a travelled 
Man Friday,” Jinjmy told hin;, 

“Hallo, here’s Tom,” exclaimed Dr. Hewlett as Hinsdale 
appeared. “What luck, Tom?” 

“Just a couple of pigeons,” the,other replied tossing 
down the birds he had shot. “ Didn’t I heair someone fire 
’a gun? Wonder who’s on the ca^ besides ourselves.” 

“ No, you didn’t heir a gun,” said Jimmy. “ You merely 
heard a ‘ fizz-boom-bam.’ Gandi went hunting also.” 

“Well, if he gets one of those pigeons witl^ his old 
gas pipe he’s a wonder^” Tom declared! “They’re as. 
wild as hawks.” 

“We’ll soon know,” said the scientist. “If I’m not 
mistaken he’s coming now. Funny he should make such 
a noise. He usually goes and comes like a ghost.” 

“There he is!” cried Jimmy. “Golly, what-Why, 

he’s carrying some big-” 

“A pig!” exclaimed Dr. Hcwvlett.* “I said I shouldn’t 
be sur{>rised if he killed an elephant, and I suppose a wild 
boar is the nearest thing to it oil ijiis island.” 

The Carib slipped the heavy burden from his shoulders 
and flexed his arms in relief. “ Mebbe me no gotum gun, 
gbtum fizz-hoom-bam,” he remarked. “All same me 
J^illum this feller pig. How you iikeum?”" t 

“Looks as if the joke is on me,” laughed Tom. “If 
youcafi shoot a hog of that size with what you call a 
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gun, may tht Lord have pity on the wild life if you ever 
.do get a good |;im in your hands, Gandi.” 

“But rdidn’t know thg-e were wild boars here,” said 
the girl. y“ Wljat an ugly-K)oking beaat he is I I’d hate tp 
have one go for me with those big tusks.” 

“It seems a shame to have to waste so much good 
meat,” mused Tom. “But we couldn’t eat that beast in 
a month.” 

“We don’t make to waste he, chkf,” declared Sam. 
“No sir. Sogn’s ever Ah done complete you dinner 4^*11 
make to babricot that gentleman for true, yaas, sir. And 
when he babricot he bound to last fresh as long as is. 
chief.” 

“What on earth is ' babricot?’” Tom inquired. 

“ A method of curing meat by snSoking it,” the scientist 
explained. “It’s universally employed by tlie Indians of 
South America. But come on, dinner’s served^.^ You’ll 
have a chance to see Sam demgnstrate the process later.” 

“It appears that our Man Friday is a real graduate 
chef,” Jimmy informed Tom as they seated themselves 
at the camp table. “And a much travelled man also,” 
she added. “I fear Gandi’s cooking days^ may be 
temporarily a| an end.” 

“ Guess you’re right,” mumbled Tom. “ Maybe hunger’s 
a good sauce, as th^old saying has it, but it seems to me 
this food has a flavour Gandi never managed to impart 
to his cooking. And, curried rice! How did you know 1 
liked curry, Sam?” 

“That just a matter of common sense, chief,” the 
Negro replied. “ Most gentlemens of portlywronstructidns 
and complected in thc*manner of youself does like curry 
for true, chief.” 

“Will wonders never cease!” laughed Dr. tl^lett. 
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** Not only is Sam a wonderfully good coob as this meal 
provds, and a real tropical tramp, bur in Addition he is a 
keen and observant student of humkn nature.” ^ 

' ^ “ First time any one ever (ikred tell m^ I’me portly,” 

grinned Tom. 

The meal over, Sam began his preparations for babri- 
cotting the hog which he and Gahdi had dressed at some 
distance from the camp, and Tom, who had never wit¬ 
nessed the process,, watched w^th interest. Cutting a 
nun^ber of green branches the Carib and S;^m erected a 
grid-like platform about eighteen inches above the earth. 
Raking the coals from the dying camp fire they placed 
them beneath the grid and, throwing on. carefully- 
selected twigs and leaves soon hdd a hot, smoky fire 
going. Placing the (fiarters of the boar on the grid, 
Sam watched them while Gandi«ate. Then, turning the 
meat oyer, he left Carib to attend to it while he, dined. 
By this time the fire had di^ed down, and leaving the pork 
to take care of itself, the two men busied themselves 
washing and cleaning up. 

“Is that all there is to it?” Tom asked as the two men 
removed the meat from the grid. 

“There’s a lot more to it than you sec,” Dr. Hewlett 
told him. “ The secret of good babricojting lies in select¬ 
ing the right kind of wood and^eave^ to cure and smoke 
tlie meat without imparting a taste of creosote and 
without scorching the meat. Notice the colour of that 
pork. It’s a clear bright red, not brown or black, and yet 
if you cut into it you’ll find it white, tender and juicy, 
anJ it will rcni^ain that way indefinitely.” 

^Wasn’t that the way the buccaneers cured meat which 
gave thcm*their name?” Jimmy wanted to know. 

“Nc^^lter uncle told her, “the dried beef or ‘bucan* 



A MATTER OF SENSE ^3 

was quite different, being merely strips of beef dried in 
<Jie sun ojover fircsrhard, tough ?nd leathery stuff.” 

Tom lAghed. “J guess^^ating that is what made the 
buccaneers so sough and leathery,” h# said. , 

“ In that case yc^u should wake up to-morrow morning 
with slant eyes and a yellow skin—after eating so much 
curry,” Jimmy told him. 

Tom yawned. “ Don’t care if I wake up a Chink or a 
Hindu,” he declared. “TPhe curry was bully good, and 
anyhovf^ in order to wake up a fellow has to go to sleep. 
Tni turning in.” 



CKAPTER* THl^EE, 

JIMMY MAKES SOME DISCOVERIES 

Sam, banging on a tin pan and shouting “fireside,” 
aroused every one*the next mocming. 

T^om, rubbing his eyes, glanced about, blinking. 
•* Whew, it doesn’t seem as if I*d been asleep ten minutes,” 
he declared. 

“I guess Sam’s alarm clock must be fast,said Jimmy 
as she yawned and stretched. *‘^t isn’t even daylight 
yet.” 

“Fine!” exclaimed Dr. Hewlett. “Early to bed and 
early tO'rise, you know. Where’s Gaadi ^ • 

“ He gone take a walk tp the shore for to have a swim, 
chief,” Sam replied, “Ah taken mine aforetime, chief.” 

“You are an early bird!” laughed Jimmy. “Why, Sam, 
you must have gone for your swim while it was yet 
dark.” ^ 

“Yaas, miss,” grinned the Negro, “but Ah’s so dark 
meself it don’t matter. Ah was considerin’ that maybe 
you’d ’preciate a swim afore absiirbindtin’ of your brekfus, 
so Ah arouse you in plenty time, miss.” 

“Say, that’s a good idea,” declan^d Tom. “I’ll bet a 
plunge in salt water would take the sleep from one’s 
eyes.” 

^‘I’m with lyou,” cried the girl. “Comf on, Doctor, 
snap into a bathing suit and we’ll dll try Sam’s appetiser.” 

Refreshid and thoroughly wide awake the party sat 
dowi#*i.‘S^ their first morning’s meal on the cay. 

• 24 
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**1 think our best plan is to separate and each explore 
A cave,** said the seicntist. **That will save time,* and 
.any one ^ho finds traces of former human occupants of 
a cavern will summon the^thers.” e 
"Suppose we all find traces?” Jimmy asked. 

“Not likely to,'* Tom told her. “These cays weren’t 
densely inhabited, and the aborigines were sociably 
inclined. Probably all lived together like a happy family 
in one cave. All ready? V^t’s get start^ then.” 

Armed with machetes and electric torches the party 
set out* each selecting one of the numerous caverns in 
the hill. For a time the earth swallowed them up and no 
sounds issued from the caves. Then a shout from Tom 
brought the others hihrying to his cave. “Guess this is* 
the prehistoric apartment house,”*he announced, as he 
led the way into the big limestone cavern. “See here.” 
He pointed to the smoke-blackened rocky roof and walls, 

. and swinging the beam of his torch, showed the others a 
high pile of broken shells at one side of the cave. 

“ Hmm, not a doubt of it,” agreed Dr. Hewlett. “ And 
plenty of debris in which to dig. Gandi, bring along the 
picks and shovels.” * 

A few moments later the three men were shovelling 
aside die accumulated bits of broken rock that had 
fallen from the rooP, the dust of ages, and the other loose 
material that covered the floor of the cave., 

Sudd«ily Tom drpppcd to his knees, began scraping 
aside die finer d6bris with his hands, and uncovered a 
wooden paddle. 

“Fine I” exclaimed Dr. Hewlett as he •examined "it. 

“It is very nearly perfect. I think we-” His sentence 

was interrupted by a shout from the girl whef had been 
searching about in the farther recesses of the cav0ii 
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“See what /*vf found!” she cried. “Here^ their living- 
room—in here. You’re out in the kifchen, I guess.” 

Dropping their tools, the qthers* hprried to her to find 
her holding a carvCd wooden stool. “ I fouad it’bn a ledge 
of the rock,” she told them. “And lool^ over here. Aren’t 
those carvings on the wall?” , 

Quite excited over the new discoveries the men com¬ 
menced a thorough exploration of the cave, and finally 
began digging in a recess vfhich Jimmy laughingly 
declared must have been the Indians’ --china closet, 
judging by the number of fragments of pottery scattered 
about. As the air became filled with fine impalp.?ible dust 
^from the men’s labours, the girl left the scent of activities 
and, wandering about the cave, discovered a narrow fissure 
in one of the rocky Avails. The light from her electric 
torch flashing into the dark Opening revealed a cleft 
Icading' to a second cavern, and squeezing through tlie 
aperture, she found herself in a cave even larger than the 
one she had just left. 

Above* her head countless stalactites gleamed and 
glistened with prismatic colours in the light of her torch. 
Great stj^lagmites rose from the floor, and in many 
places the two joined to form great stone columns and 
pillars reaching from floor to roof, vhilc in other spots 
huge masses of the “dripstohe” spread in fan-shaped 
slopes like cataracts transformed ^to solid rock. Some of 
the formations were spotless white;, others were tinted 
with pale rose, yellow, brown or deeppred, and, fascinated 
by^ the beauty and the weirdness of the formations, 
Jimmy wandered about flashing her light here and there 
ind exclaiming in delight. There were no signs of the 
cave e^rlbaving been occupied and at last the girl turned 
to rdlrace her steps and rejoin the men in the outer 
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cavern. Then, i^s she glanced about looking for the cleft 
through wliich ^She 'had entered, she uttered a half- 
suppressed ^exclamatioif of surprise and felt a sudden 
fear as she reali^d thkt she ifadn't the least idea of where 
the entrance was. But it was only a momentary sensation, ' 
and, confident that'she could easily find the fissure, she 
began searching the cavern walls. This, however, was not 
so easy or so simple as it might seem, for the columns of 
limestone, the stalactites Ranging fror^ the ceiling and 
the stalagmites rising from the uneven rock floor of the 
cave presented her from following the walls without 
making numerous detours and retracing her steps to 
peer into the 5^adows behind the masses of rock. Still she 
was not really alarmed,*for the cave was not very large 
and she felt confident that if necessary she could attract 
the attention of the men in the outer cavern by shouting. 
But she ^as determined she would not do tliis unless she 
failed utterly to locate the elusive cleft, for she knew tKat 
if she did she would be in for a fearful “ ragging” from 
Tom for having lost herself in a small cave. Buj where 
was that opening? she wondered. She had searched every 
yard of the walls on two sides of the cavern without 
finding an opening of any sort large enough Tor the 
passage of a cat and she was almost on the point of 
giving up and shouting when, rounding a big column 
^of dripstone, she came unexpectedly upon a .wide fissure. 
Almost instantly, however, she realised that it was not 
the cleft, through which she had entered. It was much 
wider, and peering ^nto the opening she was surprised 
to see that instead of being dark and shadowij the tunnel*- 
like passage was quite bi^ghtly illuminated by light from 
some invisible source concealed by a turn of the cleft. 
**It must be another entrance leading to the ouu^ of 
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the hill,** she thought to herself, as sna|>ping off her 
electric torch, wliich was no lon^d- needled, she steppe^ 
into the passage and hurried i^rward. But as sfte rounded 
;the bend and came<n sight of the outer entrance she halted, 
gazing in surprise at the scene before her, for the stretch 
of landscape framed by the mouth of the tunnel was 
unlike anything she had seen on the island. 

In the distance stretched the shimmering blue sea shot 
with patches and ctreaks of tuwquoise and lilac over sand 
bars and coral reefs, and breaking in lazy wavelets of 
white upon a beach of pink coral sand. Above the beach, 
coconut palms swayed in the breez*i. 

^ For a space Jimmy stood drinking in the beauty of the 
scene and quite thrilled at having made,such an un¬ 
expected discovery oft the little cay. 

“ Won’t tlie others be surprised when I tell them about 
thiii’^she thought. “ And what a lovely spo^ for our damp, 
ril make them move over here right away. There must • 
be fresh water where there’s so much grass, and what a 
perfect bathing beach, and coconuts!” 

Anxious to explore the newly discovered portion of 
the islat^d Jimmy hurried down the slope and through 
the knee-high Bahama grass towards the beach. The 
meadow was only a few hundred yar/Js in width and she 
had covered half the distance‘when she w'as startled by 
a terrifying bellow from somewhere near at hand. For¬ 
getting for the moment that ther^ were no large wild 
animals on the islands, Jimmy turned frightened eyes in 
the direction of the sound, half expecting to see a huge 
^savage beast of some sort. And sure enough, the beasts 
were there: big dun-coloured creatures staring at her 
from where they had appeared from behind a clump 
of.l^S' palmettoes. “Why, they’re only cows!” she 
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exclaimed witia a laugh at her own momentary fright, 
“^ut I didn't know-^*—” Her mental sentence was never 
hnished, f<5f at that instant^ne of the “cows” lowered its 
head, and^ with another loud and uKniLstakable angry ^ 
bellow charged straight for her. And following on the 
heels of the enraged bull came the rest of the herd. For 
an instant Jimmy felt paralysed with terror, and utterly 
unable to move. Then with a shrill scream she turned 
and raced for dear life towards the ensraiice to tlie cave. 
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It was fortunate for Jimmy that the entrance to the 
cave was not farther away, for as it was the charging 
cattle were far too close for comfort, an<} she cx|>cctcd 
to feel herself tossed in the air by their horns or trampled 
under their hoofs as she raced parting and filled with 
terror up the hill. And as with a last mad dash she 
reached the narrow opening in the rocks and threw 
herself within, the kig bull’s wicked horns were not a 
yard behind her. » 

“ Whtw she panted as she dro^iped cxhausteiJ Ki the 
security of the cleft ai\d strove to regain her breath.. 
“That was close!” Then, wdth a shudder at the mere 
thought—“Golly, supposing I had stumbled!” 

Returning to the cave, she resumed her interrupted 
search f9r the passage to the outer cavern which she soon 
discovered. 

“Well, where have you been?” de^ianded Dr. Hewlett 
as the men glanced up from thtir laliours at her approach. 
“One moment you were here helping us and the next 
instant you had vanished.” o 

“I’ve been having adventures,” declared the girl. “I 

found another cave and-” 

'“Don’t teM us you found more remains,” Tom inter- 
niptcd. “We’ve enough material right here to keep us 
husy for*a month.” 

no more remains,” Jimmy replied, “but the 

30 
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loveliest place-Vwith a beautiful beach and green grass 
and coconuts. Just think how nice a cool green coconut 

Viould tastfc after all^tftis dyst in your throats. I- 

“What on ear^h are you talking about?” the scientist 
wanted to know. “First another cave and then beaches 
mxd coconuts. Do be lucid, Jimmy.” 

‘*Oh, she’s just wandering in her mind,” chuckled Tom. 
“Is that so?” retorted the girl. “If you don’t believe 
me, come and see—and I almost hope you get chased by 
a bull, top!” . , 

“Good Lord, the child’s getting worse and worse!” 
exclaimed,Tom. “No’v she has a bull in the other cave. 
Next thing it«will be filled with diamonds like Aladdin’s 
cave.” 

“ Don’t be silly!” cried Jimmy. “I ‘^lidn’t say there was 
a bull in the cave or a beach and coconuts there either. 
If you*ll /3nly bp quieip and listen instead of interrupting^ 
Tmay be able to explain,” , 

“Very well, we’re all ears,” Tom assured her; “now, 
fire away and let’s have the yam.” • 

“And you think that would be a fine place for our 
camp, do you!” chuckled Dr. Hewlett, when Jimjny had 
told them of her experiences. “Personally 1 prefer to 
forgo the beach an|l coconuts rather than have such 
inhospitable neighbours.” ’ 

“Me, too,” said Tom. “I never did like playful cattle. 

* But what gets me is what those beasts arc doing here, if 
the cay is uninliabitcd.” 

“ The answer is the same as for the pigs,” the scientist 
told him. “Wild descendants of cattle placed on the 
island years ago. Perhaps by the buccaneers to insure a 
supply of fresh meat when they required it.” 

“Thoughtful old pirates,” commented Tom. a 
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nice pot roast or a porterhouse steak woi/id go mighty 
well. Wonder if I coiild kill a stder With a shotgun^*^ 

* Maybe Gandi could—yith * his fizz-bdom-bam,’! 
]lai'gh -‘d Jimmy. *' He seems to bring hoipc the baco% so 
periiaps he can bring home the berf. We’ll let you 
supply the feathered game, Tom.” 

“That’s what you think,” he snorted. “Just wait until 
I go after them. You won’t see me running away from 
any ‘ cow.’” 

; Don’t forget the old adage—‘ he who fights and runs 
away,’ you know,” the scientist reminded him. “But 
seriously, if these cattle arc like those I have met on 
other uninhabited islands you’ll be wise t# leave them 
alone, for they’re a savage ugly fot, and unless you had 
a high-powered rifle you wouldn’t have a chance of 
killing one of them. Besides,he added, “we’re here 
to collect archaeological specimens and nojc to hunt** wild 
cattle. And as for you, Jimmy, don’t go on any more, 
exploring trips alone. These caves are often labyrinths of 
passages and you might easily become hopelessly lost or 
you might fall into some hidden cleft or hole.” 

“And,we can’t afford to waste time hunting for you,” 
grinned Tom. Then, “Isn’t that Sam’s tin pan dinner 
gong I hear? Gosh, 1 feel as if 1 had]\’t had a square meal 
in a week.” 

Although Dr. Hewlett was a most ardent scientist 
and tireless in the pursuit of his arrhieologicai researches, 
he w^as no slave driver and believed thoroughly in temper¬ 
ing work with play. So, the meal over, he suggested 
tiiat they cakl it a day as far as excavating was concerned 
and that while he assorted and'labelled the specimens 
lecured 6y the morning’s work, the others could amuse 
theiflSelves as they diose. 



8A^ BARNS A TITLE ^3 

“You for^^ that I’m your secretary,” Jimmy re¬ 
minded him. haven’t done any hard work and it’s 
.my job tb catalogue the specimens. But Tom’s been 
working 4ike ^ grave-digj^r and deserves a rest. Now, 
I’ve always heard that fishing is about the most restful 
thing a man can do, so why not go fishing, Tom?” 

“That’s got more common sense in it than anything 
you’ve said in a long time,” Tom told her. “There 
should be plenty of fish here. How «d>out it, Sara?” he 
asked, turning to the Negro. 

“ Ah ’spect there’s plenty fish to be cotched, diicf,” Sara 
replied. 

“ Where’s 3he best place and what bait do you use here?” 
Tom asked him. * 

t 

“You boun’ for cotch mostest fish where it make rocky 
bottom,” the cook declared. “Ah don’t rightly know 
whai* specie of fish 5 *ou boun* for find herabout,* but Ah 
-’s|>cct they all agoin’ to deniopstrate they fondness for 
crab. You’ll find plenty of land crabs rutmin’ about, 
chief.” • 

“Better take your gun,” Jimmy called after lum. 
“You might see a flying-fish, you know.” * , 

As Sam had said there were plenty of land crabs and 
“soldier crabs” or,land hermit crabs on the cay, and 
Tom soon had a supply of the crustaceans for bait. It was 
a new experience to be able to watch the fish as they 
gathered about the tempting bait, until ©ne big fellow 
made a rush and seized it. “Well, this is something like 
fishing,” was Tom’s mental comment as he freed the 
hook from his captive’s jaw, and admired-die creature’s 
gorgeous colours. But whoi another and another fish 
had been landed and each was different and alt gleamed 
with brilliant hues, Tom became more interested hi the 
ao. »* 
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Strange colours and forms of the fish than* in capturing 
them, and having secured enough •for t meal he spent 
his time watching the finny inhabitants among the se^ 
growths at the bav^e of the miniature cli§^. 

“Well, look who’s here!” cried Jimmy as Tom appeared 
carrying his string of fish. “And see what he’s brought. 
Do you call those fish, Tom? Ifou didn’t make a mis¬ 
take and pick flowers instead of going fishing, did 
you?” Then, drtiiriping her banter, “Aren’t they lovely 
th^gs! If appearances have anything tg do wdth it 
they should be most delicious. But wdiat sort of* fish are 
they?” 

“Search me,” replied Tom. “Can you tellius, Doctor?” 

“Ifmm, I recognise a few,” the scientist said. “This” 
—indicating an oliti-grccn fish spotted with scarlet— 
“is a rock hind. Here’s a striped grunt, and there are 
a^cl fishes and parrot fishes among them. But,. Tin no 
ichthyologist. Maybe S^m can identify them.” . . 

“I think they’re simply delightful, those names, I 
mean,” declared the girl. “Now what is the name of this 
queer fish, Sam?” 

“llc’s^a trigger-fish, mistress,” Sam told her. 

“What a strange name,” exclaimed Jimmy. “Why do 
you call him that?” ^ 

“The appellation distingiiisK he for the fact he possess 
a trigger,” Sam informed her. “ Look it here, miss. When 
he sec he goin’ have trouble or some shark come hum- 
buggin’ about, he sticks up the spine like so and lock it 
with the trigger like so.” ' 

“Gracious^ what a lot you know, Sam!” the girl 
exclaimed. “ We all thought you’ were so dumb at first 
and nowr we refer to you as if you were a living 
encytlopxdia.” 
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“Yes, you r^cal, you had us all fooled!” laughed Tom. 
“.What’s the ideif, pretending to be stupid?” 

, Sam griAned and dhickled gleefully. “Beggin’ your 
pardon, chief, AJi don’t makC pretend All a stupid nigger. ^ 
But Ah long time absorbinate the fact that a foolish puppy 
makes die most loudest kiwowin’.” 

“Bully for you, Sain!*^ cried the scientist. “You’re a 
pliilosopher, a student of human nature and a sage as 
well as a splendid chef and«omething of an ichthyologist 
in addition.” . , 

Sam scratched his woolly head and looked puzzled. 
“Ah ’speejt you speak che truth, chief,” he said. “But Ah 
don’t rightly* absorbinate the signification of nick-dio 
old-chest, chief.” 

The scientist managed to keep a sober face, but the others 
laughed heartily. “ That’s*a word meaning a person who 
knows ail about fishes,” Dr. Hewlett explained. • . 

* The Negro looked relieved and chuckled. “Ah bound 
for acquire that wwd, chief,” he declared. “Yaas, sir, 
it never too late to learn one thing and another good or 
bad. Would you please for to say it again, chief, so’s Ah 
can fixulate it in me mind?” • 

As the scientist repeated the word, speaking it slowdy 
and distinctly, Sam listened attentively, his lips moving 
silently as he did so. “ Do you think you can remember it 
now?” Dr. Hewlett askt!d him. 

“Yaas, sir. Ah, bound have it fixulate for true, chief,” 
Sam assured him. Ficking up the fish, he turned towards 
the improvised kitchen. “Hi, Ca’ib!” he greeted GancS, 
“Ah got title for true’now. Yaas, my boy, the chief 
bestow me it. Ah ain’t be called cook no nflore, Ah 
ic-ictholgist, and that what you bound for address me as 
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henceforward and hereafter. Yaas, sir, ju^^'like the chief 
Is * Doctor ’ so Ah a ic-ictliologist.*^ • 

As Sam spoke, the Indian stared at him fibcedly with 
^half closed, expi^sioniess *feyes. h^ grunted 

when the Negro finished. "Me no sabby. No speakum 
like so. Mebbe you crazy, me no saliby. Me sabby you 
feller all same cook.” 

“Poor Sami” exclaimed Jimmy, “that must have been 
an awful let down." Then addressing the Negro, who 
w'jis muttering to himself as he wielded, liis fish knife 
savagely, “Never mind, Sam,” she told him, we’ll try 
to remember and use your new title.” 

“Too long,” objected Tom. “We’ll shorten it to 
• Ikky.* How docs that suit you,‘dam?” 

The Negro glanced up, his black face once more wearing 
its habitual grin. “That quito a bit of all right, chief,” 
replicil “And it less discomodious for true,,yes. Ah 
*spect it like referria’ to the doctor as ‘ Doc * like you docs, 
chief.” 



CH*APTER FIVE 


tom’s predicament 

The succeeding days were busy ones for the party on 
Buccaneer’s Cay, and the work of excavating the cave 
proceeded steadily. It haid proved a rich field, and scores 
of specimem ytere daily added to the collection. Althoygh 
the har^i labour of digging ceased at noon, there was 
always plenty to be done. There were specimens to be 
carefully cloaned, labelled and packed, while Jimmy was 
kept busy catalogiiing*thcm and writing page after page 
of notes and descriptions dictated* by Dr. Hewlett and 
Tom. As Candi had no part in this technical work, 
although doing his share of digging, he spent most of .his 
p/temooiis hunting and rarely failed to bring in enougli 
game to keep the camp well supplied with fresh meat. 
But when Tom remarked that a diet of pigeoa and pig 
varied by pig and pigeon was becoming a little monoto¬ 
nous, and that beef w ould be a welcome change, ^nd asked 
the Carib why he didn’t try hunting the wild cattle, the 
Indian replied. “Hhn feller plenty too big for .shootum 
like me. Me sabby ifo cam do. Me sccum. Mcbbc if one, 
two feller cow me make for shootum same way. But him 
feller plenty too many?” 

“Don’t know as I blame you, considering that crazy 
gun of yours,” Tofh told him. “ But first chance I get I’m 
going after fresh beef.” 

“A real beefalo Bill!” laughed Jimmy. “No, your 
name isn’t Bill so that won’t do. It will have to be 
Tom the toreador,’* 
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Tom grinned. “Have your fun,” he said. /But I’ll bet 
you won’t see me turning tail and •running from any 
scrub cattle.” • • 

“Even the best bujl fighters Ikiow enough to ryn some¬ 
times,” the girl reminded him. “Anyhow, f’ll be on hand 
to watch you when you enter the ring.' I’ll stand at the 
entrance to the cave and see the Whole show.” 

Dr. Hewlett, who had been busy with his collections 
and apparently had^paid no attention to what was going 
on, glanced up from his work as Tom took his ^n from 
its case and dropped some loaded shells into his ^>ocket. 
“I tliink a little relaxation might be advisable for me 
also,” he observed, a humorous twinkle ^ his eyes. 
•*I believe I will accompany Jimmy and become an 
interested onlooker at^the slaughter.” 

“That’s O.K. with me,” declared Tom. “I suppose 
the casies.t way to get to the herd is by way of the ca>tes.” 

'“Why, where’s Gandi?” exclaimed die gitl as the three 
turned towards the entrance to the cavern. “I thought 
he’d come along to help carry back the kill.” 

“All ’spect he gone for cotch duck, mistress,” Sam told 
her. “He sUys how there a flock of duck ’mongst the 
mangrov&. Ah sec him make off wif he gun whilst you 
and Master Tom was a-talkin’, miss,” 

No cattle were visible when they ivkched the entrance 
to the second cave and gazed across the little hidden 
valley. But the girl reminded her'companions that none 
had been in sight when she had first discovered the spot 
but had only appeared when she had started towards 
the* beach. Topi loaded his gun with buckshot and started 
off, skirting the edge of the jungle towards the clump of 
palmetto sRrnib where Jimmy had first seen the beasts. 

From their vantage point on the hillside the girl and 
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the sdentist:\could watch his progress quite plainly 
although he kef t to*the cover. 

, “I hope*he doesn’t §et hyrt,” Jimmy remarked as Tom 
neared the spot where he expected to Snd the cattle. ^ 
“No danger of,that,” Dr. Hewlett assured her. “At 
sound of a gunshot those^ cattle will doubtless be frightened 
half out of their wits and will stampede in the opposite 
direction. But it is quite likely he won’t even find the 

herd. They may not remain here alk the time. I-” 

“Oh, jhere they arc!” cried the girl excitedly. “I caiyscc 
that same bull wlio chased me standing back of that tallest 
palmctuv I wonder if Tom secs them.” 

“Obviously he docs,” replied the scientist. “He’s 
crouching apd working his way along that little gully 
with the fringe of higher granss and*wceds.” 

Watching intently, tlie two saw Tom approach the 
cattlfe. , Some .were*lying down, contentedly •chewing 
tlicir cuds, others were grazing^ while the old bull kept 
guard, apparently oblivious of an enemy so near. A 
short distance from the bull two well-grown calves were 
playfully butting each other and were almjost within 
gunshot of Tom crouching in the grass. , 

“If he shoots at them he’ll have a mad cow father 
Instead of a moth^jr after him,” remarked the scientist. 
“But as I said, the chanct^ arc that at sound of a shot 

tlie-” Ilis w^ords were interrupted by the flash and 

report of Tom’s gun-^and one of tlic calves leaped in the 
air and fell back kicking feebly. Instantly every member 
of the herd was (fn its feet, but instead of stampeding, 
as Dr. Hewlett had predicted, they stood, twitching their 
tails, pawing the ground, snorting and apparently at a 
loss to locate the source of the unwonted attack. It was 
then that Tom did a very foolish thing. The calf h<fU not 
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been killed outright and was still kicking/ and to put 
an end to its sufferings Tom fired the second barrel of, 
his gun at the wounded creature. Instantly, with a deep 
bejjow the bull charged, followed by the entire herd. 
Jimmy screamed. “Oh, he'll be killed!” she cried, clutdi- 
ing Dr. Hewlett’s arm. “He can’t possibly get out of 
their way!” * 

It certainly did look bad for Tom. Like the scientist, 
he had expected the cattle to Ije frightened and flee at 
the sound of a gun, and he was wholly unprepared for 
their attack. There w'as no time even to reload his gun 
and he realised that to do so and fire at the onnishing 
maddened cattle would not help matters ^ the least. 
*Thcre was only one tiling to be doilfe—race for the shelter 
of tJie nearest trees, aijff forgetting all about his boast to 
Jimmy he threw down his gun ,^d ran as he had never 
run before. 

'But the grass wa.s long and tangled, he had fully fifty^ 
yards to go, and the galloping, charging bull leading the 
herd was Jbarely a dozen yards bcliind him. 

“By Jove, he’ll never make it!” cried the scientist 
excitedly. **Good heavens, how I wisli-” 

“He’llW yiledi Oh! Oh! Oh! ” shrieked Jimmy, 
almost hy.sterical with terror at Tom’s predicament. 

“It’s terrible! Oh-!” Her voice erflfed in a sobbing cry 

and she sank back weak and faint as the bull overtook 
tlie fleeing man and with a sudden^t^oss of liis head tlirew 
Tom hurtling tlirough the air. 

But Tom wasn’t killed. The wickedNhonis were wide- 
spflfcad and m<^ely ripped Tom’s garments, and it was the 
bull's forehead that tossed the m«ln into the air as the 
charging ’animal threw up its head. The blow saved 
Toni’a^life for, hurtled head over heels as if thrown 
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a catapult, bo crashed through the foliage of a low tree 
pid lauded among the branches. 

* “He’s not killed!” aied Dr. Hewlett jubilantly. “I can 
see him moving.” Tlfen, as ’Isom’s lusty !§houts came plain^j 
to the watcher^ cal's, “In fact, I don’t believe he is even 
seriously harmed,”* the scientist continued. “ His language 
certainly is not exactly’what one might expect from a 
badly-wounded person, and his lungs are obviously in 
good shape.” ^ , 

“But, but he can’t get down with those beasts there, 
and w^e dan’t help him,” cried the girl. “And he must*be 
hurt.” 

Had Tom h^en questioned on that score he assuredly 
would have replied in* the affirmative in no uncertain 
terms, for the tree which had saved Ijirn from the enraged 
bull was a mimosa fairly bristling with needle-pointed 
thorns. Scratched, and bleeding, he was literally 
pinned to his ^erch by the spike-like thorns caught iii 
his clothing and it was impos*sible for Iiim to move 
without pricking himself still worse. And theye below 
him was the maddened bull and liis companions, snorting, 
pawing the earth, and waiting for their victifti to come 
tumbling down within reacli of their horns. Tfiere was 
nothing for him to do but shout for help and vent his 
anger and feelings b5^\airsivg tlie cattle in terms which, as 
Dr. Hewlett had stated, were far from being those to be 
expected of a seriouslv-fnjurcd person. 

Yet despite the excruciating pain of the thorns and 
hb yells for help/Tom realised that Jimmy and Dr. 
Hewlett were as unable to help him as he ^ was to help 
himself. For any one tft attempt to rescue him would be 
suicidal as long as die cattle were there on w£(tch, and 
Tom had had most convincing proof that they wera not 
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to be Stampeded by a gunshot, even if there Kad been a gun 
available. As far as he coul<l sec he \fas ddomed to remain 
there, suspended by thorns apd sifrroimded by a barrier 
Pifore efficient than any barl)ed vi^ire, yntil ^he cattle 
withdrew or his clothes gave way undfr his weight. 

Meanwhile the two at the entrance to the cave were 
equally at a loss as to what was to be done. In fact, 
matters appeared to be at a deadlock with the cattle in 
complete control'of the sitiuicion, when, rising above 
T(vn’'s frenzied shouts, a blood-curdling, terrifying 
scream caused Jimmy to tuni w'idc-eyed to the scientist. 
“Wha-wdiat was that?” she exclaimed in awed tpnes. 

^ “Frankly, I don’t know',” he replied. *”“11 sounded 
precisely like the hunting cry of a jaguar.” 

“But—but you said there were no dangerous animals 

on the cay,” cried the girl. “And-” 

Once ‘again the strange, quavering, \vailing, stream 
came to their cars. . ^ 

“By Jove, it fnust be a jaguar!” declared the scientist. 
“But how the beast-” 

“IIurrLiIi, it’s frightened the cattle!” cried the girl 
excitedly. “They’re running away.” 

There w'as no doubt of it. Half the herd was already 
galloping off at top speed, and when^ for the third time, 
the hair-raising cry of the big Spotted cat came quavering 
through the air, the big bull and the remainder of his 
follow^ers took to their heels, and a moment later vanished 
beyond the fringe of trees above the beach at the upper 
ciid of the valley. , 

“ Stay her^ and I’ll go after Tom,” Dr. Hewlett com¬ 
manded as the last of the cattle*'disappeared. “They’re 
frightened now, but they may return at any moment. 
We tVo men might make it but you couldn’t. I’ll-” 
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What the scientist planned to do was never known, for 
4 t this moment there«was a movement among the foliage 
of the jungle on the hillside, evidently caused by some 
large creature hurrying to\^ards tlie open meadow. Bnt 
instead of the fawny spotted jaguar which Jimmy and 
Dr. Hewlett had expected to see, a huniim figure stq^ped 
into view. • 

“Why, it’s Gandil” exclaimed the girl. 

“By Jove, yes, that explains it, ejacukted the scientist. 
“I should have known.” 

“But r don’V understand,” Jimmy protested. “Wlfat 

does he explain? What-” But Dr. Hewlett was 

racing do^n ^e hillside towards the spot where Tom was 
still suspended in t]ie»thom tree, and towards which 
Carib was alsb hurrying. ^ 

Disregarding Dr. Hewlett’s injunction to remain 
where, she was, the girl hashed after him. The. Indian 
reached the sceifc of recent conflict before the others Iiad* 
covered half the distance from the cave, and when they 
arrived he was half-way up the mimosa tree, slashing a 
way through the branches and cutting off the thorns with 
his machete as he proceeded. • 

Reaching Tom, the Carib quickly eliminated thfc thorns 
in the vicinity and the two descended safely to the ground. 

Jimmy burst intef kugh^er as Tom appeared in full 
view. “Oh, I know you’re hurt and I’m really terribly 
sorry for you, Tom,” s4ie told him. “But you look so 
excruciatingly funny that I can’t help laughing. Why 
you look exactly as ^ you’d been blown up by an explosion 
■—there’s hardly a stitch of your clothes tha| isn’t rags.*'* 
Tom grinned ruefullyt “I don’t only look as if I’d been 
blown up by an explosion, but believe me, I felt as if 
a ton of dynamite had gone off under me when /hat 
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confounded beast made connections withorny rear end. 
But what the deuce 'was that beast screaming that scared^ 
the cattle away? I could have sWorn it was *a jaguar.” 
y-Ask Gandi, hejtnows,” suggested the ^scientist. 

The Indian grinned. “Me makeum noise all same 
likeum tiger,” he informed them. “Him feller cow 
plenty Traid tiger. Sabby him all time like so.” 

“ Hmm, well, I guess I owe you a lot for playing jaguar,” 
said Tom, “but what I’d like to know is how come you 
happened to be on hand to scare the brutes,off with your 
tigcr-scrcaming stimt.” 

For a space Gandi looked puzzled, if striving mentally 
to interpret Tom’s w^ords. Then, having (digested their 
meaning, his face brightened. ' 

“ Huh, me makcum«vralk in bush,” he said. “ Me hearura 
chief say he makeum shootum qow same way. Me sabby 
mad cow mudder mebbe no likeunu killum cow pkkny, 
hiebbe chief findum plenty trouble. Me watchum. Secuin 
all time. No can shootum more cow, no can go catchura 
Chief Tom, Sabby time for do soraet’ing. Sabby cow 
feller pltTity ’fraid tiger. Makeum yell like tiger same 
way. Nyw all t’ing makeum O.K.” 

“You’re a brick!” cried Tom slapping the Carib on the 
back. 

“And a genius also,” added «Dr. Ifewlett. 

“There you are!” exclaimed the girl. “Sam hasn’t 
anything on you now, Gandi. Ybtj’^e a title as good as 
his. Just tell him you’re a genius and see what he has 
to say.” N 

‘The Caribf’s brow's puckered, then he grinned. “Me 
«sabby,” he declared. “ Me catchuni new name. Me gottura 
name ‘ genius ’ all same Sam catchum name ‘ Nikky.’” 

“Kne, but let’s get going,” suggested Tom. I feel as 
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If rd been tly^^ugh the Inquisition and I need about a ton 
of salve and pltisters. But just the same,” he added, “ I got 
the beef* 

“ Remembej" saying yoA wouldn’t ^need Gandi to bring- 
it in?” inquired the girl mischievously. 

“Go ahead, rag me all you want to,” Tom told her. 
“I deserve it for being so cocksure of myself. But just 
now I rather envy that calf that Gandi’s Ciirrying, I feel 
as if I’d like to be carried in myself. 



CmAPTEk SIX 


PIGS IS PIGS 

Altmougii Tom had escaped without serious injuries 
he was far too bruised to do any, digging for some time. 
But idleness got on his nerves, and after a day or two of 
doing practically nothing he decided to kill time by fishing. 
Each string of fish that he brought in contained new and 
strange varieties and he became so deeply interested hi 
the creatures that he quite forgot Viis lame muscles and 
countless deep scratches as well as his enforced idleness, 
in tiydng to capture some new’ ^ppccics each day. E^ cn 
when he had fully recovered from his experience andihad 
a^ain resumed digging in the cave with the others, he 
frequently went fishing, often accompanied by Jimmy, 
wdto found the multitude of forms of sea life more 
interesting than the fishes. It was while gazing at this 
under-wafef display one day that she w'as amazed to 
sec a portion of the coral move slowly from one spot 
to another. 

“Well, what do you see now?V asked Yom, his attention 
attracted by her involuntary exclamation of astonisiunent. 

“I don’t know,” she replied. “I sure I actually saw 
a mass of that yellow and brown coral break oflf and move 
to anotlicr rock. I know it isn’t possibl^% but—oh, Tom, 
it’s‘*afishl Lo«k! There he is—swimming out in the open 
water. Did you ever see anything like it? Oh, do try and 
catch him. I’ll bet even our black icthyologist can’t name^ 
that fish.” 

' - ' 4 ^ 
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“Well, ril^bc hanged!” exclaimed Tom as he saw the 
creature. “ It tloes-look exactly like a piece of detached 
coral at that. Don’t* know if I can catch the thing, but, 

’ ril try.” 

Scarcely had he spoken when the weird-looking fish 
turned towards the baited hook, circled it once and then 
gulped it down. An instant later it was flapping upon the 
rock beside the two. 

“Gosh, how am I gQing to get kim off the hook?** 
exclaimed Tom. “He’s as thorny as that confoupded 
tree whore the bull tossed me. Just look at tliosc spin«tu« 
all over his back and sides.” 

• “I guess%you’ll have to let liim die, first,” the girl ^ 
declared. “But did^you ever see such a strange fish 
in your life? Why, his mouth tis on the top of his 
head, his fins look likc^fcci, lie has luiinps on his back 
and» he has scawcwls or somctliing growing all over 
him.”" 

“ He’s a genuine freak,” agreed Tom. “ But tliose things 
arc not seaweeds, they’re a part of him. I’d say he was 
a most perfect example of what we scientists call protective 
coloration—camouflage, you know; no wopder you 
mistook him for a lump of coral.” 

“I wonder what Sam will call him,” laughed Jimmy. 

“If he doesn’t kno*w thc*bcast’s name he’ll make up one 
to suit,” chuckled Tom. “But if would Jiavc to be some 
name to match his !(5oks. lie seems to have gasped his 
last g*Lsp so maybe I can get my hook free.” 

“Be careful,” |iie girl warned him, “those spines may 
be poisonous.” 

• I’m not taking anj^ chances,” Tom assured lier. “ I’ll 
hold the beast with my foot. There you are,” he continued 
as he freed the hook from the freak fish’s jaws. •Guess 
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we'll call this a day. Fm anxious to hear ^am*s expert' 
diagnosis of this what-is-it." • ♦ 

But much to their surprise the Negro frankly udmicted 
' he,had never seen SMch a fish before.' “Ah don’t know 
he a-tall, chief,” he declared. “Ah been humbuggin* 
rounabout the islands for most all me life but Ah don't 
never cotch me eye on to fish of that specie aforetime.** 
Doctor Hewlett was equally at a loss to identify the 
strange fish. “In some w^ays it resembles the poisonous 
scorpion fish of the Pacific,” he said. “ But in qtlier respects 
f is quite distinct. But then, Fm no zoologist and I've 
never paid any particular attention to fishes—aside from 
^their edible qualities when cooked.” 

“No make for cookum this feller,* remarked Gandi, 
who had joined the ^othe^s. “Him feller plenty bad, 
plenty what you callum, poison. S’pose catum you 
makeum die plenty quick.” « « 

‘“So you know the beast!” Tom exclaimed. “Poison, 
is he? Well, suppose you tell us its name. How you callum 
this feller?” 

“Me no sabby how callum English name,” the Carib 
replied. “Carib callum metaballi.” 

“Translated that means * like death’ or * deadly,’” the 
sciaitist told them. 

“ Too bad vve can’t preser\'c the bdast,” observed Tom# 
“ Ah can do that, chief,” Sam announced. “ Ah acquire 
the facility to preservate all mamlijf of spedments.” 

“Well, ril be hanged 1” ejaculated Tom. “You don’t 
happen to be an expert electrician orna civil engineer, 
do you, Samd Now how in the deuce did your learn 
^xidermy?” ‘ 

“Ah don’t rightly know too much consamin’ electric 
matteis,” the Negro replied# “And Ah never been cal| 
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upon for to be hengineer like you say. But Ah long time 
: employed by gentleman who was engaged acquirin’ 
specimens of all manrjcr of birds and other objects likewise, 
*and he t'jach me the facility of the aforesaid. Yaas,Mr, 
chief, if you efesire to presei'vate this fish All’ll be please 
for to preparate he.” 

“Wouldn’t Sam be simply priceless as a Man Friday 
on a desert island?” laughed Jimmy. 

“Sam’s all right,” declared Tom, .“but with all due 
respect to his manifold attainments I’d prefer Gandi 
if I had to choose between the two. Getting a feflbjK 
out of tlie jam I was in last week is a lot more im])ortant 
than stufling dead fish or even cooking, I’d say.” 

“Wa la!” exclaimed Sam as he gatlierod up tlie fish. 
“You don’t‘insinuate Ali’d had tl->^ .issumption to cook 
Ac, does you, chief? No^ sir, chief, he too ugly for true. 
He downright pure corruption, that what he is. -Yaas, sir, 
he face* and lie body just obtrude the fac’ he poison, an’ 
no mistake.” 

The following morning w'hcn they entered tj^e cave to 
resume their work they left Sam busy skinning the odd 
fish, a most serious expression on his blacic ^facc and 
muttering to himself, and addressing far from flattering 
remarks to the subject of his attentions. 

“I don’t exactly efivy 5kim his job,” chuckled Tom as 
he picked up his shovel. “Skinning tliat bciist is like 
sldnning a porcupi^—only w’-orsc, for according to 
Gandi a prick from one of that spines means a 

mighty sore fing^jr or hand.” 

“Perhaps we shouldn’t have permitted him to attendpt 
it,” said Dr. Hewlett. •“If Sam is laid up it would be a 
real calamity.” 

“He wcai’t be,” declared Jimmy confidently. #“Any 
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man who can hone a wild pigeon the way he does isn’t 
going to get his fingers pricked by -a fish’s spines.” 

Then, as they fell to work, ai5d with alrhost every 
spSdeful of debris dicy unco\^red niore ^nd more relics 
of the long-forgotten occupants of the cave, Sam and liis 
poison fish faded from their memories. 

But presently as they laboured’ a distant yell followed 
by unmistakable African shouts recalled Sam vividly 
to mind. 

'^hc next instant a shrill scream from Gandi, startling 
-''jrasbing sounds, sharp squeals and strange cries mingled 
with the Negro’s hoarse shouts, punctuated by the sizz- 
boom of the Carib’s gun. # 

Seizing shovels and picks Tbm and the scientist 
dashed for the cavern- entrance with Jimmy bringing up 
the rear. 

“Good Lord, has a cyclone struck the place!” ■ cried 
Dr. Hewlett as they cj]mc within view of the camp. 
Everything was a wreck. The tent was torn down, the 
stove upj et, dishes, cot^king utensils and articles of cloth¬ 
ing were scattered about. Sam was slowly descending 
from lower braiicbes of a small tree and Gandi was 
perched precariously on a pile c^f packing cases. 

“What’s happened? What’s the ^matter?” cried the 
scicniist. • * 

Reacliing the ground Sam limped to a box and seated 
himself. *‘r»gs, chief,” he replieJi* “Pigs and pigs and 
more pigs. Yaas, sir, chief, they come a-rompin’ and a- 
scootlin’ hereabouts like they was houfad discom modi ate 
us. Yaas, sii, chief. All never knowed there is so many 
♦ pigs in all the world, an’ that thh truth.” 

“Me tellum makeum plenty pig same way,” put in 
Gandii who had tlimbed down and W'as reloading his 
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ancient weapon. “ Him feller pig plenty mad, plenty like 
all same like co^ fadder makcum mad. Him big feller 
go turn plemy bad tuskf me sabby.” 

* “Yaas, $ir, chief,declared Sam. “They monstrous 
big pigs, chief, and they ain’t scared of nothin’. Ah shout 
and Ah yell and All attempt to turn they aside when they 
come a-rarin’l But they face through the tent and knock 
down the stove an’ mash up the dishes an’-” 

“ And you took to a tret; and let a dr^vc of pigs wreck 
the camp,” snapped Tom. “You’re a nice sort of camp 
boy.” ^ ^ 

ft- 

Sam’s face twisted and he stifled a groan. “No, sir, 
chiof,” he’nuittered. “Ah don’ take to tree afore Ah 
defen’ the camp, chief. • Not afore the most biggest pig 

knock me down and juke me with Jie tushes. Ah-” 

Sam suddenly collapsed. , 

“Why, he’s hurt!” aried Jimmy springing tow'iwds the 
Negro. *‘IIis clothes arc covered with blood!” 

“By Jove, you're right!” exclaimed Dr. Hewlett as he 
examined the unconscious man. “Here, Tom, ;^oii and 
Gandi clear away the tent and get llie medicine chest. 
Bring some water, Jimmy. Whew”—as he rip*ped away 
Sam’s blood-soaked clothes—“he got an awful gash from 
that boar. Lucky it didn’t go higher or to one .side or it 
would have disembo^VlIcd him.” Deftly and rapidly the 
scientist, aided by the girl, washed the deep gash in 
Sam’s hip, applied antj^bptics and sewed up the wound. 
“All r’ght now% Sam,” he assured the Negro as he opened 
his eyes and groaned. “Only a fle^h wound but a nasty 
one. You’ll be laid up for a few days but as ^dl as evc^ 
inside a week. How did*it happen ?” 

“Ah don’t rightly know,” Sam told him. “Ah w’as 
preparatin* of the and Ah hear a rushin’ and Ham 
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about and Ah see the pigs, and next Ah l 5 :nows they was’ 
a]] about, and Gandi he was fightin’ tiiey. Ah see one 
big pig a-grabbin’ the fish ^and Ah couldn’f permit he 
to take die fish, chief, so AhVrastlfe he gnd he jukes me 
with he tushes. An* then, chief, takin’ the facts of the 
case into consideration, Ah climbs up the tree. But Ah 
loses the fish, chief, and Ah had he most preservated in 
good shape.’* 

“Hang the fish!” exclaimed Tom. “You should have 
t^ken to the tree and let it go. But how the deuce you 
rdiinnied up there with that cut gets me.” 

Sam grinned weakly. “Ah, *sj>ect Ah was too frighted 
to recollect Ah was juked,” he said. “But honest to the 
Lord, chief, Ah does hope an’ pfay that fish is as much 
poison like the Ca’ib say, and that pig do eat he.” 

“I hope every darned one of the beasts took a bite of 
it,” declared Tom, as he gazed ruefully at the wreckage 
'strewn about. “Good hord, what a mess! It will take all 
day to straighten things out. But what I*d like to know is 
why in.4liunder those pigs took it into their fool heads 
to stampede through our camp.” 

“It s(*ems to me,” observed jimmy, “that for a quiet, 
peaceful little spot this island holds more excitement 
to the square yard than any place j[*ve known ever. We 
certainly can’t complain of life being dull or monotonous 
here. Something’s happening every minute.” 

It w^as late in the afternoon wften the camp was finally 
restored to its former orderly state. To Dr. Hewlett’s 
vast relief the cases of specimens were iptact and unliarmed 
and with thu tireless energy and inexhaustible enthusiasm 
of the true scientist he resumed‘work on his collections. 

Although Tom would have much preferred to stretch 
hinnelf out and take a comfortable rest, he could ill 
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afford to relax while the older man was busy and Jimmy 
‘ was assisting !|im. Being thus fully occupied no one 
noticed Oandi as he slipped away from the camp and it 
‘was not until^ the deport#of his gu/}, reached their ears 
that they realised he had gone, 

“Wonder what he’s shot now,” muttered Tom, “He’s 
the most habitual huh ter I’ve ever known. I should 
think he’d go mad in a city where he couldn’t use that 
pop-gun of his every hour of the day^” 

“You can’t say he doesn’t use it to good advantage,’* 
the girl reminded him. 

“ Humjph, it doesnjt appear to have been much advantage 
ii> driving <^ff tliose dratted pigs,” growled Tom. “But 
I hope he got something. I’m hungry as a bear and no 
fresh meat on hand.” ^ 

A few moments latej the Indian appeared and Tom 
groaned. “Good heaven,” he exclaimed, “he’s*brought 
in a pig! As if we hadn’t had enough of pigs to last us'a 
month.” 

Dropping lus burden, Gandi thrust a hantl into the 
wallet at his side. 

“Him feller metaballi killum two pig,” he*atjnounced, 
“Me findum all same dead like so. Mebbe Sam likcum 
him big feller pig tusk. Me bringum.” 

As he spoke the Carib drew four big gleaming white 
boars’ tusks from his wallet and handed them to the 
Negro. / 

“V/a la I” grinned Sam, “Ah bound Ah’m goin* to 
string these tusj^es and wear he around me neck like 
Ca’ib. Yaas, sir. Ah bound ’memorate thL% occasion Slid 
no mistake. Moresofhever,” he added, “Ah speculate 
they bound to be a charm to protec’ me from pig Juki a’ 
of me with he tushes next time they come rantin’ an* 
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rarin* this side. But Ah does most truly be sorry and 
lamentin’ the fact the fish is lost when fJi most done 
preparatin’ he, notwithstandin’ it poison kill the pig.” 

Tom turned to t^j^e Carib. *VGandi^” he commanded, 
•‘take that darned pig and heave him overboard. We’ll 
dine on baked beans. And don’t you dare cook bacon for 
breakfast to-morrow.” * 



CH*APT1ER SEVr.N 


what’s in a name? 

When Dr. Hewlett emerged from his tent the following 
morning he was astonisht^l to sec Sam j.frcparing breakfast. 

“What do you mean by being up and about?”i^c 
demanded as the Negro greeted him cheerily. “ I told yoL* 
to stay in your hammock. You’ve no business to be 
ushig that ii^'iired leg.” 

Sam grinped. “Yaas, sir, cliief,” he replied. “Ah 
knows Ah disobeys you instructions, but Ah bound cook 
brekfus’. Yaas, sir, Ah’m the cook and Ah don’t jjcnnit 
pigs ^o.discombobuIJlte me duty, chief, but they sure is 
pure corruption for true. An’ Ah don’t employ me leg 
for to cook, chief.” 

“Answer that if you can!” laughed Tom who had 
appeared on the scene. , 

The scientist threw up his hands in a gcsturc*of help¬ 
lessness. “It’s his leg, not mine,” he said, “and I dim’t 
suppose I can force to remain quietly in his hammock. 
But if he insists upon using it and it gets worse it will be 
his own fault, and I won’t have any pity for him. In fact. 
I’ll, I’ll—” / 

The girl’s merry laughter interrupted his words. 
“Just what will y«»u do?” she inquired tcasingly. , 

Dr. Hewlett grinned. “Oh, I suppose I’lf patch it up 
again,” he replied. 

But there was no occasion for him to worry over the 
results of Sam’s insistence upon bein^r up and ifbout. 

55 
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Neither was he called upon to “patch up” the wound, for 
tlie Negro attended to the matter himself^, and expressing/ 
far greater confidence in the curati*ve powers of “bush” 
than in Dr. Hewlettjs medicatiosi, he githcred a i^^umber of* 
leaves and roots and applied these to the wound. 

“The rapidity with which that gash has healed is 
almost incredible,” the scientist declared. don’t know 
what Sam’s ‘ bush ’ is but it must possess almost magical 
ciurative properties, ” * 

“Well, why not ask him?” suggested Jimmy. Then 
tKxiiing to the Negro. “Sam—no, I beg your pardon, 
Nikky, what is the bush you used on your cut?” she 
inquired. • 

“Ah don’t can say rightly, mistress,” he replied. “In 
Demcrara it called devil doer,* down the island die 
Patois folk call it ‘ mer sang,*, and tlie Spigs over to 
Panama xall it * yerba maravilla*; ‘but Alt spect it just 
•‘buslu’” 

“There you are!” exclaimed Dr. Hewlett. “How can 
■any one identify a plant with so many aliases? As Sam 
says, it is ‘just bush.’” 

“It prpves tlte truth of the trite old saying that a 
i*rose by any otlxer name would be as sweet,’” Jimmy 
reminded them. 

“ Bcggin’ you pardon, mistrecs,” s^d Sam scratching his 
neck and looking rather embarrassed. “All reach the 
conclusion Ah prefer me cognome\ of Sam in preference 
to the Nikky appellation you bestowed on me. Takin’ 
the facts of the case into consideration^it appear like the 
aforesaid desfgnation sounds like Ah’m some specie of 
'^Chineeinan or similar abstraction! Does you mind callin’ 
me just Sam, Mistress Jimmy?” 

“Of course not,” the girl assured him, striving hard 
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to stifle her desire to laugh. “We’ll all call you Sam 
•h^ceforth and forever. You can add an ‘ I ’ to your name 
for ichthy^slogist together with die ‘ M.D.’ and a ‘ C.* 
for cooks and ‘^T.* for tamdermist. Then by the time 
you get back home you’ll have a most impressive ‘ handle * 
to your name.” 

For a moment Sam fooked puzzled, as if not quite 
certain whether the girl w as joking or in earnest. Then 
suddenly, a light of undci^tanding spread over his black 
face and he grinned. “Wa la, mistress,” he exclaim^. 
“Ah learnin’ one thing and another every day. Ah boch 
speculatin’what is the signification of the letters appended 
to ihe cliiefscname, and now Ah knows. Yaas indeed, 
mistress.” 

Amid the laughter that followed Dr. Hewlett rose. 
“I think that leaves nothing further to be said on the 
subject,” he observed.* “It is high time wq resumed our 

work in the cave.” 

• ® 

Ever since they had first commenced excavations in 
the cave they had confined their labours to tlic sajnc spot, 
but it was slow work, for every spadeful of dust, decom¬ 
posed rock, discarded broken sca-shells and otfiey debris 
had to be carefully sifted and examined for specimens. 
And as a comparati^lj” large area yielded results the men 
had not dug deeply, mit had merely removed the upper 
layer of material for a depth of barely two feet. 

“It’s rather strangijf” remarked the scientist as he 
examined a pile of the disinterred fragments of utensils 
mixed with brokei^shells and bits of charcoal, “ that there , 
does not appear to be any definite stratificatioai of remains 
in this particular spot.* Everything seems to be tossed 
together in a most perplexing liit-or-miss fashion. And 
we havm’t unearthed a single perfect or complete ^eci- 
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men this morning. Hitherto the results Ivive indicated a 
residential site, but this material is surfli as one migli4 
expect to find in a kitchen ipiddeh. If I didn’t know it 
impossible I would say someSne hatl aln*ady 'carried on 
excavations here.” 

“The people who lived here must have had a rubbish 
pile, I suppose,” said Jimmy. “And as there aren’t any 
signs of tlieir refuse outside the cave they must have 
duriipcd it in hert, somewhere.' I don’t expect they wxre 
^■*at wx would consider good housekeq>crs.” 

Quite true,” agreed Tom. “But we found their 
rubbish pile as you call it over nca^' the entrance on the 
other side of the cave. It isn’t likely they h«id two refuse 
heaps.” 

“Hmm, the only ef:planation I can suggest is that there 
was a depression here and the occupants filled it in with 
refuse in order to level the space for tl\eir gre^tef con¬ 
venience,” said the scientist. “Anyway,” he added, rising 
and brushing the dust from his garments, “ we arc wasting 
valuable time by continuing this particular spot. We’ll 
move a fc\v yards to the other side, Tom.” 

“No refuse here,” announced Tom as the men resumed 
digging in tlxc new location and he carefully removed a 
stone celt with wooden haft intact^r^m its resting place. 
“But isn’t it rather strange that we haven’t come across 
a burial ? ' 

“I don’t think so,” the scientist It^ld him. “I expect the 
dead were cither interred outside the cave or in some other 
Jimmy, you might make a very careful search 
and sec if yo^ can discover any indications. I’m extremely 
anxious to secure skeletons or crania of the race.” 

“It strikes me as unusual to find so many perfect 
impUments,” remarked Tom a few moments later. “In 
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ail my experience I have never come upon such wealth 
of perfect specimens except in graves. Judging by our 
finds I should say these people suddenly deserted the place, 
leaving all jthcir j)oss(|5sions«6ehind dicpi.” 

“Possibly they did,” said Dr. Hewlett. “Sometimes,” 
he added, “I feel that archaeology is a most unsatisfactory 
sort of science, with a lot cff tommv-rot connected with it. 
With all that has been done, here in America especially, 
we really know very littl^ indeed with certainty. We 
assume and speculate and formulate theories to account 
for facts, but we don’t really know much. And every littlb^ 
while some new discovery knocks all of our pet theories 
into a cocked bat as you might say. For example, here 
we are gathering specimens of bcautifully-madc ston-e 
implements and excellent pottery in | cave on an island 
where theoretically there ^hould be no pottery worth 
mentioning and only ,shell and bone implements and 
weapons. Don’t afik me why the former occupants of this 
cavern left their possessions for our benefit. Your gut‘ss 
is as good as mine, my boy.” 

“Don’t I know it!” said Tom. “But in a way \ don’t 
agree with you. To my mind the greatest dxarm of 
archaeology is its uncertainty and its mysteries. Every 
time we explore some old ruin or dig a grave or a place 
like this it’s a sort oP adventure.” 

“I should imagine,” said Dr. Hewlett,drythat 
you w^ould find the atj^enture of digging up remains 
quite t.*me compared to being treed by a bull.” 

Tom grinned. “That wasn’t an adventure, that was 
a calamity, for mef The darned bull had aH the funl”^ 



C-HAPTER EIGHT 

JIMMY MEETS A DRAGON 

Tire DAYS passed quickly on the little cay, for there was 
plenty to occupy the minds and hands of every one. 
J^mmy, systematically exploring the caves, had at last 
discovered tlie burial place of tlie long-forgotten in¬ 
habitants of the island, and the two ardaaeolpgists were 
reaping a rich harvest of specimens, as well as skeletons 
and several skulls, which delighted Dr., Hewlett im¬ 
mensely. Jimmy was kept busy transcribing the scientist’s 
nt>tcs and cataloguing tlxe specimens. Tom’s camp duties 
and cooking occupied his time, hnd Qandi, '^hbn not 
digging with the otherr, spent most of his hours hunting. 
But there were plenty of opportunities for recreation. 
Bathing and swimming in the tepid tropical sea was a 
constant, delight. Jimmy took an intense interest in 
anything and everything new or strange, and she seldom 
returned from her walks and rambles without bringing 
back some strange insect, plant o^ qther specimen for the 
scientist to identify. 

On oik of her trips as slie was walking along a dry 
and rather arid stretch of rock^shore she was startled 
by some large creature rushing through the thorny 
t»rush. She had expected to see a wild pig break through 
the-^.^ver, ^ut the creature th^t suddenly appeared was 
such a strange and fearsome-looking beasf 'Aat the girl 
gave an involuntary cry of fright and sprang back. 
Although only six feet in length the beast resembled a 

t 
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dinosaur more; than anything. Along its back and its 
lA^ng slender tail was a row of upstanding spines. Be¬ 
neath its th1*oat was a v^inkl^ dewlap of brilliant orange- 
coloured skin. Vporfits nofe were two ehort stout horris, 
and with bright beady eyes tlie weird creature gazed 
boldly at the girl, its green and blue scales glistening in 
tlic sun. 

Then, as tlie menacing-looking animal reared itself 
high on its crooked legs, and hissed viciously at the girl, 
she turned and ran, half expecting to feel the hidec^ 
beast leap upon her back at any instant. But when she 
finally overcame her terror, and, summoning all her 
courage, halted and turned about, there was no sign of 
tlie creature., 

When she reached the camp and x»Id the story of her 
adventure. Dr. Hewlett laughed. “You’re a brave girl 
to be frightened^by a fizard,” he told her. “The dreature 
w^LS only an iguana. A perfectly harmless and inoffensive 
animal.” 

“He certainly didn’t look harmless,” she declared. “I 
didn’t dream there were such monsters on the^cay.” 

“Me sabby him feller,” remarked Gandi who had 
overheard the scientist’s words. “Me go for catchum. 
Him feller ’guana p^egty good for eatum.” 

“You don’t mean to s^fy any human being^ould 
actually cat such a beast I” cried Jimmy. ' 

“They are excellent,’#Dr. Hewlett told her. “The meat 
is as white and delicate as any chicken. I’ve dined on them 
many a time.” • 

“So have I,” declared Tom. “When I was*in Yucatan 
last year iguanas were our mainstay. We had ’em boiled, 
stewed, fried, broiled and roasted, and they were as good 
one way as another.” 
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“Well, you’ll neVer catch me eating ope of the ugly 
beasts,” Jimmy told them. “I’d as soon cat spiders cfr 
snakes.” 

“I can’t vouch* for the spiders,** saj/i the scientist. 
“But I’ve eaten snakes, and you forget that canned 
rattlesnake is considered a great delicacy in our own 
country and is served in the most exclusive clubs and 
restaurants in New York.” 

“Someone should introduce canned iguana,” said Tom, 
“I,*ll bet it would take.” 

Not if they had a picture of the creature on the cans,” 
declared the girl. 

“Perhaps not,” assented Dr. Hewlett. ‘VPrcjudice •and 
custom play a most important part in the djet of civilised 
man. We eat far too much with our eyes, as I might say. 
Most persons consider frogs* logs a dainty and delectable 
food yfet would shudder at the rtioiight of dming on 
iguana, and while crab^ and shrimp are regarded highly, 
how many people would cat grasshoppers or the grubs 
known s's * groo-groo worms * in the West Indies?” 

“Wa la I chief!” exclaimed Sam, who had been an 
* . 

attcntivic listener to the conversation. “Just to hear you 
speak concernin’ groo-groo worms makes me stomach 
rear up and yowl for they. Yass, ^sir, chief. All could 
’similaie a-plcnty groo-groo •worms right now and that 
the trutitji*” 

“There you are!” laughed the sl^entist. “Sam’s mouth 
fairly waters for a meal of palm grubs while you feel 
nauseated at the thought of eating thepi.” Then, turning 
to the Negfo, “If you pine for groo-groo worms why 
don’t you go and get some?” he asked. “There are plenty 
of cabbage palms on the cay and where there arc cabbage 
painit. you’ll usually hnd the grubs. I’ll wager Gandi 

« I 
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can get some f 9 r you. And that reminds me. A nice 
crisp palm cabbage would be a most welcome addition 
to our mend. Gandi, ’Spose.can catchum palm cabbage 
same way?” , * • « 

The Carib nodded. “Can catchum,” he replied. 

“If you catchum a palm cabbage, don’t you catchum 
one that has worms in it,’^ Jimmy warned him. 

But she freely admitted that the palm cabbage was 
delicious when Sam served tt at lunch tla: following day. 
And w'hcn she saw Sam and Gaiidi munching whi^t 
appeared to be roasted cliestnuis and was informed tliey 
were groo-groo w'orm^ she was rather surprised at not 
feeling nausciccd or disgusted, although she hastily 
and in no uncertain terms declined their invitation to 
sample the delicacy. * 

“In some respects this is<hc most enjoyable expedition 
I hSvc^cvcr bccii on,**' observed Tom when they were 
dining a few days later. “ No vicio^is mosquitoes up here. 
No pestilential sand flics. Digging in tlie cave where it’s 
cool is a cinch compared to working out in the l¥)t sun, 
and finally, bully good food properly cooked ipstcad of 
canned beans and the usual run of grub. If any oae ever 
tasted anything better than tliis fricassc I’d like to know 
W'hcn and w'herc.” ^ 

“It is awfully goo^,” agreed Jimmy. “I wondc^what 
it is. It isn’t pigeon. Sum, what sort of bird dir^:you use 
to naake this stew?” $ 

The cook hesitated. »^Beggin* your pardon, mistress,” 
he said at last, don’t compound it from bird^ 

Mistress Jimmy, Ah bound to say it ’guana a Ad that the 
trutii.” 

“Iguana!” cried the girl, dropping her knife and fork 
and half-rising from the table. “I—^you-” Sud^nly 
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she burst out laughing and picked up her, fork. “I can be 
as good a sport as any one,” she announced as she helped 
herself to a mouthful of th^ white tender “ It was 

a mean trick t« play on fne, bilt iguana »or not it’s 
certainly delicious.” » 

“Good for you, my girl!” chuckled Dr. Hewlett. “But 
blame me, not Sam, for the trick, I told him to serve 
iguana and say nothing. I knew if you once tasted it 
you’d enjoy it.” • * 

, “I do,” she told him,“and I can’t imagine a pleasanter 
way of getting even witli the beast for scaring me than 
by eating him.” 

As they rose from tlte table Jimmy suddenly stopped, 
staring fixedly at a clump of grass. “ Am I seeing tilings,” 
she exclaimed, “ or rs that really a sea shell crawling along 
over there ?” * 

Dr. 'Hewlett glanced in the direction she indicated* 
“Yes, and no,” he told her. “It’s a sea shell, but it’s not 
die shell that is crawling, it’s a hei*mit crab within the 
shell.” 

“ But yf^hat—why, there’s another, and—oh, look, there 
are doeens of them!” cried the excited girl. 

“Hundreds, you mean,” Tom declared. “The place is 
alive witli them.” ^ ^ 

“B*it what on cartli are fhey doing here?” she asked, 

“I thou^iit hermit crabs lived in tlic ocean. I-” 

“Hi yi, the sojers is on they lAarch! ” exclaimed Sam. 
“They boimd for reach the sea.” 

. “There’s your answer,” laughed the scientist. “Soldict 
crabs on tFldr annual pilgrimage to die sea.” 

“ But I don’t understand yet,” persisted Jimmy. 
“ Where have they been and why did they leave the sea ?” 
“ l^hey’re land crabs,” Dr. Hewlett explained. “ But once 
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a year they march to the seashore to lay their eggs and 
to secure new shells to rqdace those they have outgrown.” 

“ It’s funny I never sa>^ one;before, in all my wandering 
about the cay,” §aid tUie girt as they watched the hordes 
of funny creatures trundling their way tlirough the 
camp, wliile the surrounding grass and brush rustled witli 
the movements of multitudes of others. 

“Probably you didn’t happen to notice them,” the 
scientist said. “Except at <he time of tlieir migratioiLS 
they live singly, here and there, and as they withdrayv 
into their shells and femain motionlCsSS at the lirst sign 
of danger .they escape notice. But wlien instinct tells 
them it is time for their annual trek they ap]>car as if 
by magic, corping from every direction to gather in vast 
numbers as if at a prearranged spot,•and march straight 
towards the nearest seashore.” 

“I’vtf hgard of t^tem a’nd I’ve seen tliem here and there,” 
Tom, “but never before on*tiie march. How the 
deuce do they know the route to the sea ?” 

“That’s an unsolved mystery of Nature,” Dr. Hewlett 
replied. “ Blind instinct perhaps. But they do Iqiow and, 
wliat is more, nothing will turn them aside. You can 
turn them about, place them in a box, carry them miles 
back from a spot anc^ t^e moment they are released they 
will resume their interrupted course.” ^ 

“That’s the strangest thing I’ve ever heard,? declared 
the girl. ^ 

Tom picked up one of the crabs, turned it about 
several times, rollod it over and then placed it on th^ 
table. For an instant tl\e hermit remained-Motionless 
within its shell. Then out came its claws, legs and long 
antennx, and turning quickly about it scurried across 
the table top, in a straighi I|ne for the shore. 
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lom cliuclilcd. “If a fellow could only train these 
chaps to licacl for any desired spot they’d be a lot better 
than any compass,” he said. “T*alk about four homing 
pigeons!” • *■ * r • 

IJy now the army of crabs had passed on and only a few 
stragglers were hurrying along iii the wake of their 
fellows. 

“I’m going to follow them and sec what they do 
when they reach the shore,” 'announced Jimmy. 

, “Guess ril go along, too,” said Tom. “I’d rather like 
to .see tJic cn<i of their pilgrimage!” 

“I think ril accompany you.aI;o,” announced the 
scientist. “It’s an interesting siglu to sf'c tlicin house¬ 
hunting and moving into new sliells.” . 

Tor some time *tlic three watched the soldier crabs 
as the creatures scuttled over the hcach and hunted 
about*in the shallow water for empty j^hells, and*jimmy 
f.iirly chortled with amusement at the manner in which 
rite crabs tried out the new shells, withdrawing tlieir 
bodies from their old quarters and popping into another 
and another, until they found one wliicli exactly suited 
them.* 

“Oh look at that immense one there!” exclaimed the 
girl, pointing to a huge shell ijit^ving jerkily over the 
bottaip a few feet from shore. 

“ No cHib tenant in that,” Dr. Hewlett told her. “That’s 
a queen conch. I’ll show you sonVjthing tliat will surprise 
you in a moment.” 

, Kicking off his shoes, the scienf’st waded into the 
water and*sccuring tlic conch sticll carried it several yards 
up the beacli and placed it on sand. 

“ Now you’ll see a real circus performance,” he 
am^^unced. 
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For a few moinents the conch remained motionless. 
Tlien slowljf, almost imperceptibly, the mottled slimy 
animal emcr^d. The nc^t iit^tant the heavy shell leaped 
from the sand as if a spring Had been rcL'ased beneath it, 
and falling back with a thud rolled several feet down the 
sloping beach. It was such a totally unexpected and 
amazing feat that Jimmy could only stare incredulously 
at tlie inert cumbersoiiic shell. 

“Cosh,” ejaculated Tom? “I never •, . . There it 
goes again!” 

As he spoke, the con(rfi once more sprang up and rolled 
several feet luiearer to die water. 

“Ihft how (lofts it do it?” cried the girl, as the conch 
again repeated us astonisiiing acrobatic siuiu, 

“By means of its claw,” Dr. Hewlett informed her, 
picking up the conch and sltowing her the strong, horny 
curved cTavj^ on its^nuscular foot. 

“^dien am I go ng to wake uj)?” «xclaimed Tom. “It’s 
dreamy enough to see a five-pound conch shell playing 
lioj>-scotch on a i>euch, but a shell widi a claw is a 
nightmare.” * 

“It’s not a true claw, but tlie door or operculum of 
the shell,” the scientist cx})lained. “But it serves a dual 
puq>ose, for by digging the daw into the sand the animal 
can hurl itself upward or dra^ itself forward as you have 
seen. And if need arises it also scrv(» as k w'«apon of 
defence.” ' 

“It looks dangerous,” said Jimmy. “1 should think it 
could ‘juke’ a persc«i as Sam says.” 

“I never heard of a conc^ doing so,” said Drf Hewlett. 
“ Now we’ll take our acrobatic conch to Sam. lie’ll trans¬ 
form it to a most delectable chowder, I’ll warrant.” 

“I wonder if you’re joking,” said the girl. “But i|^er 
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that iguana I’m ready to believe a conch shell is edible.* 
Tom laughed. “Not the shell, Jimmy,”ihe told Hct 
“J ust the critter inside. We do'n’t even eat the oystm’ 
sliells, you know.” * * « 

Sam’s eyes shone when he saw the*conch. “You bound 
•preciate he, yaas, sir,” he declared. “ When Ah compromise 
tins gent’man into a chowder your stomach goin’ to sing 
Hallelujah for true.” 

“Well, I’ve had a lot of strange experiences to-day,” 
said Jimmy, “ but to hear our stomachs singing Hallelujah 
would be the strangest of all,” *■ 

Sam, who had been busy with the conch, uttered a 
surprised ejaculation. •' 

“Hi yi, mistress!” he exclaimed dropping the shell 
and turning to the girl with a delighted grin on liis black 
face. “You bound sing Hallelujah even if your stomach 
ain’t. Yaas, indeed, Mistress Jimmyf tliis your lucky 
day for true. Here wkat Ah just discover in your comih.” 

As he spoke, Sam reached out a huge black paw and 
placed *a sliimmering rose-pink sphere the size of a pea 
upon tli^ table before her. 

Jiitfmy gasped as she stared at it. “Why—why it’s a 
pink pcarll” she exclaimed in awed tones. 

“Ajid a magnificent one,” said-Qr. Hewlett. 

“ril say tliis is your luclly day!” declared Tom. 

The scientist chuckled. “ It would seem,” he observed, 
“that you literally secured thii^'pearl for a song. You 
certainly should reward Sam by singing Hallelujah.” 
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UNWEIjCOME VISITORS 

■“It doesn’t seem possible that we have been here nearly 
three weeks,” said Jimmy as they seated tiiemsclves at 
breakfast one morning. , 

“ Only ten days mote and we’ll be packing up and sailing 
away. I’lli)e really sorry to leave the cay.” 

“Yes, time*has flov^n,” agreed her uncle, “and we 
haven’t half completed the work of excavations.” 

“Just the same, we’ve secured a wonderful collection,” 
Tom reminded him. “Yau have enough material for a 
dozen*nionographs now. And we’ve made some truly 
notable discoveries.” • 

“Such as die fact that mimosa trees are not the most 
suitable refuges from mad bulls,” laughed the girl. 

“And that iguanas arc excellent eating,” Tom.reminded 
her. 

“Not forgetting that every conch doesn’t contain a 
pearl,” added Dr. Hc^'l^t. “ 1 wonder how many innocent 
conclis you and Tom have sac’tificcxi in your search for more 
pink pearls.” 

Sam, who was aboift to serve the .'^cicnusc, suuacnly 
stiffened, his head cocked on one side, listening. “Wa 
lal” he ejaculated.* “Ah hear die sound of a boat, chief. 
Ah most certainly docs. ^Takin’ the facts of <!hc case into 
consideration Ah assumes we bound for to have company^ 
chief.” 

“Nonsensel” exclaimed Tom. **1 haven’t hr|erd a 
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sound, and if a boat did land it would be with:fishermen 
or turticrs, not visitors.’* | 

“ Hist!” cautioned the scientist. ‘•Sam is rigbi. Someone 
is approaching. I most certainly ‘hcarjl voices in tlie 
direction of the landing place. I womlcr if it is possible 
that llie skipper forgot the date and returned ahead of 
time.” 

Scarcely had he spoken when a group of men emerged 
from the pathway to the sho»e and siq>pcd forward in 
th^" open space before tlic camp. 

“Golly, what a lough-lotjking lot!” exxlaimed Jimmy 
as tlic four strangers came to a halt a few yartjs from the 
tent. • 

Rough, unkempt, wild-looking fellows tliey w’crc, 
barefooted and with skins varying from yellow to 
black, and each carrying a wicked-looking, long-bladed 
machete, while tlieir leader, a vihainous-faced mulatto, 
was armed wdth an old carbine. With his pock-marked 
yellow skin, his fierce moustache, his cruel, twisted 
mouth, his bloodsliot eyes and greasy hair he might well 
have becn^thc reincarnation of one of die villainous old 
pirates Avho once made the cay their lair. 

Buenos dias'' he gretfted tlie scientist and the others, 
baring stained yellow teeth, w'jiije his piggish eyes 
roved about the camp. “Whf> da boss here?” 

“I'm inwcharge,” Dr. Hewdett replied. “What do you 
want ?” » 

“ We w'ant me pay for me peegs what you keel,” the 
fellow declared. Jc/Jor, you come, here an* you keel 
me peegs. ^Das alia right. Mfbbe you want pecg for 
cat an’ you keel hcem. But he me pceg an’ you pay for 
liccni, sec. Si sefior^ he good peegs. He wrorth twenty-five 
doliai^each one pceg. Mebbe you keel two-t’ree, mebbe. 
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Qliien sahe^ Vow me know? An’ mcbbe bimcby yon keel 
hcem morc'pccg. Alla right, yon pay me hunclml dollar 
an’ keel hcViHi alia youV'arn. Tha* good bargain, no?” 

’“Decidedly noI” cxflaimcd the scientist, who for onre 
sliowcd signs of losing his temper at the ridiculous 
demand of the mulatto. “What pr(K>f have I that you 
own any pigs here? And even if they arc your pigs I’d 
never pay any such sum as tweniy-hve dollars each for 
them. I don’t believe they»bel<r.-ig to ymi or to any one 
else. They're wild pigs, and in my opinion this is aji 
out-and-out holdup, .ind, and”-~his iudignation getting 
the better o( him -“and you’re a confounded .scoundrel.” 

“IMI say yoif arc!” cried Tom before the fellow could 
reply. “You’ve some nerve coming here and denianditig 
pay for wild hogs. Now clear out! Vmiws^ and step 
lively,As he spoke he lea}>ed from his seat with 
his hst^ clenched thrcafeninrrlv. 

“Don’t!” cauti )!u*d Jimmy, gras]^ing his coat, “They’re 
armed and that rascal might slioot. lie looks dangerous 
enough to kill any one.” • 

The piratical leader’s thick lips parted in gi wicked 
grin, and his men took a step nearer, fingering their 
machetes menacingly. 

“So-o the Americangs theenk me one liar an’ bceg 
rascal, ch?” he Iikscd, shiftily his gun meaningly. “An* 
he not pay for me pceg, no? That ces to mlike ;he laugh, 
yes. The Americano t^kc me peeg, T take the money, 
6V, sefior^ what you go do ’bout it, ch? Pay me hundred 
dollar an’ me say ailjos an’ not come no moi'c. No pay me 
an* we take what we waijt an’ mebbe sell foi* two, t’ree 
hundred dollar. It ees one tvhat you call heem—a deal, 
no?” 

Dr. Hewlett was fairly seething with in)potent.^age. 
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for he realised that he was practically helpless/ in the face 
of the scoundrePs preposterous demands. Deslnte the fact 
that he felt positive that the^fellcrw was lyinj^aiid had no 
claim whatever tQ the wild swine, afid tl\fLt it was nothing 
short of a deliberate liold-up, he was. convinced that the 
rascals were dangerous, and that to refuse their leader’s 
terms would probably result iii an attack, a raid and the 
chances of bloodshed. And it would assuredly end in the 
loss of far more than one hundred dollars* worth of 
etiuipmcnt. On the other hand, if he submitted and paid 
tlie villain, the chances were that,the men would help 
themselves to whatever they fancied anyway^ Yet to sit 
calmly and be robbed was unbearable. If cnly he and his 
companions were armed. If Thom’s giii^ were within 
reach instead of being inside the tent. If—his thoughts 
were interrupted by Tom who, fully realising that to 
attack‘ the rascals would only 'precipitate a tragedy, 
could not control his longue. 

“ By thunder!” he cried. “If I had a gun Pd shoot you 
as quicH, as Pd kill a pig. But Pll remember that ugly 
face of yours anywhere. Jast wait until the police get 
after you. You can’t get away with piracy nowadays, 
you consummate ass!” 

The leader scowled savagely apd his lips drew into a 
wolHsh snarl. • 

“Ecs th^ta so?” he growled. “But the seftor forget 
he have not the gun, an* meebe hci will not tell the policia^ 
no. Mebbe he never leave Buccaneer’s Cay, no. Mebbe 
he-” 

“ Mebbe me shootum you fcllar like sol” at these words, 
coining so unexpectedly from the rear, everyone turned 
to see Gandi crouched behind a rock, his gun levelled at 
the l«^\der of the raiders. For a brief instant the scoundrel 
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Stared at Carib and his weapon, as if at an apparition. 
His jaw g: ped, his yellow skin took on a greenish hue, 
and he faii% shook wirfi abject terror. 

‘“No, nof por pios*don^t» shoot I” he^stammered its he 
took a step backwards, but making no move with his own 

With all attention focused upon Gandi, Tom had lea]>ed 
for the tent and now reappeared witli his gun, while Sam, 
encouraged by the sudden <um of event*, recovered frojn 
his fear and seizing a machete in one Iiand and an axe 
in the other advance^ ready for battle. 

“Drop r^tat gun and hands up!” barked Tom as he 
6\viing his gui» to his shoulder. At his words the terrified 
mulatto jumped, wheeled about to see the twin muz/les 
of Tom’s carbine covering him, and dropping his carbine 
raised his hands in the air, while his comrades turiud 
and r^ed for the landing, leaving their leader to look 
out for liimself. 

“No, no, no!” babbled the mulatto. “For the love of 
God, do not keel me, seflorl I‘>i i.s but a joke., 1 go, I 
depart! The peeg we will forget hcem.” 

“I’ll say W'e’ll forget him!” snapped Tom. “S%cms to 
me the joke’s all on you. I’ve half a mind to give you the 
sound thrashing you dq^erve. Here, Sam, pick up his gun 
and see if it’s loaded. Empty, eli! Just a bJu.ff like this 
buzzard here. O.K. Come along, Gandi, We’U herd this 
rat to his boat and sec Wm on his way home.” 

While he muttered and expostulated in a mixture of 
broken English aiyl Spanish, the rascal was escorted to 
the landing where his feljows sat, thoroughly* cowed and 
subdued, in the boat they had shoved from shore. But 
they refused point-blank to come nearer in order to permit 
their leader to embark. 
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“All right, you’ll have to swim for it,” 
told the rascal. 

“I’m darned sorry the wj-ter Isn’t alive 
and crocodiles,” athlcd Tom. **l!o}>\o it^In you 
go and be quick about it. You inierriiptcd my breakfast 
and my coffee’s getting cold.” 

Cursing and fuming but hclpk'ss to resist, the leader 
plunged into the water and half-wading, half-swimming 
reached the bout ^ind clambcres.1 in. 

J5ut as he joined his fellows and they bent to their oars 
he recovered some of his bravado. Turning, he shook his 
fist at the sci<*ntist and the others on the shore, a,nd shouted 
a volley of English and Spanish curses afid a liradt? of 
lhrcat>s. 

“Here, take your old gun!” cried the scientist, hurlijig 
the useless carbine at the boat^ The fellow ducked, the 
wcapoii splaslicd into the watert and, Tom (jhdckled. 
Then, as another voIUt of foul oaths came from tjie 
rctreutiug mulatto, Tom raised his gun. “Get going I” 
he sliourrd, “I’ve lieard cnoiigJi of your lingo.” 

A.S he .^pokc be lired, and as the bird shot spattered 
across i-hc water within a few feet of the boat, the men 
strained at their oars, their leader flung himself into the 
bottom of the craft, and the next t;noiTicnt boat and occu¬ 
pants vanished bc}'ond a cliifnp of mangroves wdiere the 
to]>mast of. a small sloop showed above the trees. 

“Well, that’s that,” remarked Tom as the three men 
retraced their way to the camp. Then, clapping Gandi 
Ojii die back: “Plenty good boy I” he exclaimed. “Guess 
you saved file day, Gandi.” ^ 

“And very probably some of our lives as well,” the 
scientist reminded him. Then, turning to the Carib, he 
asked ^how he had happened to appear so unexpectedly 
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and oppontmely Upon the scene. The Indian explained 
that he had^onc on an early morning hum, but hearing 
the sound boat’s sa>is bcyig lowered, he had gone to 
the shc^re thinking th^ sloopj»haii arrivctl Then as he saw 
the wild-looking fallows rowing towards the landing, 
instinct had warned him they wore on no peaceful 
mission, and sneaking thiuugh the woods he had followed 
tlicin and had watclxcd all that took place until he had 
decided it was time for hint to act. • 

“Iluh, him feller plenty bad, me sabby,” he added at 
the conclusion of his ^Jtory. “All same, him feller make 
for shootum, me shootum him feller too quick like so.” 

Tom laughcfl. “Guess that fizz-boom-bain wouldn’t 
liave caused any fatalities,” he said, “Init that scalawag 
didn’t know it wasn’t a lethal weapon.” 

Gandi grinned. “ Me tcllwrn killum that feller all right. 
Killum*ay same^killuih pig. Him feller all samt^ pig, 
me. sabby.” 

“Only difference is he isn’t good to cat,” agreed Tom. 
“Well, wc’vc seen the last of him, so let’s eat an^l get to 
work.” 

“I’m not so sure about that—seeing the last of*him,” 
said Dr. Ilewdctt as they resumed their interrupted meal. 
“He threatened to rctury and if he does he will doubtless 
come with a larger party artd better armed. He won’t 
depend upon an empty carbine as a bluff next time. I am 
really quite worried.” § 

“Pm not,” Tom declared. “He’s seen enough of tis. 
He just put up a big^ bluff and it didn’t wmk. We’ll never 
set eyes on him and his g^g again.” • 

“I’ve been wondering hbw he knew we had killed pigs, 
and why he dared to try to frighten us into paying for 
them,” said Jimmy. “ Where do you tliinlc he came fjrora ? 
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Fie didn’t seem like a native of Anona —theme so quiet 
and peaceable. It seems to me there’s a mysten^ir about hi$ 
visit.” , * /I 

“Nonsense,” Tpm assured*her. **1 admit he may not 
be a local rascal. He’s probably a smuggler from Cuba 
or Santo Domingo, or maybe a fisherman, who just 
happened along, and finding us here decided to try to 
bluff us into paying him. He knew tliere arc pigs on the 
cay and that the^chances are we had shot some of them. 
That gave him the idea of claiming they belonged to 
him.” H 

“ beggin’ you pardon, chief,” said Sam. “Ah assume he 
knows the cay right well already.^ Plenty smugglers come 
this side and cotch pigs. But hovvsomevcr he come, he 
sure is con iiption, yaas, sir, he pure corruption and no 
mistake.” » 

“I thoroughly agree with you therg,” cliiickled Dr. 
Hewlett. “Very probably the rascals did drop in here 
after pork, and finding us here decided to help tliemselves 
to our possc'ssioiis. He knew I would not consent to pay 
the Jiuncb'cd dollars he demanded, and he would have run 
little lisk by robbing or even by murdering us. No one 
would have been the wiser until the sloop called for us. 
Even then there would be no /evidence to show who 
committted the crime. I Am sorry w^e are not better 
etjuipped with firearms and haven’t a camp tl\at can be 
adequately protected.” ♦' 

“Why didn’t you keep the carbine?” Jimmy.asked 
t\im. “That w’ould have been one more gun.” 

“It wourdn’t have been of apy use—except as a club,” 
Tom told her. “It wasn’t loaded and I doubt if the rascal 
had any shells for it. And it wasn’t fit to be used—the 
lock was so rusty 1 doubt if it could have been fired. 
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But”—^heWadded) turning to Dr. Hewlett with a grin— 
' “it’s too iad you forgot to ask the governor of Anona to 
supply us^upth an arnted police guard.” 

“ Even assuming 1 had tlone so he «vouldn't have fur¬ 
nished a guard,”*the scientist replied. “The ownership 
of Buccaneer*s Cay is uncertain. It’s a sort of No Man’s 
Land, which in a wa}*" adds to our danger.” 

“ Why not take possession in the name of Uncle Sam?” 
suggested the girl. • • 

“By Jove, that’s not half a bad idea,” exclaimed her 
uncle. “I believe we have an American flag somewhere. 
I’ll hunt jt up -and fly it. Then in case that scalawag 
rethrns I’ll inform l^m that he is on United States 
territory. Perhaps the sight of our flag, and my bluff 
may cause him to withdraw.” 

“It may—if he comes,nvhich he won’t,” declared Tom 
wdrh ‘assurance^ “ But we’ll * nail to the mast oiir starry 
flag ’ just the ’lamc.” • 

“And if he arrives we’ll demand payment for allowing 
Ids swine to trespass on the sacred soil of tkc Uidted 
States,” laughed Jimmy. 

With all due ceremony tlie flag was hoisted to the top 
of a long bamboo pole above the camp. Three lusty 
cheers were given,^eTien Sam who boasted proudly of 
being a “subjec* of the Kfng ” joining in witli a will. 
Then, realising that even if Dr. Hewlett’s #forcboding» 
proved true and the raiders returned that it would be 
some time before they reappeared, tlie party resumed 
their work within the cavern. 



CHAPTER TEN 


c;andi saves the day- 

It was only natural that for several days the chief topic 
of conversation should have bcexi the unwelcome visitors 
to the cay. •' * 

"I don’t sec tvhy you should worry over their possible 
return,” Tom told Dr. Hewlett, wh«n the latter again 
expressed his fear that the dc*}Mrting leader’s thrc;at might 
be carried out. “Even if they actiyilly planfted to codie 
back and raid us they’d scarcely have tima It would 
take them at least two days to make Anona, assuming 
they came from there, and anotlfer day to reach Cuba or 
Santo Do'mingo if that’s where they*L)clong. Even.if’they 
turned right around and came back they couldn’t get 
here before our sloop arrives.” 

“Quite /rue,” the scientist agreed, “provided,” he 
continued, “ that our sloop as you call it arrives on time 
and that mx set sail inimccliately. But time, to the natives 
of these islands, is of little importance and I w^ould not 
be at all surprised if the sloop slifiujd be a w'cek late. 
Moreover, I do not feel at all ceftain that there is not some 
connivance between those rascals’ visit and the skipper 
of our sloop. If so, he may not retmn for us.” 

“Tlien we’ll be marooned here!” cried Jimmy. 
“^Temporarily, yes, if he doesn’t fulfil bis promise,” her 
«mclc told her. “ But the officials,well as the consular 
agent, at Anona know where we are and undoubtedly a 
vessel would eventually be sent to investigate.” 

“I hadn’t tliought of tlxe possibility of that skipper 
* 78 
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having ajiything to do with that gang coming here,** 
' said Tom. “But now you mention it I slioul&n’t wonder 
if you’rcli^^ht. I expect ^11 of tliese mixed bloods arc 
wreckers «nd %mu|fglers fet heart an;^! would turn out- 
and-out pirates if they had a chance. I noticed tliat 
confounded skipper had an avaricious expression when 
he looked at our stuff. lie miglit have tipped the others 
off to the fact that we arc not heavily armed and would 
be easy marks.” 

“I really can’t believe he had a part in it,” declared the 
girl. “He may hav*? mentioned our being lierc or said 
something that gave those scoundrels the idea of trying 
to Yoh us, but I don’tJ)elievc he had any real part in it. 
And if he did it seems to me he'd be sui’C to come for us 
just to make it appear he is innocent. If he diihft keep 
his promise it would look as if lie Iiad a guilty conscience 
and \^oyld thre^w all the more suspicion upon hihi.” 

.“1 admit there is some logic in that argument,” said 
the scientist. “Well, pcrliaps my fears and forebodings 
are unfounded. However, I do think wc should maintain 
a watcli at the landing place. For all wc know, those four 
may muster up courage enough to come sneaking back 
some night trusting to take us by surprise, or they may 
meet another boatjpad of their fellows and join forces 
and return.” 

“Maybe you’re right,” assented Torn. .“They’re a 
nasty bunch—pure coiruption, as Sam says, and we can’t 
afford to take any chance of a surj>»rise raid. I suppose 
Gandi is the best^an to act as lookout at the landing.” 

“Yes, no doubt aboutfhat,” declared Dr. Hewlett, “but 
we cannot w^ell spare him if wc are to complete our 
excavations before wc leave.” 

Jimmy laughed gaily. “Why, you just said we might 
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be marooned here indefinitely!” she reminded him. 

Why woriy about not completing your work before, the 
sloop arrives if you fear it njay never show y f } But all 
joking aside, why, can’t I keep wat*ch? J’m not needed 
in the cave and IM as soon stay down at the landing as up 
here. Then in tlie afternoon when you stop digging, 
Gandi can relieve me and I can carry on with my cleriail 
duties as usual.” 

“Ilmm, I think'that suggestion may be the solution to 
the problem,” the scientist replied. “If any one should 
appear you would be in no danger,*but could notify us 
at once. And with a lean-to at thejanding Gandi could 
remain tlicre all night. Yes, I think that is »ur best plan.” 

Accordingly, a small thatched shed was, erected near 
the landing-place and a constant vigil was maintained. 

But the days passed, nothing occurrctl to disturb them, 
and anlious to complete their woi*k before the arrJval of 
tlie sloop, the men worl^d harder than ever in the cavenw. 
These had proved a rich field for excavations and quantities 
of specimens had been unearthed. There were stone and 
shell implements, broken pottery, ancient wooden articles, 
bone fish-hooks and awls, a few coarse textiles of yucca 
fibre, a number of baskets and several complete skeletons 
of the aborigines. As fast as tlj/e specimens had been 
labelled and catalogued thcy^iad been packed in strong 
wooden casf^s piled under a waterproof canvas sheltcr- 
tent, and covered with a tarpauliit, 

Greatly elated at the success of his expedition, and 
deeply regretting that he had not planned a longer stay 
on the cay, Dr. Hewlett seemed relieved and pleased rather 
than disapjx>inted or worried when the sloop failed to 
appear at the expiration of the month. 

^You actually seem to enjoy the idea of being 
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marooned,” Jimmy stated. •* Well, I suppose we might 
be much worse oiF. This isn’t a desert island By any means. 
We can’^ i|tarve to dhath,,and we already have our Man 
Friday or rather t^ o of \hcm.” 

“I am not contemplating being marooned,” her uncle 
declared. “You forget that your logical argument as 
to the sloop’s captain returning as evidence of his inno* 
cence, assuming that he had a part in the attempted raid, 
convinced me that he assuredly wiM return. I believe 
I mentioned that I should not be suq>rised if he came late, 
however, and I sinfcrely hope he does not arrive for some 
days. T^e delay will enable us to complete our work in 
tlfe cave.” 

So, taking advantage of their additional time on the 
island, the men became completely alisorbed in the work 
of excavating and gave licarccly a passing thought to the 
oveAime sloop,or the* rascals who had paid theiti a visit. 
.Then one daj’ as they were bus^ in tlie burial cave, they 
Tpere rudely interrupted by Sam who rushed into the 
cavern excited and breathless. , 

“Wa la, chief, they’s come back!” he gapped. “It a 
big sloop, chief, and it carryin’ a-plenty men.^ 

“Are you sure it’s not our sloop?” Dr. Hewlett 
demanded as, draping shovel and pick, they dashed 
from the cave. • 

“Yaas, sir, chief,” declared Sam. “Ah jvas down at 
the landin’ talkin’ with Gandi and Ah see them plain as is^ 
And Ah recognise that yaller spigotty nigger what come 
beforelime. Ai^ he corruption, <^ief, he pure (cor¬ 
ruption.” 

“Then they have returned!” cried Tom. “Well, they 
didn’t surprise us this time. Where’s Gandi? Where’s 
Jimmy?” 



82 


CARIB GOLD ^ 

**Gandi hp a-spyin’ on tlicy,” Sam told hirti. “And 
Mistress Jinimy, All don’t know whereabouts she is. 
She gone for take a walk in the busR some tiny lince and 
she not returned yoit, chief.” 

“Thank heaven she isn’t here,” Dr. Hewlett exclaimed. 
“ I only hope site’s at the other en(^ of the island and stays 
away. The Lord know's what may happen.” 

“If we can’t drive them off we can pay them as a last 
resort,” said Tom.*' “But I’ve plenty of cartridges, and 
even if a shotgun isn’t exactly a deadly weapon cxcq)t at 
close range, double B’s and number frur sliot are darned 
unpleasant. Besides, Gandi’s sneaking somcwdiei;e in their 
rear, and finally there’s Old Glory tp bluff tliftm.” 

“If they attempt to attack us and raid the camp our 
best plan wdll be to retire to the cave,” declared the scien¬ 
tist as they reached the tent and Tom loaded his gun and 
filled hiS pockets with shells. “It^s forginate tjiat w€ 
stored so much of our ojiifit in that second cavern.” 

“Good idea holding the cave,” agreed Tom. “All the 
advantage/in our side in there in the darkness with them 
in the light, outside. But how about Jimmy? She might 
come ba»k at any moment.” 

“ If she hears the fighdng she’ll be warned and if she’s 
as sensible as I think her, she’ll sl»>y^away or approach 
very cautiously,” Dr. Hewdett relied. “ Besides,” he added, 
“ there’s the Bear entrance to the cave so she could join us 
without being seen by tlie rascals.” # 

“ Here tlrcy come,” exclaimed Tom. “ We’ll soon know 
what’s on their minds this time.” r 
♦ A crowd of nearly twenty rufiigns had appeared at the 
end of the pathway and w'ere advancing confidently 
across the clearing towards the camp, and the three men 
yrho instantly recognised tw'O of the members of the 
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former perty, together with their leader ivho now. 
however, kept dose to his companions. 

As a \vh#I^, they wxrtf an even more villainous appearing 
lot than thx? foui wh5 had Arst visited ijiie camp. All were 
ragged, unkempt and bare-footed. Several were nearly 
white, others were quadroons and mulattoes, and several 
were coal-black Negroes. One of the latter was a veritable 
giant, a gorilla-like monster with a barrel chest, enor¬ 
mously long and powerful arms and a* bullet head with 
a diabolicallv cruel and bestial face. 

“Good Lord, talk about your monsters!” exclaimed Tom 
as the gang came to a halt and the giant African hunched 
fo^^^ard as if M)out to }y.irl his black bulk at die defenders 
of the camp.That beast is Kong in the Ac's!!.” 

“Thank heavens few of them have guns,” muttered 
the scientist. 

“ Yo\i Ijet, and,those fhcy’vc got aren’t good for fniich,** 
acfded Tom. , 

“So the Americanos ccs expecting us, no?” cried the 
leader of the raiders, still kec})ing well back from the 
front ranks of his men. “ Mebbe thecs lime eet js not me, 
myself, what ecs the joke, eh. Mebbe thecs timtjbcct ccs 
the other feet that ees in die boot, yes. Thecs time I am 
ready. Si senor” ^ , 

“And this time I again hrder you off the cay,” Dr. 
Hewlett replied. “ Don’t you know you ami ygiir men arc 

on United States tcrridlry ? See that flag-” He pointed 

to the flag flying above die tent. 

The fellow shriigged his shoulders and sneered cotj- 
teinptuously. “Si, me, I myself see heem,” he replied. 
“But me, I spit on that flag, yes. Mebbe the Americanos 
have take dices cay, mebbe no, quien sabel But-” 

“If I should pay you the hundred dollars you demanded 
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how do I Ipow you’ll leave?” demanded die scientist, 
interrupting the leader’s words. 

“The hundred dollars!” cried die rascal. /SCaramhay 
that ees to make the laugh.” At his words his'comrades 
roared witli hoarse laughter. “The Americano theenk 
cct CCS the peeg I come for, no?” the fellow continued. 
“ The peeg what you keel. Por dios^ no senor. The peeg ees 
what you call hccm—the camouflage. The peeg, what ees 
he? He is not belong to me,' no. And one hundred 
dollars, cct is nada, nothing. No, sefior^ it ees not the 
peeg but the treasure I come for.” f 

“Treasure?” cried Tom. “ What the devil are, you talk¬ 
ing about? We haven't any treasure.” 

“ Excoose me, but you ees one beeg liar, yes,” snapped 
the yellow-faced scoundrel. “ Give to me the treasure you 
find and we go and not come back. But eef you not give 
cet me, 1 myself take ect.” 

“ Confound you, we have no treasure,” exclaimed Dr. 
Hewlett, “I’ll pay you a reasonable sum to be rid of 
you, but you’re crazy to talk about a treasure.” 

“Mebbe me, myself, not the one who ees loco^ no,” 
grinned the fellow. “The Americanos dig for the treasure 
and tliey find ect. Now I come for eet. You tlxink me one 
damn fool, no? Mebbe me not «se^the dirt you have 
dig. Mebbe me not know tile treasure he ees in those 
chests, no?” „ 

The scientist laughed sarcasticallyt “ You are a fool, and 
a bigger one than I thought,” he snapped. “ We’ve been 
digging for specimens, for anti^tie-dad^Sy Indian relics, 
not for treasure. Those boxes certain bones and broken 
*pottery and stone implements. You’re perfectly welcome 
to all the treasure you hnd on the cay. But we haven’t 
found any,” 
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For an instant the rascal looked puzzled, and addressing 
his comrades he spoke rapidly in Spanish patois in low 
tones. JT^en he turhcd. Caramboy how me know you 
not tell* one^anih licJ*’ he dcmai^ded. “The treasure 
mehbe you not-find heem. Mebbe you find heem, yes. 
Eet ecs easy to know. ^ We will take look and see eef eet 
ecs treasure in the chests, no.” 

“ Don’t you dare touch those cases,” cried the scientist. 
If you injure those speoimens. I’ll, I’H-” 

“Easy, Doctor,” Tom warned him. “Let them look. 
I’d say. It may sa^e a lot of trouble if it is that mythical 
treasure^ they want and think tve’ve found.” 

CarambtJfy the seny^- he have the sense, yes,” grinned 
the leader- Summoning several of his men he stq>j>ed 
forward, his gun held ready for use, and in Spanish 
ordered the men to break optm the packing-cases. 

Ftinjing an^ sectfting with indignation, Dr! Hewlett 
.stood watching, fully realising j:hat the only wise course 
was to permit tlte scoundrels to sec for themselves that 
die cases held only s]>ecimcns. But as the l^irly rascals 
smashed a cover from the first case, and tiiigning it over 
dumped its cf)ntents crashing oA to the groiuLdt a berserk 
rage overcame him. Utterly regardless of all conse¬ 
quences he sprang forward, and seizing an iron bar one 
of the men had dropped!; aimed a terrific blow at the 
fellow nearest to him. The man went dow;n like a felled 
ox, but his comr%de leaped aside and his machete 
flashed. At the same insttmt the leader spat out an oath 
and cocked his gun. But before he could press the trigger 
Tom’s weapon roared. The gun flew from the leader’s 
hands as the chaige of shot struck it, and with a howl of 
pain the fellow stared dumbly at the blood flowing from 
his left hand. 



86 


1 


CARIB 'gold 

“Quick, to the cave!” cried Tom, and covering th^ 
scientist’s retreat he began back towards tlie entrance 
^ of the cavern with Sam, who had seited tiie lea^ejj’s gun, 
by his side. 

Taken completely by surprise at the .sudden turn of 
events, and with their attention concentrated upon their 
woundcMil leader, the men made no attempt to prevent the 
three from reaching the shelter of the cave. But as Tom 
and Sara ducked wUhin tlic entriince of the cavera the 
rascals rushed forwards, shouting and cursing and 
brandishing their weapons. ^ 

^ El cuevor yelled their a i]>pled leader. Cammha^ 
the treasure it is there!” he fairly screamed in Spanish. 
“Kill them! They are but three!” 

But his gang hesitated. They well knew that to rush 
the cave meant death or serious injuries to some of them, 
and nonc'of the villains had any desire to be tlic first to 
form a target for Tom’s gun. 

Despite the frantic efforts of tlicir leader to urge them 
to the att:\pk they refused to advance, but gabbled 
excitedly in Ipw tones. Then one of their number stepped 
to the dyi®g camp fire and fanned the embers into flames 
while others began gathering dry wood and green 
branches. 

“They’re going to try to smoke us^out,” araiounced 
Tom as he ant} tlic others watched the proceedings from 
their refuge in the cavern. i 

“All ’spect w’C bound scootle out the back door, chief,” 
muttered Sam. “Soon’s ever the smoke^ome a-driftin’ 
in we bound to scootle.” ^ 

^“Not on your life!” Tom snapped. “You don’t catch 
me ‘ scootling ’ away and leaving those devils to destroy 
pur camp, make off wdth oiu things and leave us 
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marooned. The first to come within range wath that fire 
is going to get a charge of double B*s. Is tiat gun any 
good, Sajn,?” 

Sam cjiftniin^l tRe leatfcr’s wcapoj|,as carefully as the 
dim light pcrmiKcd. “No, sir, chicT,” he replied. “It 
mash up for fair. You shot bust he too well.** 

“Here they conic!” announced the scientist, as two of 
die men approached, one carrying a bundle of sticks 
and leaves, the other a filming branch of resinous wood. 

“ Confound them, they’ve got more sense than C 
thought,” ejaculate^ Tom. “I can’t fire at tlicni withouc 
exposing myself, the way tliey’re sneaking along tlic side 
of \hQ cliff. But, by glory, I’ll make it darned liot for the 
rest of the Imnch to make ii]> for it. I never thought I’d 
take pleasure in shooting a man but here’s where I do.” 

Raising liis gun he a^med at the crowd about their 
Icadct and his ^nger had tightened on the trigger, when 
fyom somewhere in the nciglibfiuring jungle came tb.c 
peculiar report of Candi’s gun. With a wild cry the man 
W'ith the firebrand staggered hack, scrcaming.in agony, 
blood streaming from his face. Then as Jiis fellow, 
dropping his load of combustililes, dashed f(V safety 
towards the camp and presented a splendid target, Tom 
fired. # 

With a yell thaf might* have been heard the length 
of the cay the rascal leaped high in the air^ doubled up, 
and howling with ]:%in rolled and floundered into the 
shelter of the stacked packing cases. 

“I’ll bet he wpn’t sit down for a month,” observed 
Tom grimly. “I wond<jycd when w^e’d hear from Gandi. 
Well, here goes for a mass shot. They’re panicky already. 
Look out!” 

As he spoke the raiders’ guns flashed and shot and bullets 
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'whanged into the rocky ledge about the cavern mouth 
and sang thrtf'ugh the darkness. But Dr. Hewlett and his 
, two companions had ducked b^ck atf Tom’s wayi^ing and 
were untouched. . 

“About time Ganri’s fizz-boom-bam got in some more 
work,” muttered Tom as he cautiously raised his gun 
above the protecting edge of rock. 

Screams, oaths, curses and shots arose from the raiders* 
tliroats as the heavy t,hot from Tom’s weapon found marks 
in limbs and bodies, and stooping low and forgetting all 
about treasure, half a dozen of the sccjttndrels dashed for 
the patli to the landing- But before they could make it 
the report,of Carib’s gun again came fronythe shelter 
of the woods and with a strange gurgling cry the foremost 
raider plunged forward and lay motionless. 

Panic now seized the remaining rascals. To remain 
where they W'cre meant being peppfered whh shot fi om 
Tom’s gun with no change of rushing the cave. Witii the 
unseen marksman in die forest it was equally impossible 
to attempt ^to smoke out the defenders of the cave with 
its supposed, treasure. And to retreat down the pathway 
meant death or wounds ^t the hands of Gandi concealed 
in the jungle. Cowering back of the tents and dunnage, 
die gang consulted for a few momifits. 

“Dam them, I can’t give dfem another dose without 
riddling the .tents,” Tom complained. “Hallo, where 
do you suppose he’s going?” As T/<m spoke, the giant 
Negro suddenly dashed from behind a tent, and despite 
the^ charge of double B’s to speed him«.on his way, he 
jiranished in the jungle on the oppofite side of the clearing. 

“They’re up to some deviltry,” declared Dr. Hewlett, 
“but 1 can’t make out what. I only hope and pray that 
Jimmy keeps out of their reach. It-” 
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“There they go I” exclaimed Tom as the reijiaining men 
suddenly leaped from their shelters and d<^hed for the 
pathway^ . 

• As he«spok^, he fired* both barrels at the retreating 
bandits, but they were too far distant for fatalties or 
serious injuries to result, and they niercly ran the faster 
as the shot peppered tlieir backs. 

“lt*s darned funny that Gandi didn’t take another pot¬ 
shot at them,” declared Tom as the last of tlic gang 
disappeared. “Well, it looks as if we’re the victors. I 
wonder if Gandi filled that rascal he shot. I don’t see 
his body there.” 

^Beggm* you pardon, chief. Ah see his mates pick he 
up and carry he ofF,”^am told him. 

“ I’m not in the least interested in the matter of his fate,” 
growled Dr. Hewlett. “I’d very gladly have killed them 
myself when I saw Cliem smashing my specimens. But 
I am worried ^out Jimmy, and where on eartli is Gandi. 

i—” 

“There’s your answer I” dmckled Tom as the far-away 
report of die Carib’s gun reached them. “Still on duty 
and harassing the enemy’s dank 1 should say. { hope he 
got another of the devils,” 
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Indian warfare 

I 

Ganbi, “a-spyin’” on the bandits as Sam hnd expressed 
it, had seen the fellows land, and keeping to the jungle, 
his presence unsusjitected by the scoundrels, had followed 
them to the camp, his keen eyes watching their every move. 
Although always speaking in his taljc.y-talky” jargon of 
the Guiana Indians, yet he understood English as vs ell as 
any one. Morc<jver, he could understand atid spetik 
Spanish, for his tribe lived close to the \'enezuclan border, 
and in addition he had accon)panicd Dr. Hewlett on a 
number of expeditions to CentEial and Soudi America. 
As lie ke{>t witliin soimd as w ell as sight of the raidets he 
heard and understood aP that vvas said, and being much 
nearer to them than were his friends, he caught much 
of die raspals’ talk w^hich Dr. Ilewdctt and his com¬ 
panions did^not overhear. He knew that villainous and 
desperateios diey were, /et they did not plan to resort to 
extreme measures or violence if such could be avoided, 
for wliile tlic mulatto leader anA the gigantic Negro 
were in favour of an attack •and the slaughter of the 
scientist and.lus companions, the others were strong 
against it. It w"as quite another jfriatter, they argued, 
to make off with die treasure (which puzzled Gandi 
greatly, for he hadn’t the least idea wjiat they meant) 
even if the Americanos refused to deliver it and they were 
compelled to use force, to the extent of beating up or 
even wounding die scientist and his friends, in order to 
secure it. 
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Gancli, therefore, was in something of a cjuandary as 
to what he should do. He could not joinihis friends 
without ^ojlowing a ^ong jounoabout route to the rear 
entrance to the, caverns, Aid he felt ^lat long before he 
reached them hostilities would begin, imd that he w^oiild 
be far more useful in his present situation than beside 
the scientist and the other two. From his vantage point 
liidden in the jungle he could easily have shot the leader 
or any one of the raiders, and w hile l»c would have had 
no compunctions about killing one of the rascals, whom 
he regarded as “all tj^c same pig” as he expressed it, he felt 
rliat to do^ so ivould merely precipitate a battle and that 
it was wises? to refrain until matters came to a head. 
And when tlic fracas began and Dr. Hewlett struck the first 
blow, affairs moved so swiftly that before the Carib could 
make up his mind wdiat tp do his friends v/erc within the 
cavc,*th^ leader^ of th^ raiders w'as crippled and nnothcr 
njember of tlic gang lay inert an^J uiiconsious under the 
impact of tlie scicntist\s bludgeon. At sight of battle 
Gandi instantly became transformed from peaceful, 
civilised Indian into a savage Carib warrior^ cool, cal¬ 
culating and cunning, filled with the lust to iill. No 
doubt a wdiitc man in his place would have blazed aw^ay 
at tJie enemy, regardless of consequences. But not so 
the Indian. Fully aware of ^he limitations of his weapon 
and tliat he could not bring down his man at such a 
distance, he slipped Silently through the dense growth 
until scarcely thirty yards fVom the nearest of the raiders. 
Raising his gun ly took careful aim at the leader and was 
on the point of pressing ^hc trigger when he saw the man 
gathering tinder while another fanned the camp fire into 
flame, and instantly divining their puq>ose, concentrated 
his attention upon them. 
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He knewithat by approaching close to the clifF the two 
scoundrels <>ould reach the entrance to the cavern without 
exposing themselves to the defenders’ fire. An^ to do so 
they must pass wi^in thirty fi-et of*where he*crouchedJ 
Gandi smiled. Atycthat range his ancient weapon could 
be depended upon to kill or maim, and grimly he waited 
as the unsuspecting fellow with the torch approached. 

Not until the rascal neared the base of the cliff and in 
another instant would have coimded an outcrop of 
rock did Gandi fire. As, screaming in agony, the man 
staggered back, all the attentions of his comrades were 
concentrated upon him, and Gandi slipped silently 
and swiftly from his hiding place. By ♦vhe time 'the 
raiders had recovered from their consternation at being 
shot at by an unseen foe, the Carib was hurriedly re¬ 
loading his gun several hundrjpd feet from his former 
cover. ‘ * 

I • 

Before he had finished ramming down the shot the 
sound of the raiders’ fusillade came to his ears, followed 
by the heavier, mufRcd report of Tom’s gun. The Carib 
had barely,time to press a percussion cap on the nipple 
of his weapon and wriggle forw’ard within view of the 
pathway when the first of tlie fleeing bandits dashed into 
sight, only to be bowled over lih^ a running rabbit by 
Gandi*s cliarge at point-blank^ range. 

Again the, Indian withdrew quickly and crouching 
among the larger trees began re^arging his gun. But 
before it was reloaded the dual reports of Tom’s gun roared 
oyt, and the next instant the sounds ,.of running feet, 
shouts, cries and curses from the direction of the trail 
told Gandi that the enemy was in full retreat. Hastily 
ramming in a charge of shot he hurried forward nnly to 
see the last of the raiders vanishing around a bend in the 
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pathway. Turning back, he was about to hurry through 
the jungle towards the landing in the hopesiof getting a 
final shoj at his foes, ^hen.he suddenly halted, every sense 
’alert. Oflly an Indian’s dkrs could hs^e detected the faint 
sounds which had caused him to ^eeze, motionless, 
listening. Then once again he heard tliem. The scarcely 
audible sounds of a snapping twig, and of some large body 
moving tltrough the jungle not far distant. Someone 
was approaching, some •unseen foe, fbr the sounds were 
not those made by a wild pig; Jimmy would not be 
stealing through ^e jimgle so cautiously, and if Dr. 
Hewlett, .Tom or Sam had left the camp to follow the 
rafdcrs they*would l^ve been on the trail, not in the 
woods. Crouching low, Gandi waited, peering fixedly in 
the direction whence the sounds had come, but tlierc was 
no sign of movement and only the chirping of birds and 
the Ihrjll note^ of an insect broke the silence.* Then, 
suddenly, some body crashed in •the bushes behind him 
and Gandi wheeled to see a gigantic Negro riLsiiing at 
him. Naked to the waist, his thick lips drawn back over 
his gleaming white teeth and with upraised machete 
gripped in one enormous fist he*was a savage, cerrifying 
apparition. There was no time for the suq>riscd Carib 
to aim and fire hisjguif, but as if a coiled spring had been 
released beneath him he leiped to one side as the slashing, 
murderous blade descended, and dashed off through the 
jungle. Close at his luels came the huge black. There was 
no time for the Indian to stop and fire at his foe, no 
chance even to ^tuni and look back, and with all liis 
faculties concentrated upon the jungle before him he 
raced on, heading for a section of the cay where the 
forest gave way to clumps of giant bamboo. Once there 
he felt that he could outdistance his enemy sufficiently 
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to afford an*opportunity to use his gun, for while he 
could dodge/4)ctwccn them, the iron-hard stalks would 
, resist cvai the weight and strength of the goplla-like 
Negro whose body was far too bufky to ^ass through tliem. 
For a space it WiOs An almost cvcji race, but gradually 
Gandi realised by the sounds in . his rear that he w^as 
gaining. They were now dashing along the edge of a 
gully or small ravine, its steep sides strewn with masses 
of weathered rock, and like an inspiration a scheme flashed 
through the Indian’s mind. As he dodged around a thick 
mass of thorny, tangled vines he leaped suddenly to one 
side, and down the bank of the gulch. Checking himself, 
he seized a loose mass of rock, wrcnclj.cd it free^’sent it roll¬ 
ing and bounding down the decline, and turrting, tlirew 
himself beneath an uprooted tree. It had taken only an 
instant. Flat on the ground, beneath the sheltering bole 
and tangled roots of the fallen tree, Gajidi hci^rd his 
pursuer halt, momentarily at a loss as to the course his, 
quarry had taken. Then, Itearing the loosed stone crash¬ 
ing through the thick growth at the bottom of the 
ravine, tlie Negro uttered a savage shout and sprang down 
the sIope.e The Carib sniilcd triumphantly. His clever 
ruse had worked, and as die giant black half-ran and half- 
slid downwards wdthin a dozen tet of the fallen tree, 
Gandi fired. At that distance he could not miss and the 
charge of shot.^vas as deadly as a soft-nosed bullet from a 
high-powered rifle. Without a souncUhe Negro collapsed, 
his maclxcte fell jangling upon die rocks, and plunging 
foryrard, lus lifeless body went roiling, .crashing to the 
^bottom of the gulch. 

Crawling from his hiding place the Indian calmly 
reloaded his gim, picked up the machete, and without a 
backward glance at the spot where the slain raider’s 
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body had come to rest, hurried up the slope aad started at 
a dogtrot towards die landing place. i 

The gljni: of water tind brilliant sunshine between die 
irccs ahedli wasned )G^andf that he was nearing the beach, 
and moving cautiously he approached Vic fringe of jungle, 
got his bearings, and dufking back ifito the woods hurried 
onwards until he unerringly reached a spot that com¬ 
manded a view of the landing and the water beyond. A 
little more than half-way across the gut the raiders’ 
sloop swung at her moorings, her deck crowded with 
men, while some rif|y yards from the landing place was 
their smaJJ boat with two men resting on their oars, their 
eye% fixed iijtm the cj^y as if awaiting someone. Gandi 
grinned. They would have a lojig wait if dicy ivcre 
watching for the giant Negro to appear and rejoin Jiis 
mates. But presently a shout from die sloop caused 
the ihe]gi to tupi, and apparently obeying a command, 
they swung the boat and pulled their vessel. As soon 
as it was alongside .several men leaped into it and the boat 
was rowed across the gut to the islet wher« the men 
disembarked. Back to die sloop came the snu^ll boat and 
once more it made a trip to dfc islet with a cargo of 
bandits. But as for the third time it reached the sloop’s 
side, and those still on4)oard the vessel began to embark, 
Gandi uttered a low surjfirised cry and stared, almost 
unable to believe his eyes, at one of tli^e distant figures. 
But there could be question, no doubt about it. The 
figure, neatly clad in khaki shire and breeches in sharp^ 
contrast to the u»kempt, ragged bandits, was Jimmy. ^ 



CHAPTER TWELVJJ 

THE ItAIDEltS TAKE A PBISONER 

Ki 

frMMT HAD found it rather monotonous work keeping 
watch at the lanckng. For the Arst few da)rs of her vigil 
she had thoroughly enjoyed it, and the hours had passed 
swiftly. But very soon she had e^^hausted the fund of 
entertainment to be found in observing Nature, and after 
clerical work was completed had little r<> occupy •her 
mind. And it did seem a rather useless occupation to 
stay there watching for the reappearance of the rascals 
whom she felt certain would never return. She would 
have preferred to si>end her time fexploryig the ca.y. She 
had not seen half the li|tle island a^id at any time the sloop 
might arrive and they would be sailing away. She won^ 
dcred wli£^t die other side of the cay was like. Perhaps, 
she thougjit, there might be other caves even richer in 
archaeological treasures* than those they had discovered. 

So, as Sam had said, she was “gone for take a walk,” 
when the sloop with its horde of jsoiders arrived. Wander¬ 
ing rather aimlessly and folKiwing ho particular course, 
but picking her way through the more oi>en woods where 
there were the fewest impedimenjlf^ to her progress, she 
had come out upon the summit of a rocky headland on the 
southern shore of the cay. As her eyfs swept the wide 
expanse of sparkling azure flecked with crinkling white 
waves, she caught a glimpse of a large sloop entering the 
channel through the distant mangrove swamp. 

^Our sloop’s come at last,” she thought, a bit regret- 
‘ 9 ^ 
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fully, “and Pll have to go back, I suppose. tBut,** she 
cx>nsoled herself, “ there’s no great hurry. It wijl be hours 
before they break c<tmp |nd pack and get everything 
od board. n’U s^y tight ^ere until the last minute.” 

Reclining upon •the grassy slope \^e watched the 
drifting clouds and white<apped wav& through half- 
shut eyes, until, quite unintentionally, her eyes closed and 
she dropped off to sleep. 

With a start she aw^ened, a bit dazed, and jumped to 
her feet. Something, some unusual sound, had aroused 
her, she felt sure, or l^d she merely dreamed it? In fact, 
she was not even certain that she had not dreamed of 
seeing the sloop. Perhajw . . . From somewhere in die 
distance came*the faint sound of a gunshot. Then two 
more in quick succession. That settled it. The sloop 
had arrived and they were waiting for her, summoning 
her to^hijrry ba<J: by Aring die three shots whidi had 
beep agre^ upon as a signal to rec^l any of the absent 
members of the party to the camp. 

Waiting only long enough to get her bearings^, Jimmy 
turned and plunged into the woods, taking as, nearly a 
direct course as possible towards the landing pl%ce. It 
w’as not really far, not more than a mile she felt sure, and 
in fifteen or twenty mmates she should be there. Then, 
as she hurried along, she heard the unmistakable sound 
of Gandi’s gun. “Golly, they are getting impatient!” 
she exclaimed to hers3/. “What’s the rush, I wonder. 
Aren’t they going to wait for limch? I’m famished.” 

She had not so ^ to travel as she had thought an<^ 
presendy the brighter light among the trees before her 
told her she was nearing the shore, and a moment later 
she stepped from the jungle to the open area betw'een the 
landing and the mangroves. 
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Stifling a terrified cry she stood staring, powerless to 
move, a^ the group of wild, piratical-looking men 
clambering aboard a boat at th<f landing. « 

Jimmy’s heart seemed acdially *’to oease beating and 
she felt weak an^I faint. The raideri had returned. The 
gunshots she haa heard must l^ave been tliose of a battle, 
the scoundrels were leaving. Had they killed her uncle 
and his comrades? All these thoughts flashed tlirough her 
mind in the fraction of a sceond, in the brief space of 
time that she stood there, too amazed and horrified to 
move. Then, before she could tuifi and duck back into 
the jungle, the ruffians saw her. 

" El muchacho!” shouted one of,the gangfas, cockirig his 
musket and swinging it to his ^loulder, he levelled the 
weapon at the terrified girl. 

Jimmy was sure her last moment had come, but 
before tlie fellow could fire die leaflet: sprang forward 
and knocked the gumbarrel aside. 

^Caramba^ no I Take him alive I” he cried in Spanish. 

At his words two of the men rushed for the girl. 
Filled with panic, Jimmy turned to run, her foot tripped 
in a vine, she plunged forward on her face, and before 
she could rise the bandits seized her and jerked her roughly 
to her feet. Stunned and half dtzed by her fall and mad 
with terror, yet dominating all else was the diought: 
“They called me muchacho, Thev think I’m a boy. I 
mustn’t scream. I mustn’t let taem know I’m a girl.” 
And widi a supreme effort she managed to control her 
potions, her desire to scream, the /aintness of abj<K:t 
fear that filled her, and her longing to fight and struggle, 
for she fully realised that to do so or to swoon would be 
to reveal her sex. 

**Carrq/o, this is good luck!” exclaimed the leader as 
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the girl, biting her lip to control herself, w«5 led un¬ 
resisting to the landing place. “You sec, Jos6i” he con¬ 
tinued, speaking in Spaitish and addressing the man who 
hacl been oA the 4 >oint of Srooting her, “how foolish it 
would be to kill thx^imchacho. Dead he ^’otild be only so 
much carrion, but alive —piil diablos^ he is as good as tlie 
treasure itself.” 

Then, turning to Jimmy who had understood but a 
few words of his colloquial* jargon, “ Yofl not scared, no? 
You theenk mebbe I keel you? Caramha^ no. You ccs 
what you call hcem English, the ransom, yes. You 
weel not be Jccel—^yet, muchacho. We weel keep you most 
safe, Jes. You tvecl wri^p it one letter to you friends like 
I say and you* weel be taken safe back to heem when 
they give to me the treasure. It ees a good bargain, 
no?” ^ 

Although Jimijiy remained silent, fearing to betray 
herself by her voice, she was vastly relieved. If the 
ruffians planned to hold her as hostage to be ransomed 
by the mythical treasure she was safe, for the •present, 
although she shuddered at thought of what miglit yet be 
her fate when her uncle, utterly incapable of delivering 
a treasure which did not exist, failed to comply with the 
leader’s demands. But theTe was a chance of being rescued. 
The other sloop might arriv^ and her captain might be 
convinced that there w^s no treasure and, might induce 
the raiders to free her. £>r some other vessel might stop 
at the cay. For that matter the officials at Anona might 
even send a government launch to the cay when ihe^ 
scientist and his party didn’t return on time. And the 
fact that the bandits thought her a boy was comforting. 
It was not strange that they should have done so, she 
realised. She was wearing trouser.s, her hair was short, shc^ 
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was taniied, and her face and hands were scratched and 
dirty from her fall, adding still more to her boyish 
appearance. For that master her nicknaci^'* had 
bestowed upon her owing *to her bi^yishAcss and her 
low-pitched huslfy voice. At thought of this she felt ever 
more relieved, *for she could speak with comparative 
safety. 

Such were her thoughts as her captors, still gripping her 
arms, ordered tier into the'boat and she was rowed 
towards the sloop at anchor near the farther shore of the 
gut. Suddenly as they neared di»eir vessel the rascals 
ceased rowing, listening intently. From somewhere on 
the cay the report of a gun reached them*,' a report which 
Jimmy instantly recognised as that of Gandi’s ancient 
weapon. And her heart sank at thought of her friends 
still searching for her, signalling to her, for the leader’s 
stateihent that he planned to ransom her for tlvi supposed 
treasure had assured her that her uncle and the others were 
still alive. Muttering to one another in a clipped patois 
Spanish' incomprehensible to the girl, the men resumed 
their rowing and were soon alongside the sloop. Half-led 
and half-pushed, Jimmy was placed in the cubbyhole of 
a cabin and locked in. 

It was insufferably hot add stu^, and climbing 
on one of the filthy wooden bunks Jimmy placed her face 
dose to onp of the small open pprts. 

What were the rascals up to > she wondered. Instead 
of getting up anchor and hoisting sail they were rowing 
/x)wards the islet. Landing on the beach they imloaded 
a number of sacks and several boxes, and only the two 
oarsmen returned to the sloop. A second boatload 
followed the first, and Jimmy, watching them, failed to 
hear a k^ grate in the rusty lock, and almost tumbled 



1 *HE RAIDERS TAKE A PRISONER lOX 

backwards in her fright as she turned at sound of a voice 
and saw the raiders’ leader standing in the ca];)in. 

The fellow’s lips tested back in what he intended 
for a reassuring s^le. ^Excoose,” he muttered, “but 
eet ees time for t!re letter to be write.” 

As he spoke he held opt a scrap of gt^easy paper and a 
pencil stub, and for the first time Jimmy noticed that 
his left hand was swathed in blood-stained rags, and she 
felt a strange thrill of exultation. The rascal had not 
escaped unscathed from his attack on the camp, that was 
certain, and she wondered if any other of his band had 
been woujvled or killed. 

Bfit the scoilhdrel wa/? waiting and descending from her 
perch, Jimmy* took the proffered pa}>er and pencil. Then, 
lowering her voice to its deepest pitch: “What do you 
want me to write?” she demanded. 

The*iivilatto grinneS. “Write that you ees prfsoncr. 
Tell heem when he give to me thewtreasure he have find 
I set you free, yes. Tell heem when he ees agree he shoot 
the gun two time and he wait one lectle and he sltoot two 
time more. That ees the signal, no. Then wc; make the 
trade, yes, and all ees well. Cardmba^ yes! he have keel 
me two mans, mebbe t’ree, but”—^shrugging his shoulders 
—“that ees the war, no? And”—he grinned—“eet is the 
more treasure for us he do dot keel.” 

Jimmy’s heart actually rejoiced as shcjie^d the rascal 
admit that her uncle and the others had accounted for 
two, perhaps three of the bandits. But she said nothing, 
and having added to the leader’s words that she wjyj 
unharmed she handed the hastily scrawled note to the 
mulatto. She would have liked to say more but she feared 
the rascal might be able to read and had been most careful 
to compose the fellow’s proposal as if he were writing it. 
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But as he took it and glanced at it she felt certain by the 
blank expr^ion on his face that it was meaningless to 
him. ^ ^ 

“ Bueno!^ he exclaimed. “ bfow ^weel see who his 
the joke on hcem, yes.” ^ 

Stepping to the door he called a command to his men 
and a moment later two of the fellows entered the cabin 
and grasping the girPs arms led her on to the deck and 
lifting her over ^che sloop’s side dropped her into the 
waiting boat. 
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THE ULTIMATUM 

« 

“Well, thus cndeth that chapter,** exclaimed Tom as 
the last of the raiders retreated down the trail carrying 
their dead or wounded comrades with them. “ How about 
chasing after the gaijig and speeding them on their way 
with number four slfot?’* 

Dr. HewlcttPshook his head. “To do so would be to 
jeopardise our lives,’* he declared. “Very probably that is 
exactly what they expected we would do and planned to 
ambush us. I shouldn’t be surprised if their retreat was 
merely a ruse tojdraw fis into the open.** 

“All I can say is that if it wasii’t*the real thing it was 
a darned good imitation,*’ said Tom. “I wonder wdiat 
Gandi fired at. Sounded a good ways oflF. And vbere the 
deuce is he?** ^ 

“ I’m far more concerned over Jimmy,** said the scientist. 
“She must have heard the shooting, and .she should be 
here by now.’* • 

“Gandi’s a-comin*, chief,*^ announced Sam who had 
been cautiously peering from the cave. 

A moment later tn^ Carib appeared. “ 'f hree cheers 
for the fizz-boom-bam!” exclaimai Tom. “You sure 
turned the tide of l?attle, Gandi. Who did you shoot that 
last time?** t 

“Me shootum one black feller,** replied the Indian. 
“He plenty try for killuni me. Me plenty run. Bimeby 

me killum all same pig. Me-*• 
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“Yes, ye«,* acclaimed Dr. Hewlett, interrupting the 
Carib’s nai;fativc. “But have you seen Jimmy? She hasn’t 
come back and Pm worried,” • 

“ Me seeum,” Gandi repliedMe's^pi^n MKsy Jimmy 

in boat. Bad fellers gottum. Me-'' 

“Good LordI”^cried the sciex^tist. “They’ve captured 
Jimmy and you stand there telling us what you’ve done 
when she’s in the power of those damnable beasts 1 Wc 
must do someching to rescue her. But what can we do, 
what can we do? Poor, poor Martha! They’ve carried her 
off and we’re helpless!” y 

Tom with tight-shut lips gritted his teeth. “The 
unspeakable, cursed brutes!” he muttered. •'“If they -*—^ 
“Him feller no makeum sail,” the Indian announced, 
“makeum land other side gut. Me seeum. Plenty feller 
go. Missy Jimmy go same way like so.” 

“Yon mean they’ve landed on* the c^^y?” ajed Tom 
springing to his feet. “By heavens, we’ll teach the skunks 
a lesson they won’t forget.” 

Gandi rhook his head “No come this side,” he said 
“Go topside.” 

“Ah Ispect he tryin’ for insinuate they on the little cay 
yonder, ’cross the gut, chief,” Sam hazarded. 

Dr. Hewlett, pacing back and* forth with bowed head 
and nearly distraught, haKcd abruptly in his stride. 
“Listen! WJjiat was that?” he cjaciffated. 

“Someone calling!” cried Tom I'S once more the sound 
of distant shout was heard. 

. With one accord all leaped to the cavern entrance and 
peered cautiously forth. No one was in sight, but once 
again, now louder and nearer, the call came Atom some 
unseen person in the direction of the trail. 

“It’s a man’s voice,” mutta:ed Dr. Hewlett. 
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“Who are you? What do you want?” believed Tom. 

In answer to his shout a man stepped from tl^e patliway 
into the clearing. In otft hand he carried a stick to which 
a’dirty white rag fastSied, and in the otlxer a smaller 
stick with somcthiiig white attached to one end. 

Keeping his eyes fixed.suspiciously uj^on the entrance 
to the cave the fellow stooped and planted the smaller 
stick upright in the earth. 

“ Una carta (a letter)!” ho shouted and hacking hurriedly 
away turned and dashed down the patliway as if the devil 
were at his heels. ^ 

“ By Jove., it must be a message from Jimmy I” cried the 
scieifcist, springing forward. 

“Hold onP Tom warned him, seizing Dr. Hewlett 
and dragging him back to the shelter of the rocks. “It 
may be just a trick to draw us into the open where tlicy 
can ruSh , 

“But, good Lord, Tom, it must4)e from Jimmy and 
important! Someone must get it.” 

“ Ah’ll fetch he, cluef,” volunteered Sam. “Justyou lend 
me you gun, Master Tom, and Ah’ll fetch he quick as is.” 

Stepping from the cave, Sam glanced about and with 
gun cocked and ready, marched across the clearing, 
retrieved the stick with the scrap of folded paper held in 
the split end, and returned udmolested to the cavern. 

With trembling hng^ Dr. Hewlett unfolded the paper 
and smoothing it out uttered an ejaculation of relief as 
he glanced at the hastily scrawled words. “We have 
caught the boy,” ho read aloud, “ and hold him for ransom^ 
Give us die treasure a^id we’ll return the muchacha 
unharmed. When you are ready to do this fire a gim twice, 
then wait a few moments and fire two more shots. Then 
bring the treasure to the landing and we will bring the 
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boy. Do rtot bring guns or try tricks if you want to see 
him alivc.^ P.S. Fm all right so far. Don’t worry, yet, 
Jimmy.” , « 

‘‘Thank God she’s unharmeSl” esftr^med ifr. Hewlett 
fervently. ^ 

"And still got%er wits aboutJier!” cried Tom. "She’s 
underlined the words ‘ boy * and ‘ niuchacho.’ By glory, 
that’s a comfort—that they tliink she’s a boy, and I’ll 
say she’s a smart kid to play tip to it. By glory, we’ll 
rescue her somehow.” 

"How can we?” groaned the scientist. "We haven’t 
any treasure to give the scoundrels.'" We have nothing— 
nothing of value to offer other than our ecpipment and a 
little more than a hundred dollars in cash.^* 

"They might accept tliat, if we could only convince 
them that we haven’t any treasure,” said Tom. “Maybe 
if wc invited them to send a coup'le of rpen, under' a flag 
of truce, to investigate, we could prove their confounded 
treasure doesn’t exist,” 

"Possilily,” admitted Dr. Hewlett, “but I doubt it. 
They are sp firmly convinced that we have found a treasure 
that ilujy’d probably tliink wc had concealed it and were 
double-crossing them. And even if they agreed to such 
terms how can we be sure thej’d free Jimmy? In my 
opinion they’ll kill her and iVy to kill us also. As long as 
any of us remain alive we’re a mei^ace to tlicm.” 

“ I don’t doubt they’d like nothijag better than to bump 
us all off,” agreed Tom. “ But that’s not such an all-fired 
^asy job, as they’ve discovered already. Besides, we can 
insist that they come unarmed also, and that only one or 
two men bring Jimmy over. Anyway, it’s worth trying. 
If only that confounded skipper would show up with 
our sloop it might be our salvation.** 
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•I’m afraid he won’t,’’ sighed Dr. Hewltftt. “He’s 
several days overdue, I am more convinced than ever tliat 
he is hand in glove ^th ijiese pirates. And how can 
We communicatfv widi thAi?” 

“ But there must be some way,” persisted Tom. “ We’ll 
have to think up some scheme. There isrft any time limit 
mentioned and if we keep that yellow-skinned devil 
waiting he may get impatient and nervous and send 
another messenger and we tan give him 2 t message to carry 
back.” 

‘‘Yes, I think thatil our only chance,” said Dr. Hew¬ 
lett. “ And,I’m not going to allow myself to worry over 
Jimnfty just ytt. As long as they drink she’s a boy 
and that we will ransom her they’ll see to it she isn’t 
harmed.” 

“Beggin’ your pardon, cliicf. Ah ’spect we bound to 
have tfoi^ble yct^” declared Sam, “Long as ever*they’s 
campin’ on the island yonder they got boat and can cross 
over too easy. They’s plenty numerous, chief, and we’s 
only the four of us. Ah ’spect they’s complottin’ and 
connivin’ to sneak over in the night and kill we. Yaas, 
sir, that what they aimin’ to do arid Ah don’t goia’ sleep 
easy Ion’s they’s yonder and we’s here. No, sir, chief, 
Ah don’t desire for to ^ake up and find myself dead, 
no, sir.” • 

Despite the seriousn|ss of their case Tom jjrinncd and 
a smile flitted across rfhe scientist’s face. Sdll, both 
realised that there was far more tlian a grain of sense 
in the Negro’s words and that if the raiders desired to dq 
so a night surprise would be an easy matter. 

“You’re right, Sam,” Tom told him. “We don’t any 
of us want to wake up and find ourselves dead. Even if 
th^ didn’t manage to slit out throats while we slept 
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they coul^ get away with our stu^ and leave us in a 
mighty baji fix. I think our best plan is to move every¬ 
thing into this cave and sleep inside. ^ With one man on 
watch they can’t surprise us.” 

“I think that is our wisest plan," agreed 0r. Hewlett. 
*At least for thd present. But .the cave is not an ideal 
place to defend in case of an attack. They can always 
smoke us out." 

“ Not with the back door open," declared Tom. 

The other smiled. “And while we made our way out 
by the rear exit they could help thelnselves to our posses¬ 
sions," he said. “ Besides, we cannot make this cave our 
headquarters. It is bone dry and }^ater is a hecessity. The 
one which furnishes our water supply is fa^ too wet and 
damp for occupancy.” 

“ What’s the matter with the one next door?" demanded 
Tom. '“That’s fairly dry in spots and there*,s dlways 
water dripping from'the roof." 

“It’s the most promising, I admit," replied Dr. Hewlett. 
"But these isn’t enough water to last very long if we 
should be,besieged. However, it will have to serve for 
our precent needs. And it’s high time we began moving 
our equipment into it. It’s growing late and if those 
brigands plan to attack us they’re as likely to do so 
to-night as any time.” ** 

“More lik^y to,” growled Tony, as giving order to 
Sam and Gan^, he and the scientist began moving their 
possessions into the smaller cave, “They’ll figure wc’rc 
sp upset over Jimmy and so darned confident of their 
honesty that we’ll be carelessv” Then with a laughs 
“I’ve got an idea. Trickery’s a game two can play at. 
We’ll leave the tents up and some empty cases scattered 
about and they’ll think we’re such dumb fools that we’re 
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ttill using the camp. Then if we spot thihn sneaking 
up to the tents we can pot them.** » 

"An excellent ^use^ ^mmented the scientist. "But 1 
*don*t thihk wc should moot them. If we should kill ox 
wound them they might avenge themselves upon Jimmy. 
We’re in a truly terrible predicament.’^ 
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Titf. night passed uneventfully, but there was little sleep 
for Dr. Hewlett And Tom, for despite their efibrts to 
cease worrying over Jimmy they were filled with dire 
forebodings and racked their braiifs^ striving to devise 
some means of rescuing her from the clutches of the 
raiders on the islet. * * 

But Uicy could think of no plan which seemed feasible, 
and day dawned to find them wan and haggard. More to 
occupy their minds than for any other reason they went 
to die landing and studied the islet through their powerful 
binoculars, but could see little. Now and then a man was 
visible, moving about near the shore, and from farther 
inland fiiint wisps of smoke rose from the raiders* camp 
fires. Apparently die entire gang had taken to the land 
leaving ^eir sloop deserted, for there were no signs of 
life aboard the vessel. 

“This inaction is almost unb&rable,” said Tom. “I 
almost wish the devils would come across here and start 
a scrap. A ggod lively fight would-be a lot better than 
sitting here doing nothing. Ids alike a game of chess, 
waiting to see what the odier fellow's next move will 
and I always detested chess.” «. 

^ “I expect they feel much the same,” said the scientist. 
“They're waiting for our next move, but being ignorant, 
primitive scoimdrels, wholly unaccustomed to controlling 
themselves, they'll unquesdonably make the first move. 

1X0 
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Moreover, they’re in the wrong and realise h. Delay to 
them is dangerous. At any time some vessel, even a 
government launch arrive, and they’3 find them- 

'selves in^a ni^'c firf. Brides, according to Gandi, they 
were troubled by our flag. I’ll wager they are far more 
nervous and uneasy than we arc.” 

“I still believe that if we could convince them we 
haven’t found any treasure to deliver we could make a 
deal with them,” Tom declared. “Ifnhcy’rc anxious to 
get going while the going is good they’ll jump at the 
chance of getting cliar with a few hundred dollars.” 

Dr. Hewlett shoftk his head. “You don’t know their 
type of mongrel,” he told Tom. “They’re a mixture of 
white, Afriain and Indian blood and possess som^ of the 
mental characteristics of eacli race. You could no more 
convince them that there isn’t a treasure titan you could 
convince a W^t Indian Negro that jumbies'do not 
e^ist. They reason backwards—exactly the reverse of 
the white man’s mental process. Local traditions have 
it tliere is buried treasure on the cay anti we come 
here and dig. They camiot imagine any sanc^xTSon dig¬ 
ging or performing any matiual labour unless for 
profit, hence to their minds we must be digging for 
treasure.” 

Tom grinned. “I haven’t tltc least doubt that you are 
perfectly correct in ^11 you say. But jus^ the same, when 
those skunks smashed* open the cases and found nothing 
but artifacts and old bones their expressions slxowcd 
plainly that they got an awful jolt and didn’t know wh^t 
to make of it. Of couiue I don’t blame you for getting 
excited and sailing into them when you saw the specimens 
being smashed up, but I’ll bet that if they’d gone through 
the cases and found nothing else they’d have been satisfied 
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they were cn the vnrong track and would have cleared 
out.** 

“There you are inist.«ken again, Fm sure,** Insisted 
the scientist. “Of course they ^ot a^jolt^ as y<,'u put it, 
when they didn’t find the expected treasure in the cases. 
But if they’d gonorthrough the entire lot without finding 
it tliey would have been all the more convinced that we 
had it and had tried to hoodwink them by means of the 
cases of specimens^ Being out-and<»ut crooks themselves 
they tliink every one else crooked. They have no more 
conception of honesty or decencythan they have of 
archseology.” 

“ Maybe,” agreed Tom, “but we’re not gettinganywhere 
by disciissing wliat might or might not haveiiappened or 
wliat may or may not happen.” 

“ Quite so,” assented Dr. Hewlett. “ But you forget that 
great wars and great political triumphs have been* won 
by out-thinking the ofher fellows.” 

“True enough,” Tom admitted. “Too darned bad wc 
didn’t think far enough ahead to have brought along some 
good rifies pnd revolvers. If they’d known we were well 
armed they’d never have dared to try their game.” 

** not add a machinc-gun and a bombing plane to 
your Emitted armament?” Dr. Hewlett inquired dryly. 
“NG;lensc in regretting whac we should have done but 
to do, my boy. What we are to do is of paramount 
importance now.” ^ 

“That’s easy,” Tom retorted bitterly. “The answer is, 
nothing. Just squat here watchfully waiting, 1 suppose.” 
I “You really should take a lesson &om Gan(^” the 
sdentist told him. “You’d discover that ‘watchfully 
waidi^’ as you call it is the secret of his success in 
bunting.” 
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•All right,” laughed Tom, “Pm licked. I*suppose Pm 
not blessed with much patience and always crave action.” 

•1 shouldn’t be tlw lea^t surprised if you had action 
•and to S 2 »are, yet,’'Dr^Iewlett told him. “Unless I’m 
vastly mistaken, patience is not the outstanding charac¬ 
teristic of our foes across the gut. Tkey probably crave 
action, also. But their idea of action is treachery and 
stabbing in the back. The more I think of the matter, 
the more I ^ convinced tlxat they wWl attempt to secure 
the supposed treasure by sneaking over here at night in 
the hopes of butchering us before we recover from the 
surprise and confuiion of their attack. To my mind their 
ofler to free Jimmy in return for the treasure is no tiling 
more than a subterfuge. That rat-faced leader of tiieirs 
is a wily scamp and clever in his crooked way. His first 
visit demanding payment for tlie swine as an excuse to 
look*about and size ifp our armament and our «emj>era- 
ments was a sctieme worthy of a better cause. And when 
Jimmy fell into his hands, although I cannot possibly 
understand why or how she was so carekss to do so, 
he instantly saw the possibilities her capture afforded. 
Qmte aside from die fact that he knew, or thought he 
knew, that we would gladly hand over the non-existent 
treasure in exchange her release, he also realised that 
his offer to ransom her >v^uld, or at least should, lull 
us into a sense of false security as to his* band molesting 
us until the deal is ^concluded And he undoubtedly 
reasoned that in case he did not succeed in surprising us 
or if we resisted him, he could force us to surrender or at 
least remain passive b;; threatening to kill or torture 
Jimmy.” 

“Of course all that you say is possible,” replied Tom. 
“But even if Pm not as familiar with tlie mentalities 
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of these tyjfes as you are, I can’t believe any man in his 
senses wouy do anything of the sort unless there was 
something to be gained. And ,wha!5 the; deuce could those 
skunks gain by such methods? There?d be a darned good' 
cliance of some of them being killed or seriously wounded, 
and they’ve lost two and proba|)ly three men already, 
besides several too badly hurt to fight. And, as you say, 
they know or think they know they’ll get their filthy 
paws on a treasure*by ransoming Jimmy without risking 
tltcir hides. I’d say that as long as they hold her and are 
waiting for our signal wc’rc safe frorti any attack. It isn’t 
human nature to risk one’s life unlcsl there’s §oraetlung 
to be gained by so doing.” 

“That’s just the point,” Dr. llcwdctt explained. “There 
is a great deal to be gained by such treachery—their 
personal safety. They are not fools by any means. They 
know that as long as any of us survivp wc wjll'be a 
constant menace to their freedom and their lives, for 
even if tliey have not attempted to commit murder 
they have ••attempted armed robbery and arc guilty of 
kiilnapping^ both crimes punishable by death under the 
laws in irorcc here. But if we were all wij)cd out and our 
bodies tossed to the sharks there would be no evidence 
to connect them with our disappearance and nothing to 
]>rove tiicy did not find the tleasure on some far distant 
island as they would doubtless sw;ear w'as the case if 
questions should be asked.” ^ 

“Good Lord, I hadn’t thought of that,” cried Tom, 
“Jsn’t there anything can do? Can’t we build a 
stockade or fortify the place somehow so they can’t get 
at close quarters? If they found we were prepared for 
their deviltry they might change their plans. Even if 
tliey're damnable crooks tlicmselvcs they must know 
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that decent men can keep their promises, and ff we agreed 
not to lodge complaints against them they plight trust 
us.” 

• “That might wotk provided we could give tjiem tlic 
treasure, which most unfortunately we cannot,” the 
scientist reminded hirti^,, “No, Tom, itiuch as I hate to 
admit it I can’t yet think of any feasible plan to follow, 
other than to kcq> them waiting and maintain a constant 
vigil. There is nothing* so terrifying to the primitive 
mind as uncertainty. Every day, every hour that we can 
delay and keep them guessing as to why we don’t ransom 
Jimmy, w^ll increa^l? their fears and weaken their morale, 
and will add*to the clianccs of our sloop or some other 
vessel turning up. But somehow I don’t like the idea of 
dwelling and sleeping in tliat cave. It’s a cid-de-sac and 
no sensible man wants to he caught in a trap with no 
mcank o/ retreaf. And there’s insufficient water. ■ It’s the 
dry season and every day less and less water w^ill seep down 
from above.” 

“It’s our best bet, just the same,” said Tom,if*and a lot 
better than staying in the open. And if thoje brigands 
think they can surprise us they’ve got anoilitr guess 
coming. With one of us on watch all the time they 
haven’t a chance. AboutMie only thing that really worries 
me is Jimmy. Not for fear that she isn’t all right now, but 
fearing what they nyght do to her if tiuey tried to rush 
us and didn’t succeed,*or if they get impatient waiting 
and try to hurry us up by harming her. Every time I 
think of her over on that little cay among those dirgr 
unspeakable scoundrels I itch to do wholesale murdcT.” 

“ You are not alone in your homicidal tendencies,” Dr, 
Hewlett confessed. 

“Well, I suppose wc’vc got to eat—starving gurselvcs 



CARIB GOLD 


fits 

won’t hclp‘‘hcr,* said Tom as Sam announced the meal 
was ready. “ But,** he added as they seated themselves just 
within the entrance to the ca^/e^iil be hanged if I fed 
hungry. To sit here and eat without that frdfckle-faced 
kid being here gets such a darned big lump in my throat 
that I can hardl/ swallow.” 

“Yaas, sir, chief, you speak for true,” Sam agreed 
•Ah don’t have heart for to cook without she roundabout 
And Ah ’spect sh^^ don’t farin’ ^too good over younder« 
She bound subsisticate on salt hsh and rice and such 
manner of cosmetics. But Ah prays the Lord she safe and 
sound and we hears she a*laughin^ and a-jokin’ and 
Brsingin* here ’bout right soon.” , * 

“I hope you’re right, Sam,” said Tool “We’ll have to 
trust in the Lord.” 

• Anienl” breached the scientist 
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THE HpUSE IN THE Tlfes 

Nothing disturbed the occupants of the caves during 
the night, but on the following monting, when Sam left 
the cavern to secure fuel, his shout brought the others 
rushing to the entrance. 

“What^ the matter?** demanded Dr. Hewlett. “You 
sotinded as ff you’d stepped on a snake.” 

Sam, who was gazing with open mouth and staring 
eyes across the clearing, half turned his head. “Wa la, 
chief I” he cried. “They been here. They been here in 
the fiig^it and,we ain’t detectionate they cornin' or they 
goin*. Look, see, chief, it identiculately the same like the 
other.” As he sjwkc he pointed a gnarled black finger at 
a slender stick upright in the earth near the dttjcrtcd tent, 
a stick with a tiny square of paper in a cleft ai its tip. 

“I’ll be hangedl” exclaimed Tom. “No^ how in hcck 
did that get here?” 

“Good Lord, those s&undrels must have been here and 
left it!” cried Dr. Hewlett. “Yet I cannot understand 
how. One of us wa# constantly on watch,” 

“ Someone fell dowa on his job,” growled Tom. “ Went 
to sleep most likely. I was on watch after you and I’ll 
swear no one crossed the oi)en ground during my vigji, 
and I’m dead certain that stick had been there I’d 
have seen it.” 

“Gandi relieved you,” said the scientist, “and nothing 

would convince me that he dozed ofiF or that even a 
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mouse could’ have entered the clearing without his 
knowledge.”, 

“That narrows it down to Sam^'.hcn,” declared Tom. 

“No, sir, chief,” the Negro protested. “Ah was the 
first on watch last night, chief. Ah rouse up the Doctor 
when me time was'expire, chief.” , 

“So you did!” exclaimed the scientist. “By Jove, that 
must be it! Those scoundrels sneaked in and left the thing 
while Sam was callhig me or I was rousing you or you 
stepped inside the cave to summon Gandi.” 

“Guess that solves the problem,” dgreed Tom. “But 
let’s see what message they left. Sum, go get thgit note.” 

“Excuse me, chief, Ah don’t acquire the aifibitiousnc^s 
for to go humhuggin’ about yonder,” Samprotested. 
“They’s pure corruption, chief, and if they’s hidin’ 
roundabout they bound to shoot me too easy. And who 
goin* cook your curry and other viants Ijkewise.if'Ah 
kill, chief?” 

“Huh, me getum,” muttered Gandi. Cocking his gun 
he darted from the cave, scurried to the stick and returned 
safely. 

“ That settles Ihe ambush idea,” said Tom as Dr. flewlett 
unfolded the scrap of paper. “ What docs it say this time ?” 

“They arc getting impatient,” fhe other read. “They 
say they are willing to free rfic for half the treasure.” 
The scientist chpckled. “ Clever girl,”,he observed, “ she’s 
written the rest in hog-Latin, listens “‘I ontday inkthay 
cthay ancay eadray, utbay I’m not akingtay anceschay. 
Akrtay imetay. Eepkay emthay aitingway. They’ll 
aketay any oneymay ouya offer, in imetay. Utbay 
eepkay atchway. They’re anningplay omesay emeschay. 
I’m all right. Still a muchacho, so don’t worry.’” 

“I’ll say she’s clever I” exclaimed Tom. “By glory, 
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Doctor, you sized up those devils’ psychology all right. 
And I was right, too. They’ll be glad to t^kc what we 
offer before long, • But^^d like to know what their scheme 
is.” • * 

“So would I,” said the scientist, “but there’s one thing 
certain. We cannot ,risk remaining here. If those 
scoundrels can sneak in and leave this note they could 
sneak in and smoke us out or hide among the rocks and 
snipe us just as easily. We’ve got to fitid another refuge.” 

“ Righto, but where and what ?** Tom asked. “ Any camp 
would be worse. Anbther cave wouldn’t be any better, and 
we can’t |^ide out A the jungle. Looks to me as if w'c’d 
hate to slccp*in a tree Jike binlies,” 

“By Jove,* you’ve got it!” cried Dr. Hewlett. “That’s 
the solution! Sleep, eat and live in a tree, that’s exactly 
what we can do.” 

“Hav^ you gone stark staring mad?” demanded Tom. 

.“You forget that many thousands of human beings 
dwell in trees, Tom,” Dr. Hewlett told him. “And I’m 
not mad, let rne assure you. There’s no reason why we 
shouldn’t follow their example. If wc can fuvl a suitable 
tree it will be a simple matter to build a shrfck among the 
branches. Then we’ll be safe from attacks-” 

“By glory, that is a*good scheme!” Tom exclaimed. 
“Funny I’d forgotten abotlt tree-dwelling tribes. Let’s 
get busy. The sooncij w'c start the sooner wy’l 1 he up in the 
air. There are plenty of big trees to clioosc from.” 

“We may not find it so easy,” the scientist reminded 
him. “A suitable tree is not the only essential. W^c mii#t 
have the proper building materials—lianas or tough vines, 
palm leaves for thatch and some easily-handled building 
materials,” 

“Why can’t we use a tent?” Tom asked. “Jus^ build a 
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platform across the branches and set up the tent on it.* 

“We mighf do so—if we find a suitable tree within 
easy distance,” Dr. Hewlett agre^2f “But the chances 
arc that we’d waste more time searching far a tree with 
a space between the branches large enough for the tent 
than wc*d consumd'in building a shack to suit the tree. 
Fm sorry I haven’t had time to explore the cay more 
thoroughly. There are neither suitable trees not building 
materials in this vicinity.” 

“ Gandi’s been all over the place. He’ll probably know 
where to find what we need. Better ask him,” Tom 
suggested. * 

Turning to the Carib, Dr. Hewlett explain^ the situa¬ 
tion and asked if he knew where such trees and other 
essentials as they required might be found. 

“Me sabby,” replied the Indian. “Plenty big bamboo, 
plenty mheh bijuca (lianas) topside. Plenty big trjee 'like 
so. Too easy makeura benab (hut) in tree same way, me 
sabby.” 

“Fine!” ejaculated the scientist. “Is it near here?” 

“Not too far,” Gandi assured him. “Him place topside 
hill.” 

“All the better,” declared Dr. Hewlett. “If we can 
build our house on a hilltop it will be a great advantage. 
But first of all we must take bare of our things here. I 
scarcely expect they’ll attempt to raid us, if they have a 
raid in mind, until they have given us time to consider 
their latest offer, and I doubt if they’d dare attack us 
during the daytime. Still, we cannot be «we, and for all 
We know they may have spies in the jungle watching us.” 

“Looks as if we’d have to split our forces and leave 
someone on guard here,” said Tom. 

“We caai’t do that,” declared the scimtist, “We have 
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only the two guns and it would be too risky tb leave both 
here and go into the woods unarmed, and one man with 
one gun couldn't.defSill^ the cave. Moreover, if we’re to 
•complet^our *xee^A>p dvreiling before nightfall we’ll all 
be needed at the work. We’ll have to hide our possessions 
somewhere.” < 

“Why not cache them in the cave?” Tom suggested. 
“If we put (he things in the big cave and cover them with 
the debris from our digging they’ll 1^ safe enough.” 

“Yes, I suppose they will be,” mused die scientist. “But 
it would require th£ better part of the day to do dial.” 
, “It wop't take ^ong to cache the necessities,” said 
Tom. “ And»if they c|o raid the place they won’t bother 
with things they can’t use. We can leave the specimen 
cases and a lot of the bulky things piled inside the cave 
and they’ll never guess diere’s anything else in there.” 

“I'suppose we’ll have to do so,” sighed Dr. Hewlett, 
“hut I hate to leave our priceless collection to their mercy. 
They’ll probably smash the specimens out of pure vin¬ 
dictiveness when they find no treasure in the cases.” 

Although their equipment was not very* large and 
their original supply of provisions had bc^ raluced to 
an inconsiderable remainder, it required several hours 
to select the necessary tTlings they planned to carry with 
them, cache the others, anfl pile the cases of specimens, 
the tents and odier Jiulky objects in the ^arge cave. But 
at last it was done, and carrying machetes, axes, saws and 
other tools, a pick and shovel, a coil of rope, and loaded 
down with food, cooking utensils and other essentia^, 
th^ started off with Gandi leading the way. 

Toiling up the steep slope they at last reached the 
mimmit and throwing down their burdens glanced 
about. 
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“We cotiWn’t Ixave had a better spot made to order,* 
declared Dr. Hewlett. 

"An abundance of giant bgimJjifOs, Jow bushes easily 
cleared all about, vines and lianas in the. neighbouring 
jungle and that one big cedra tree standing alone.” 

“ril say it’s ideal,” agreed Tom., “It’s a natural clearing 
—there usually is open ground where there are bamboos. 
I defy any one to climb that tree without a‘ ladder and 
from up there we aln spot any one trying to come within 
gunshot.” 

“I shouldn’t be at all surprised If we could see tlie 
gut and the islet from the upper brafiches of that tree,” 
said the scientist. “If so it will serve as a wafchtow'er and 
will be a great advantage.” 

“ What I’d like to know is how in the deuce we’re going 
to build a hut up where no one can climb,” Tom said. 

Dr. Hewlett smiled. “Neither you nor I could climb 
the tree but just watch Gandi. Then, turning to tl\e 
Carib: “ Must for climbum tree. How can do?” he asked. 

The Indian grinned. “Me sabby climbum,” he replied. 

“If he cqjt he’s more of a monkey than I thought,” 
declared »Ton>. 

Sam chuckled. “Ah ’spcct Ah can dumb he mcself, 
chief,” he announced. * 

"All right, go ahead,” thc«sdcntist told him. “With 
both you and Gandi up there we can^work all the faster.” 

Gandi had stepped into the foijest near by and now 
reappeared with a coil of tough rope-like lianas. Passing 
a^length of the vine around the trunk of the tree he 
knotted the ends together to fosm a loop considerably 
^'larger than the circumference of the trunk. Then, 
stooping, he tied the ends of a short length of vine to his 
aukles. ^lobbling forward he lifted the liana loop, 
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dropped it over his shoulders and adjusted ft under his 
arms, raised it as high as he could reach, ^pressed the 
vine between his £e|t %|ainst the trunk, and with a quick 
’motion hitched himself up the tree for nearly two feet. 

“Well, ril be shot!’’ exclaimed Tom as leaning back 
against the loop and supporting himself by his feet and 
their connecting liana, the Carib by some seemingly 
magic trick^ again lifted the loop high and once more 
hitched several feet fartlicr upwards. ^ 

Sam snorted. “Hi yi, Ca’ib, Ah bound reach first,** 
he cried. Seizing the coil of rope he knotted one end 
about a Iqmp of rofk, w'hirled it about his head and sent 
it hurtling iij>wards fall across the lowest limb of the 
tree. Shaking the rope and paying it out at the same time 
he lowered the rock within reach. Grasping the double 
rope in his hands he kicked off his shoes, swung up his big 
feet ftn^ gripping the rope in his toes began to walk 
upw'turd like a gigantic ape. * 

Sam was the first to reach the limb, and pulled himself 
on it. Stopping only long cnougli to draw up the rope, 
he coiled it and half crouching ran along the branch as 
swiftly and nonchalantly as though it were « plank 
bridge, just as Gandi swung himself on to another of 
the huge limbs. * 

“By glory, that was sofhe stunt, or rather stunts,** 
exclaimed Tom. “ I don’t know which one,gcts the prize. 
But how in the dickers arc wc going to follow them?** 
“ We’ll build a ladder when we’re ready to a-scend," 
Dr. Hewlett told him. “But first we must get our build¬ 


ing materials up there and a platform built. Wc’ll cur the 
stuff and they can haul it up. I doubt if wc’ll be able to 
get much done on the hut to-day, but we’ll trig up a 
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In a few*^m]*nutes the first load of bamboo poles and 
coils of strpng *‘bush ropes** of various sizes was sent 
aloft, and Gandi and Sam beganJMlii|.ding a rough plat¬ 
form between the two main branches of the trfle a short 
distance above the fork of the trunk. 

Although they' had neither spikes, nails nor other 
fastenings and their only tools were their machetes, this 
was a simple matter for the Indian and' Ihe Negro. 
Accustomed from ferly childhood to dwellings built of 
materials supplied by Nature and erected without the use 
of tools other than knives and machetes, Gandi could 
build a rain-proof cosy benab or open-sided huj in a few 
hours, while Sam, who had spept many •years in the 
jungles, was an expert bushman and was almost as familiar 
with jungle architecture and building methods as the 
Carib. Working deftly and rapidly they lashed the strong 
four- and hve-inch bamboos across the branches, ^nialler 
bamboos were placed criss-cross over these and were 
bound in place by the tough lianas, and presently Sam 
shouted dcfwn that the platform was completed. 

“All right,** Dr. Hewlett called back. “Haul up the 
rest of these poles and bush ropes and then you come down 
and help us with the ladder. Gandi can go ahead with the 
bentib. If we get a roof done to^ay we’lJ be all right.* 

“We’ll need two ladders, T tliink,” said the scientist. 
“I plan CO draw the ladder up each evening so no one 
can reach us, for I’ll guarantee none of those brigands 
can climb this tree, but a single ladder would be too long 
avd unmanageable. If we have one firmed permanently, 
pleading from the crotch to the platform, and the other 
extending from the crotch to the ground, we can draw the 
latter up easily.** 

With an abundant supply of the giant bamboos con» 
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veniendy at hand and with an unlimited supply of the 
•*l)ush ropes” to be had for the cutting it \^as neither a 
difficult nor a <0 construct the two lailders, 

■ although as •Tom observed, they were rather shaky 
affairs, yet they were strong enough to support any three 
men and were wond^rrfully light. Sy the time they 
were completed Gandi announced that die roof frame 
was nearly aone and that thatching could begin at any 
dme. Drawing up the shorter ladder he lashed the upper 
portion to the platform, descended to the crotch, 
secured the lower end, and came swiftly down the second 
ladder. * 

Then for sf time all four men were busy gathering palm 
leaves for the roof of their tree dwelling. At last Gandi 
anuougiced that they had enough, and climbing the ladders, 
he and Sam hauled ty> the bundles of palm leaves, until 
the fast one h^d been piled on the platform. Then the 
packs of supplies and utensils wcie sent up and with all 
their passessions safely stored high above, earth, Dr. 
Hewlett and Tom started to ascend the ladder! Half-way 
to the crotch Tom suddenly halted. “Good Lord,” he, 
exclaimed, “ we must be consummate asses. We’ve for¬ 
gotten the most important thing of all. We haven’t any 
water! ” 

“By Jove, you’re right,”*said the scientist. “I wonder 
if there is any wattr near here. It would be a serious 
matter if we have to depend upon what we can bring from 
the camp site.” 

In answer to Dr. Hewlett’s query, Gandi ceased his 
work at thatching anti peered about, scrutinising the 
forest. “ Me findum,” he aimoimced presently. “ Me seeum 
balli trees ^fottora side hill. Plenty water where findum 
balli trees, me sabby.” 
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“Three cheers for our aborigine,” laughed Tom. 
“ Who’s to he the water boy ?” 

“I think we’ll have to act as.waii&r jrarriers at present,” 
replied the scientist. “ We can’t thatch a palm-«!lcaf roof,' 
but we can tote water. Pass me down a bucket and your 
biggest kettle, SaAi.” 

Tom laughed. “Do you know,” he said as they com¬ 
menced to descend the ladder, “ that strikes nVe as oiie of 
he funnic^st things Vet—packing* a water pail over here 
and forgetting we hadn’t any w^ater.” 

“It might not have been so ludicrous if there hadn’t 
been water near,” said Dr. Hewlett as they set off in the 
direction of the balli trees Gandi- Ixad sccti. “If thbse 
scoundrels had landed and had taken possession of our 
old camp we’d have been in a nice fix and completely at 
tlicir mercy.” 

“Yes, but that big little word ‘if’ cqincs in^ there,” 
Tom reminded him. “^Anyway, here’s the reservoir.” 

“Comes from some cave, no doubt,” commented the 
scientist as*they filled their receptacles wdth the clear cool 
water issuing from a crevice in a ledge of rock. “I expect 
tile islanfl is honeycombed with caverns and subterranean 
passageways, and underground streams.” 

Short as was the distance, the "two men breathed sighs 
of relief W'hen at last they reathed the open space beneath 
the big cedra Jrce. Very little of the water was wasted 
in hoisting the vessels to the platform. Then, with a 
final glance about, the two men climbed wearily to the 
ctotch, drew up the lower ladder and s.?cured it and as- 
► tended to die platform where th8 gaunt skeleton of the 
but with its partly thatched roof rose amid the litter of 
palm leaves, bamboo poles and dunnage. 
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“Too BAD we can’t see the gut from here as I had hoped,• 
Dr. Hewlett^cmarked. “Our elevation isn’t ;is great as I 
thought.” 

“Probably could sec it from the top of the tree,” said 
Tom. “ Maybe one of our monkey-men might climb aloft 
and have a look aftfr we get settled.” 

Presently tSie last l;jycr of palm leaves was lashed to 
the bamboo roof frame and the thatching was coinpIetciL 
Sam, who liad been rummaging among the cooking 
utensils and provisions, peered over the edge of the 
platfOriji. “ Ah^’spcct* All bound go down below for to 
cook,” he observed. “If Ah make fire here it bound for 
conflagrate and bamboozle we, yaas, sir,” 

“Of course you’ll have to do your cooking on the 
ground,” Dr. Hewlett told him. “We might Ijulld a clay 
hearth up here, but even then the danger tvoulii be loo 
great. A single spark might cause disaster. Bamboo, 
even when green, will burn like tinder, and the palm 
tlxatch will be dry and inflifmmable in a couple of days. 
But you’ll be perfectly safe dowm there, Sam. No one can 
approach without being seen from licrc.” 

“^1 ain’t take into consideration that matter,” declared 
Sam, “But how w'e goin’ arrange the manner 
consumin’ whatsoever Ah cook, diicf ? Is you and Master 
Tom plannin’ to decendulatc and consummate you 
meals belo’^or is we bound h’ist the cosmetics up here¬ 
about, chief?” 
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Tom lailghed. “Pd say we’d better Mecendulate ’ in 
order to partake of our * cosmetics,’” he said. 

"Quite so,” agreed the spenjifet.^ ."While we dine, 
Gandi can remain on watch here, and if \aose ban¬ 
dits should put in an appearance we could climb to 
the platform before they could reach the foot of the 
tree.” 

" They might snipe us from the shelter of the bamboos,” 
said Tom, V 

" They’d never reach the bamboos without being spotted 
by Gandi,” declared Dr. Hewlett confidently. "He’d see 
or hear a lizard moving among thenl.” 

Tom stretclied liimself out on the platfocm and gazed 
upwards through the interlaced foliage overhead. “No 
fear of having our throats cut while we sleep up here,” 
he remarked. “But 1 suppose we’ll have to keep watch 
just the*same.” 

"I don’t feel that is necessary,” Dr. Hewlett replied. 
“Any one trying to climb this tree would make enough 
noise to awaken us, even if they emulated Sam’s feat. 
And I planj,to cut off that lowest branch. Not that I fear 
they mi^ht Attempt to reach us that way, but because it 
obstructs the view of the ground on that side.” 

"Pm not worryiitg over any of those vermin climbing 
up here,” said Tom. "I was merely thinking that in case 
they should sneak up they might shoot up through the 
platform on the chance of hitting some of us.” 

"I don’t imagine there is the least danger of that,” 
declared the scioatist. "The chance cf a random shot 
finding its mark would be very small, and a fusillade firom 
us would be fatal to any one directly beneath us. No, I 
feel we will be perfectly safe here with the l adder drawn 
up.” , 
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“I wonder wKat they’ll think if they raid ourold camp 
and hnd we’ve vamshed,** mused Tom. 

“Probably assumf tl^t we’ve taken to thd woods** 
8sld Dr. Hewlett. * 

“I’ll bet mcy’d never imagine w'c’d taken to the tree- 
tops,” grinned Tom. “ But seriously, ho)y the deuce can 
Jimmy communicate wi& us if they don’t know where 
we are?” 

“I’ve been asking myself that same iuestion,” replied 
the other. “I’m inclined to think thainve should leave a 
note at the camp telling them to leave any message tliere 
in the usual way. The only trouble is that we’d be com¬ 
pelled to visit *hc place each day to Icam if they had left 
a note. And |o do so would be to risk being ambushed. 
Yet it is highly important that there should be some 
means of communication.” 

“If find out wi’re here they could leave; their 
me^ages at the ddge of the jungle,” said Tom. “If one 
of them appeared with a flag of truce he’d know wc 
wouldn’t slioot him on sight.” \ 

“Hmm, perhaps that would be the safest way, and I 
have no doubt they’ll soon learn where wc are*,” jq>Iied 
Dr. Hewlett. “Athough they’re villainous scoundrels, 
some of them at least are iMiquestionably skilled bushmen 
and it would be a simple matter for them to locate us. 
We’ll have to give this further consideration. It’s too late 
to do anything to-day* myway.” 

“Except to eat,” said Tom. “Sam’s calling us, and I’m 
famished.” - 

Nothing disturbed thenaat their meal, and having dined, 
the two men ascended the ladders to their lofty refuge 
imd kept while Gandi and Sard ate. By the time 

they had fiiustifd and the dishes and utensils h^d been 

ca a ' 
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washed iftid drawn up to the platform the sun was low 
in the west, and the giant bamboos with their feathery 
tops cast long black shadows acDSss^Uie open space on the 
hilltop. Climbing to the platform, Sanj aud^andi drew 
up the lower ladder and scoured it in place. 

“ Like lifting rhe drawbridge of an old medieval castle,** 
Tom reinarkcil. “ All tsc need is a moat. But I’ll bet we’II 
sleep more comfortably than die old knVghts. Even if 
these bamboos i'c about as ^comfortable as corrugated 
iron they’re preferable to being ‘pillowed on bucklers 
cold and hard.’” Then with a chuckle as he lit his pipe 
and leaned back ag?inst a Inanch of the ticc, “I was just 
thinking how liandy a suit of arinour woold be,” he said. 
“If diose gangsters should see a man in full armour 
appear dii‘)*d drop dead with fright. If we could only 
rig up a ghost or a dc\il or an apparition of some sort 
w’c might get them so jittery they’d free Jimmy and clCiir 
out. I’ll bet they’d,fall for it, too. V^ho ever heard of 
a self-respecting treasure without a ghost or a jumbie to 
guaid it7 And if they beliese there's a trcasuic here a 
spook would seem piifcctly in older. I’m suiprised they 
dared ^o cCmc near the place at night.” 

“By Jove!” exclaimed Dr. Hewlett, “your nonsensical 
talk hiis given me an idea, f don’t believe there’s the 
least danger of those scoimdrels making a night attack* 
Some of them may have been ^>ra\e enough to have 
sneaked over witli tlie message while we were there 
in the cave. But I don’t believe they could overcome 
^ their fear of spirits sufficiently to nnter the jungle at 
night, especially after one o^ their number has been 
killed here. They’d be in mortal terror of meeting his 
ghost.” 

Tonp yawned. “I’d hate to meet him myself,” he 
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muttered. “But it would take more than a *ghost to 
keep me awake. Fm turning in." 

Nothing disturbed slumbers, and despite their 

strange quai’ters <he two white men slept soundly until 
awakened by a rattling of dishcS as Sam made preparations 
to descend and cook breakfast. * 

“Whew!” e?^laimed Tom, stretching himself. “I’ll 
bet Fve grooves in my flesh that’ll last the rest of my life, 
Fve heard of a hen on a hot griddle, Wit I feci as if Fd 
slept on a cold grid, I never drcairrcd that bamboos 
were so hard." 

“ FIl admit they’rif not exactly a * Beauty Rest ’ or 
* OstcVmoor ’ ihattrcss,” said Dr. Hewlett. “ But wc’ll 
sleep more ccwnfortably hereafter. There’s no space to 
sling our hammocks here, but we can use our camp cots. 

I plan to send Gandi down to leave a message at the cave 
and Flf hijvc hin\ bring back our cots. We can complete 
tlic house to-day and then wc’ll be quite snug and secure.” 

“You speak as if you expect to be here for some time,” 
said Tom. “I thought this house in a tree busmess was 
just a temporary arrangement until we can gpt Jimmy 
back and be rid of those cut-throats on the isle*t.” • 

The scientist smiled. “ Quite so,” he agreed, “ but when 
will that be? It’s a waiting game. Matters are at a 
deadlock at present with Wbth sides entrenched and 
resting on their arms^s you might say. —” 

“I won’t say it,” Tom interrupted, “my side’s resting 
on darned hard bamboos.” 

“As I was abouP^to state,” Dr. Hewlett continued, “i% 
may be some time befdTe the raiders are willing to 
accept whoever terms we offer. In fact, Fm rather 
inclined to t]iunk that they’ll stick to their demands 
imdl their provisions run low. I wish I knew how much 
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thi^ brought with them. I assume, howem, that 
they did ^ not plan to remain here and are not well 
supplied.^ c ^ f * 

“They can catch fish and shoot game/^ said Tom. “Til 
bet they won’t be ready to dicker until they’ve searched 
every square indh of the caves and dug over every foot of 
the camp site looking for that imaginary, treasure. And 
meanwhile they’ll hold Jimmy. Hang it alll it^akes me 
so darned hot ro^^nk of her'being over there with that 
bunch of fiends t&t it seems as if I’d go crazy whenever 
I allow myself to think of it," 

Dr. Hewlett nodded. “ I know that, Tom," he said, “ and 
I feel it as keenly, perhaps more keenli^ than you do. 
But I am sure she is in no real danger. Her safety is their 
one hope. I don’t doubt they’ll search for their supposed 
treasure, but they won’t dig for, it. As they came here 
feeling certain we had found a treasure,,.and fully expect¬ 
ing to steal it from us, they would not have provided 
themselv^ with toob for digging. I doubt if they even 
search tlie caves thoroughly. They’ll assume that we 
have concealed it elsewhere—^in the jungle or in some 
secret eavci^ and when tliey hnd we hsive taken picks and 
shovels with us they’ll feel positive we have buried it 
somewhere. But come, Sam’s ^een calling us to breakfast 
for the past ten minutes." * 

“Ah ’spcct.Ah bound beg you pfj*don for the meagre* 
ness of you breakfus’, chief," said Sam apologetically aa 
he served the two men. “But takin* the facts of the case 
jnto consideration Ah bound econotnolise. Yaas, sir, 
look like we bound to be here b>me time, chief, and we 
food gettin’ lesser and lesser all time." ^ 

“ Don’t think we need worry over that," Glared Tom. 
* We cau always catch hsh and shoot (dgeons or wild pags,; 
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not to mention conchs and iguanas. I guess diere*s no 
danger of our starving. And by the same token J can’t sec 
any chance of those dticvf!i5 oivthe islet beine starved out. 
either.” 

"That type of men won’t stand for such fare unless 
driven to it^” declared Dr., Hewlett. "They demand their 
rice, beans and ^alt iish—and rum.” 

"You speak for true, chief,” chuckled Sam. "They 
stupid niggers and bound have the^ rum and they 
provisions like you say. Seems like di^ so full up with 
corruption they bound for absorbulate rum to keep 
thcyselfs from decomposin’. Yaas, sir, Ah ’spect the 
buzzaVds what ^simulate the nigger what Gandi shoot 
bound for be well drunk theyselves, chief.” 

Tom roared with laughter. "That’s a good one, 
Sami” he cried. " Whci\ you tell a story you sure tell a 
good one.# By glory, it’s too bad we didn’t have a barrel 
of rum we could have left at the cave. Then they’d have 
drunk themselves unconscious and we could have rescued 
Jimmy and sailed away, leaving ihem marooned!” 

"I’m afraid that scheme wouldn’t have worked, even 
if we had the liquor,” said the scientist. " Rum to them is 
a radon, not an intoxicant. They rarely become drunk 
and they are far more quarrelsome and dangerous when 
deprived of their rum than wHen supplied with it. That’s 
one thing I’m counting on—that they’ll get»out of hand 
and refuse to listen to tlteir leader and will demand that 
he accq>t anything we offer when their liquor is exhausted. 
They can buy a lot t>f rum for a htmdred dollars. And the • 
lower their rum gets th£ bigger a dollar will look to 
them.” 

"I can see th!#t,* said Tom, "but if they get quarrelling 
jKod ugly as sin in all the more dagger.” 
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“Not 'when she’s their only medium of exchange,” 
declared Dr. Hewlett. “They’d be downright crazy to do 
anything that would jeopardise their own interests and 
would result in their going home wkh eippty pockets 
as well as empty stomaclis. I’m not worrying over her 
safety for the present. Beside’s Gandi may find a message 
when he goes to the old camp with my communication.” 

But when a short time later, Gandi' returned, he 
reported that he had found no message at the abandoned 
camp site and tlVit there were no traces of the raiders 
having visited the spot as none of the cases in the cave 
had been disturbed. He also inforfned them^ that he had 
been to the landing place and^that the? sloop was still 
anchored in the gut with no signs of any*one on board, 
and that the small boat was drawn on to the shore of the 
islet. 

“How about letting Gandi get some^game ^nd a palm 
cabbage?” Tom suggested. “It’s a good chance now we 
know none of the rascals are snooping about. We can 
go alicaii with the house with Sam’s help.” 

“An excellent idea,” agreed Dr. Hewlett, 

“Beggin" you pardon, chief,” said Sam, “he ain’t 
obligate to get the cabbage. There’s plenty round about. 
All can secure aforesaid easy fts is. All Ah bound for do 
is dumb a tree and cut he,*diicf.” 

“ So we hctve cabbages right in our own back yard and 
didn’t know it,” laughed Tom.« 

Sam grinned and vanished among the trees below the 
» brow of the hill to reappear a few nJnutes later with a 
Vard-long ivory-like palm bud balanced on his kinky 
head. 

Presently as the three were busily artwork on the 
tree hause they heard the rq)ort of Gandi’ gun and soon 
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afterwards the Carib emerged from the woods tarrying 
a half-grown pig. 

" Pork and cabbagefpr^nner,” Tom observed,* ** Who’d 
ask better fare? I«only wish Jimmy were here to help us 
eat it. Fll bet tlie poor kid isn’t dining any too well over 
on tlxe islet.** • 

During the rest of the day the four worked steadily 
at their hut and by late aftenioon had it^ully completed. 
The four sides had been walled with bamboo poles and 
palm-leaf thatch, with a doorway infhe end op^wsitc 
the ladder and a good-sized window at the other end, 
thus avoiding, as Dr.•Hewlett explained, any danger of 
someone stepping from tjie doorway at night and falling 
through the opening in the platform railing where tixe 
top of the upper ladder was secured. Within the hut, 
the bamboo floor had been covered with sheets of the 
soft cloth-Hke sheaths of palm buds which served as a mat 
or carpet. Sam had shown his ingenuity and skill as a 
bushman by hewing stools and seats from the soft cork* 
like balsa wood, and with tlie camp cots inscafled, the 
house in the trcctop was a cosy dwelling. 



CHAPTER SEVEI^TEEN 


CANDI DISAPPEARS 

• GotLY, that’s what I call a good night’s rj^tl” declared 
Tom as he awoKe the next morning to find the others 
up and about, t 

** So the insects didn’t disturb your sleep after alJ,” said 
Dr. Hewlett. • 

“Iiisects disturb mel” exclaimed Tom. “Say, I’ll^bet a. 
tarantula could have done a tap dance on my nose and 
I wouldn’t have known it. What’s on the programme for 
to-day ?” 

“Breakfast first of all," replied the other. “Sam’s 
becoming impatient. You know how good* chef feels 
about the food getting cold." 

“I gu^ss you were right about the sloop of ours not 
coming for us," remarked Tom, as they ate. “It’s five or 
six days 'oc^erdue now, isn’t it? I’d like to wring that 
black skipper’s neck for leaving us in the lurch this W'ay. 
He’s really responsible for gll our troubles. If he’d 
showed up on time we’d be ^afe back in Anona and Jimmy 
with us by now. How' long do you suppose it will be 
before somedne remembers we’re here and a rescue boat 
starts out?” 

“I’m no prophet," Dr. Hewlett replied. “It all depends 
' upon circumstances. If I knev^ why our sloop failed to 
arrive I could tell better. If she started piit and came to 
grief it might be weeks before any action was taken, but 
on th^i other hand, if something preventxi the skij^er 
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from sailing, and he had the sense to report it, ihey might 
send a launch or some othe^ craft right away. But you 
know how these peogie are—they never hurry, and as 
they know we ^n’t suffer for food here they wouldn’t 
see any necessity for rushing to our rescue,” 

“ Do you still feel that there’s any connection between 
these raiders and pur sl6op’s skipper?” Tom asked. 

**10 a wsvy,*ycs,” declared the scientist. “But to what 
extent is merely surmise. There arc pla!ty of other reasons 
why he may have failed us. Quite pgissibly he was hired 
for a trip to some other port, expecting to be back in time 
to come here, and Mayed by weather or other causes. 
But;here comfs Gandi. I wonder if he found any message 
this morning,” * 

The Indian, however, reported that there were no 
indications that any one had visited tlie abandoned camp, 
and that the raiders’ boat was still drawn up on tlie shore 
of the i^ct witlf their sloop anchor^ as before. 

“That leaves matters in status qm^ observed Tom. “It 
begins to look as if they were waiting for as make tlie 
first move. But how in the deuce are we going to kill 
time? I don’t suppose we could risk goia^ back and < 
digging in the cave, there’s no sense in me going hunt- 
ing, and if we went fishyig it would be just our luck to 
have those devils take it in^ their heads to stage a raid 
while we were away from here.” 

Dr. Hewlett laugh^. “Why don’t you turn entomolo¬ 
gist and devote your time to studying the insect life of 
the cay?” he sugg&tcd. “I can make excellent use of my 
time going over my nptes and putting them in order.** 
Tom snorted. “I’m no bugologist,” he declared. “As 
far as I’ih concerned all insects are divided into two 
kinds—thos<| that are pests and those that are ^t» Mv 
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only interfest in bugs is to leave the fiannless kinds alone 
and to hope the others will leave me alone.” 

Dr. Hewlett sighed. “ I’m J^raickyou’ll never be a really 
great scientist,” he declared with mock wgret/ “To be a 
truly great scientist one must have some knowledge of 
all branches of sorence, you know.” 

Tom grinned. “Are you fishing for a compliment?” 
he asked. “You’ve pretty well defined your own status. 
Nobody questions the fact tha/ you’re a great scientist, 
but I’ve no desire tc^be more than an archaeologist. Maybe 
bugs and birds and plants arc just as interesting as old 
bones and ruins and artifacts, but arthajology has got all 
the other ologies licked in one way. You'can think up 
all sorts of theories and suppositions to explain things and 
the old chaps who made and used them can’t bob up and 
tell the world you’re all wrong. Even if other archaeologists 
don’t agree with you they can’t prove you’re wrong and 
they’re right—one fellow’s guess is just as good .as 
another’s.” 

“Tom, «you*rc hopeless,” laughed the other. “But if 
archaeology is your sole interest I suppose we might pass 
the tinv; huhting for relnains about here. There may be 
caves in the ridge by the spring.” 

More to keep minds and bodies busy than with expecta* 
tions of making any discoveries, the tw'o men spent the 
better part o^ die day scarcliing ^bout the ridge, but 
without result. . 

“Well, that’s that,” Tom remarked as he threw himself 
^own and idly watdied Sam at his: culinary dudes. 
“Anyhow we had a nice tramp even if wc didn’t find 
anything.” 

Dr. Hewlett chuckled. “That remark reminds me of the 
.old Yanltee whaleman’s statement,” he said.^“Returning 
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from a three years’* voyage, he was asked if hh had good 
luck. ‘ Wall,’ he replied, * we had a danged nice sail but 
we didn’t get no ile.*” • , 

Sam shook with laughter. “Ah appreculate that joke, 
chief,” he*chuckled. “ Yiias, sir, Ah certainly does.” 

“ Well, w'e’ll * apprecujate ’ somctlungiito eat,” Tom told 
him. “Hurry up with that grub, Sam.” 

As they hnished the meal, Dr. Hewlett glanced about. 
“ Where’s Gandi ?” he asked. 

“ He’s gone for cotch fish, chief,” fold him. “ Like¬ 
wise he stipulate he take a look for to sec if those stoopid 
niggers ’cross the gftt is humbuggin’ about.” 

“Confound the boy!” exclaimed the scientist. “He has 
no business going off without permission. Especially 
while we were absent. I thought he had more sense than 
to leave the place alone with only Sam here.” 

Tofti grinned. “You can’t expect an aborigine to 
behave like otAer human beings,” he said. “They’re 
creatures of impulses. But Candi’s no fool. You can bet 
he wouldn’t have gone off until he was sure there was no 
danger. And a mess of fish would taste darjied good.” 

“Hmm, I don’t suppose his absence is of any real 
consequence,” Dr. Hewlett admitted. “But he’ll get a 
good scolding for not lisking my pemission just tlic 
same. And he should be bailk by now. It will be dark in 
half an hour.” , ., 

But even when the tropic night descended and the big 
firebcxrtles Bashed and twinkled in the blackness of the 
surrounding jungle, the Carib had not returned, au^ 
Dr. Hewlett became reaily anxious. 

“I can’Minaginc why he hasn’t come back,” he declared 
as he peered intently into the gloom from the house in 
the tree. “Something must have happen^ to hkn.” 
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“It is Strange, I admit,** said Tom. “But I wotildn*t 
worry over Him. He*s as much at home in the jungle at 
night 9 S in the daytime. I can’t imagine him meeting 
with an accident, and if he were in trouble h^d hre his 
gun as a signal to us. He knows we must be wondering 
why he doesn’t show up. My bet is that he saw something 
suspicious going on among those bandits and is watching 
to learn just what ^they’re up to.” * 

“I hadn’t thought of that possibility,” said Dr. Hewlett. 
“ I shouldn’t be surprised if you are right in your surmise. 
But if he doesn’t appear before we turn in someone will 
have to remain on watch for him ai!d lower |he ladder 
when he docs arrive.” , ' 

“ What’s the sense in that?” demanded Tom. “ Why not 
leave the ladder down? He’ll haul it up, or some of us 
will wake and can help him haul ^it up when he comes 
back. As long as he’s away there’s no ganger qf Being 
attacked—^he’d know if the rascals landed on the cay and 
would beat them over here, and if the ladder should be up 
and he had^the scoundrels on his heels we might not have 
^ time to lower it for him before they arrived.” 

“Thew’s a good deal in favour of your argument,” 
said Dr. Hewlett judicially. “ I can account for his absence 
only on the supposition that, Its you suggested, he is 
keeping watch on the raiders* camp, and of coiurse if that 
is the case we would not be running any risk by leaving 
the ladder down. However, I shall remain awake and on 
watch for an hour or two. He certainly will return by 
then.” 


* “Have it your own way,” yawned Tom. “But 
personally I think you’re losing your sleep i^eedlessly. 
Don’t hesitate to wake me if you need me or if anything 
happoB.*: f 
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A moment later Ifom was dead to the world, and lusty 
snores from the direction of Sam’s bunk spoke eloquently 
of the Negro’s heavy Slumbers. 

For a time Br. Hewlett remained at his vigil. Seated 
on his cot by the open window overlooking tlie ladders 
he gazed into the night. With his cnind filled with 
thoughts of Timmy, and groping vainly for some plan 
to put an*end to the dilemma into |rhich she and the 
others had been hurled by Fate, the scientist was oblivious 
to his surroundings. But the witchriry of the night was 
weaving its spell, nevertheless. The ever-moving lights 
of the huge firebeefles, the faint chirping of insects, the 
caressing breath of th^ night wind and the sleepy rustle 
of the foliage had an almost hypnotic effect. Despite his 
efforts his eyes would close, in vain he fought back his 
overwhelming drowsiness, his head nodded, and he 
dropped^ into a ^eamfess sleep. 



CHAPTER EIGHTEEtN 


UNVHR COVER OF TIIE^ NIGHT 

'WTTTT.E HIS friends Jiad been worrying over his* prolonged 
absence and wondering what had become of him, Gandi 
had been fully occupifid. Although he had been constantly 
associated with civilised white men during the greater 
portion of his life, he still retained niany of tlic traits of 
his savage ancestors. He was inwaydly a Cafrib, although 
outwardly civilised, a member of a tribe whose intelli¬ 
gence, sii|>cr-woodcraft, cunning, bravery and fighting 
proAvess liad resulted in their conquest of every tribe 
with whom they came in contact* and had enabled the 
Caribs to liold their oum against the Spanish, French and 
English for centuries. 

Rather taciturn, like all of liis race, he rarely expressed 
his thoughts, aitd he obserATd and absorbed a great deal 
*wluch 1^ had never mentioned to his white companions. 
When the first party of raiders had appeared he had 
Avatched them land and had followed them, unseen and 
unsuspected, as they approached the camp. But until 
their hpstile indentions were evident l^e had made no move. 
Then his sudden appearance on the scene had saved the ^ 
day. And when the rascals had returned in force his 
i|^ysterious attack in their rear had beer tlie chief reason 
^or tlieir precipitate retreat. v 

But despite tl\c part he had played he still felt that he 
had failed in his duty by not saving Jimmy from falling 
into thee clutches of the bandits, and all If is thoughts 
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since her capture had been concentrated in>«in rescuing 
her from her predicament. It seemed a hopeless under¬ 
taking, however,, folk the ^raider’s camp upftn the little 
islet wa^ inaccessible, there was no cover near, and the 
rascals imintained a strict watch. To Gandi the narrow 
gut would have been no obstacle, for Ijke all of his tribe 
he W'as almost amphibious, but he realised that even if he 
reached the island undctcct d (as he was confident he 
could) and succeeded in finding antf releasing the girl 
(which was problematical) there was scarcely a chance 
that they could regain the cay witltout being seen and 
overtaken by her «aj>tors. He even contemplated con¬ 
structing some sort of primitive canoe or raft with which 
to accomplish liis puqwse, and several times had Inxm on 
the point of suggesting this to Dr. Hewlett and Tom. He 
realised, however, that tltey would never consent to his 
making tlte dangeroils attempt at rescue by hinjsclf, and 
that if 1;he others accompanied him it would mean failure 
and disaster for all, and would very probably bring dire 
reprisals upon Jimmy. % 

Filled with such thoughts, striving in his primitive 
mind to evolve some scheme for accomplishing^his pur-^^ 
pose, and peering from his hiding place at tire dull glow 
of the dying fire marking the raiders* camp across the 
gut, he did not realise how time had passed or that his 
friends were worrying over his projonged absence. 
Moreover, for the firs\ time he was wameJ by the savage’s 
strange intuition or sixth sense that trouble was impend¬ 
ing, despite thc^fact that everything seemed quiet and 
peaceful with no undented signs of activity in tfie 
bandits* camp. Now and then he could see one of the 
scoundrds walk between him and the dying fire. Faintly, 
at izitervals 4 he could even hear the sounds of th^tr voices 
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borne to him on the soft night wind cAnd then suddenly 
he tensed, every sense keen and alert, for to his super- 
sensitive ears had come the soimd^ of oars in rowlocks 
and tlie gurgle of water. A boat was moving somewhere. 
Against the black background of the islet and mangroves 
the craft was invisible even to his cat-like eyes, but the 
dark reflections mirrored on the walrer were broken and 
disturbed by tlie boat’s wake, and by the ripples Gandi 
knew the craft was'^headed for the landing place. 

As silently as a sixadow and as invisible, the Indian 
stole swiftly towardif the spot. An instant later the boat’s 
keel grated softly on the shore, ther<j, were a few words 
in hoarse whispers and two men disembark :;d eCnd, tread¬ 
ing cautiously, vanished amid the tlrecs. 

What tlicy had in mind the Indian did not know and 
he was not addicted to speculation. But that they were 
up to some deviltry he knew and'he was on the point 
of following them when a slight sound warned him that 
the boat had not been left unguarded. Wriggling like a 
snake thros,ugh the grass and weeds, Gandi approached 
witlxin a few yards of the craft and placing his head flat 
•on the groUnd secured a view of the boat silhouetted 
against the sky. Seated in the bow was a burly figure. 
The attitude of the fellow, hunched forward with chin 
resting on hand, told tJxe Indj^an as plainly as words that 
the man felt perfectly secure, that he did not dream of 
danger near, and was merely watchjifg the boat while hilt' 
comrades were absent. A thrill of exultation filled Gandi.' 
Here was his opportunity to even scores with the raiders 
ahd to compel them to come to tenns. If he could capture 
nhe man in the boat, hide the craft and maroon the two 
raiders on the cay, Dr. Hewlett would have a hbstage to 
ofiset Jifuny, the enemies’ forces would be^ reduced by 
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three, and the scientist could <Hctatc terms to the raidra. 
With Gandi to think was to act. Placing his gun aside, 
he sought about und^his fingers found a lump of rock, 
and wriggling forward inch by inch he reached the last 
dump of,brusfi within six feet of the boat. Cautiously 
he raised himself, crouching with tensed muscles, and 
leaped. The scarcel}^ audible thud of che blow was the 
only sound as'the Indian’s arms swept down and the lump 
of rock in his fist struck squarely on thifsidc of the bandit’s 

head. ^ , , 

As soundlessly as if he had been'a dummy me man 

collapsed, and swifijy and with deft fingers Gandi trussed 
and gagged with the boat’s painter. To push the boat 
from shore was but tMb work of a moment, and using an 
oar for a paddle the elated Carib headed for the mangrove 
swamp. His first half-formed plan was to hide the craft 
with, the bound Mid»gaggcd raider within it until he 
could notify Di*. Hewlett and Tom of his capture and the 
prisoner could be secured. But as he slipped between the 
ghostly trunks of the weird trees a new idea cape to him. 
He would hide his captive, work his boat through the 
devious narrow cliamicls among tlic trees, u{>proach tlie» 
enemy’s camp from the rear and, if luck favourea, rescue 
Timmy and make their ^cape in the boat. By capturing 
the craft he had eliminate the greatest hazards of an 
attempted rescue. The raiders’ forces were reduced by 
:^he three men on thtfeay, those remainmg'^ould ddubcless 
’’ have their attentions‘centred on their fellows who had 
crosied the gut on some nefarious mission and, most 
impiKtant of all,‘they had no boat in which to give chale 
once he and the girl had made a getaway and had embarked 
in the captured craft. All the old ancestral Canb love of 
daring and adventure surged through Gandi’s^ veins at 
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thought of* such a coup, and unerringly he guided his 
craft to a liny area of dry land in the heart of the swamp, 
dragged and hauled the groaning hut helpless and voice¬ 
less man from the boat, dumped him utjcerenloniously 
among the Spanish bayonets^ and cactus, and loft him to 
the tender mercies^ of sand flies and mosquitoes. 

Although tlac Carib had never navigated the labyrinth 
of the mangrove trees, his Indian instinct served him as 
well as a map would have dojte and witli fully as much 
certainty, and almost iis swiftly as tltough it had been 
broad daylight he followed tJic intricate maze of leads 
and waterways between the trees, guirJed by the loom of 
their tops and their reflections on the still \^tef, towards 
tlic farther shore of the little islet. Then as he hesitated, 
peering through the blackness of the night, seeking the 
most advantageous spot to land, the distant soimd of a 
gunshot ^reached his ears. The next moment shouts and 
excited cries came from the bandits’ camj?. Here Viis his 
opportunity, and quickly ruiming the boat ashore in a 
tiny slielt^^rcd cove he hurried silently and invisibly 
towards the camp. 

* He h<^ cbftic within sight of the cluster of rude huts 
and could sec the bandits standing about, gazing towards 
the cay and listening aitcntivelyf when suddenly a bright 
glow reddened the sky and a pillar of flame shot upwards 
from die hilltop across the gut. With one accord the 
raiders dashed ior the shore, shouting, cursing, cheering, 
and leaving the camp deserted. What the flames presaged, 
what had transpired upon the cay Gai\di did not know 
and he w;isted no time in guess^ing. Dashing forward 
^le peered into the first hut, calling in a whisper^ ** Missy 
Jimmy! Missy Jimmy 1" 

There «was no sound and he sprang to the^ next shack. 



UNDER COVER OF THE NIGHT I47 

‘What—who? GaAdi, it can’t be- ** came •in amazed 
muffled tones from the dark interior. 

The Indian leaped f Jimjthy’s side. "No m&keum talk. 
Makeum 1-un!”Jie whis|>ered. “ No gotum tied ?” 

For ansMrer she leaj>ed to her feet, grasjx'd the Carib’s 
arm, and together ihe^ raced from t|tc camp towards 
die waiting boat. 

As thcyJcaped in and Gandi shoved^^he craft from the 
shore, Jimmy noticed the lurid glare in the sky for die. 
first time. 

"What has hap|>cncd?” she panted. “What’s that light? 

It looks like a Where arc the others? And how on 

# / 

earth did you^get here?” 

“No sabby liini ftiter fire,” the Imlian replied as he 
wielded his oar. “Doctor chief, Tom chief, Sam no conic 
this side. Two, tTcc feller cojiie in boat. Me bashuni one 
fcllenhead. Ticuni plenty. Makeum walk thi^ side for 
catchum Missy*samc way.” 

By now they were well witinn the shelter of die man¬ 
groves, and realising that Gandi’s mind wiis ctVicentratcd 
on navigating the maze, Jimmy forbore to question him 
further, although consumed wkh curiosity*'to l^am thef' 
whole story of her rescue. Presently as they passed an 
opening among the trees she caught a glimpse of the 
raiders’ sloop riding to anchor in tJie gut a few hundred 
yards distant, and^like an inspiration^plan ^flashed 
, through her brain. * 

“Stop!” she commanded the Indian. Tlien, as the boat 
was checked. “JLet’s take their sloop,” she suggested. 
“Then we can all get ^way from the cay and leave diem 
marooned until the police come for them.” 

Someming very like a chuckle came from Gandi’s lips. 
“Me sabby,” he replied. “Catchum liim fellertsioop all 
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same catchfim boat, him feller stop pf^ty long time this 
side. No can makem walk, how can do?** Then, as he 
turned the boat towards the sloop. ***5pose catchum sloop, 
mebbe him feller catchum back same way. Mebbe him 
feller swim mebbe makeum balsa, makeum cctaae ’cross 
gut. Me sabby ,mebbe sinkum 8]pop him feller no 
catchum.** 

“ But if we sink t^ie sloop we won’t be able to get away,** 
Jimmy objected. **If we all go on board they won’t dare 
try to come over an^ get it back.** 

*Iluh, mebbe Missy sabby plenty,** assented the Carib. 
•Alla right, me catchum sloop.** ® ^ 

A few minutes later tliey were alongside the craft. 
Gandi quickly cut the anchor line and made it fast to the 
small boat, and with Jimmy at the oars and with the 
Indian paddling they headed for the cay. Only a faint 
glow now showed above the trees ahead, and while both 
Gandi and the girl were puzzled, yet as there had been 
but one gunshot and no ^rther sounds of conflict, and 
both wel% busy with their task of towing the heavy 
sloop, they gave the matter little thought. Fortunately 
Uie tide ivas ^ch them, it was not far across the gut, and 
they were within a few hundred feet of the shore when 
suddenly the tow line came taut with a snap, the small 
boat jerked backwards, and despite every effort it refused 
to movf* forward an inch. « 

** Me sabby,” announced Gandi, laying aside his paddle^ 
^•Him feller sloop hi turn bottom same dme.” 

^•*1 guess you’re right,” agreed the girl. ” She’s hard 
^aground on the sand bar. We’ll have to leave her there 
until high tide. Come on, Gandi, let’s hurry and the 
Doctor and Tom and find out what’s happened over hecct* 



CHAPTER NINETEEN 


THP HOLOCAUST 

Dr. HewijRtt awoke with a start. Fcf a brief moment 
he was not quite certain whether he actually had fallen ' 
asleep or had merely closed his eyep. If he had slept, 
how long had he been unconscious? he wondered. And 
why hadnU Gj» J9i fetumed? What on earth had caused 
the Indian to remain away until this hour, or had he met 
with some accident or been captured by the raiders? 

It didn’t seem possible, but what other explanation 
could . . . Suddenly,he tensed, snifHng the air sus- 
piciomly. No, he had not been mistaken, he could dis¬ 
tinctly smeH the faint pungent odour of smoke. What 
did it mean? Had Sam carelessly failed to ^tinguish 
the camp fire? Thrusting liis head and shoulaers from* 
the window he peered over the edge of the platform into 
the blackness below, and with difficulty stifled ex¬ 
clamation of utter amazement that rose to his lips. 
Clinging to the lower peSrtion of the upper ladder was a 
man, and crouched in the vHde crotch of the tree beside 
him was a second man, their figures dmriy revealed by 
<^thc faint light of a fiie which h^ been kindl^ between 
the forking branches. At the instant Dr. Hewlett saw 
them the crouching man was piling green leaves over the 
flickering tongues of aflame. Instantly the scientist 
divined she fellows* purpose, and his first impulse was 
to awaken his companions, drive ofl^ the scoundrels 
below the Are before the smokb forced 
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them from their tree-top refuge. ASthough a peaceful 
man and averse to using violence, yet he was so thoroughly 
incensed by the treachery andviIljfiny*of the raiders that 
he would gladly have seen Tom empty djoth Ibarrels of 
his gun at the scoundrels. For that matter it would be a 
question of shooting them or beyig shot, for it was 
obvious that they w'ould become targets for the bandits’ 
weapons when th^flames or smoke forced them from the 
•hut. 

Had Dr. Hewlett pid the others been sleeping soundly, 
as the murderous villains undoubtedly assumed would 
be the case, nothing could have saved ths^three men, and 
the scientist mentally gave fcrvq^it than^ for having 
discovered their danger owing to Gandi’s absence. 

All this flashed through his mind in the fraction of a 
second, and he was about to turn and arouse Tom and 
Sam wlien to liis utter astonishment the men conamfenced 
climbing the ladder to the hut. What did it mean? Why 
had the scoundrels built their fire in the fork of the tree 
they planned to reach the hut? What earthly purpose 
could they*, have in ascending to the house instead of 
waitings below and potting the occu[>ants as the smoke 
drove tliem, dazed and choking, from their shelter? 

Then, suddenly and intuitivelj, the explanation flashed 
dirough Dr. Hewlett’s brain. The fellows planned to 
reach the hut unseen and unsuspect<;d, and either kill or 
capture the occupants when diey«rushed out, confused. 
and blinded by the smoke, thus tunning no risk of their 
prospective victims shooting at them fiiDm above. 

, Instantly, wdth this realisationwof the rascals’ scheme. 
Dr. Hewlett formed a plan to turn the tables. But there 
was no time to lose. The men were more than half-way 
up the Iwdder, and as he turned to arouse his two com* 
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panions he thanked heaven that both Tom and Sam were 
the type who waken with nsinds clear and senses alert 
and without making a protect or outcry. * 

“Tom!*** he whispered^ touching the sleeping man. 
“Tom, wake up! Hist, not a sound!** Then without 
wasting an instant ^ying to explain {he situation he 
aroused the Npgro and In a few terse wliispercd words 
acquainted •the two with the facts ijnd outlined his 
scheme. 

Crouching by the window they waited. By now the 
smoke had bteome almost unbearable and with the utmost 
difficulty the ihpic Restrained their agonising desires to 
cough and sfw^e, whil^ tears streamed from their eyes. 

But their sufferings Listed for only a few moments. 
Almost within reach of their arms the raiders stepped 
from the top of the ladder to the narrow platform, and 
as Dr.* Hewlett had surmised they would do, th<y stole 
to the rear of thc^liousc ready to strike down the occupants 
as they emerged from tlie doorway. 

Scarcely had they vanished when the scientist and hisg 
companions wriggled from the window and hurried down 
the ladder. Tom was in the lead/Dr. Hewlett can^e next 
and Sam was last. As they neared the crotch where the 
raiders* fire, smothered with green leaves, sent up its 
column of dense smoke, Sam stopped. Several feet to 
one side a bundle ^f dry palm-leaf tlx^tch, dis^irdcJ 
prhen building the huff was lodged among the brandies 
of the tree. Like a gigantic ape the Negro swung to tlie 
limb, seized the thatch, and tossing it on the smouldering^ 
fire, regained the ladder and slid to the ground beside the 
others. « 

Dr. Hewlett had planned to remove the ladder and give 
the rascals a taste of their own medicine by forcing them 
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to endure the tortures of the smoke until thgj threw down 
their guns and surrendered. But Sam’s act had put an 
abrupt end to his scheme. The «tin^er-like that^ had 
caught fire instantly, and alrady tongu^ of £ame were 
licking up the la^er towards the platforx^ and hut 
above. 

To smoke the raiders into submission was one thing, 
but to incinerate ^em was quite a dififereht matter, and 
the scientist groaned and Tom cried out as the two 
rascals, suddenly aware of the menacing flames, £q>peared 
in ^ ruddy glare/shouting and cursing in waror and 
panic The inflammable bamboo was all afire 

and as impassable as if made of wliite^'tt iron. .The 
platform was burning in a dozen places, and horrified at 
the plight of their enemies above, ^e three on the ground 
stood staring upwards, utterly powerless to aid the 
doomed bandits. « ^ 

" It’s* terrible I *’ Hewlett exdainrcd. “ TFhey— 

Look out! ” His warning came too late The raiders 
had caug](\t sight of the men below and despite the 
blazing hut and the searing flames and scorching heat, 

> one of the* rascals raised his gun and fired. Tom 
staggen^ back with a sharp exclamation of pain. 

“ Are you hit, Tom ? Are yo\\ hurt?” cried the scientist 
springing to the other’s side 

** Just nicked, I guess,” Tom assured him. “ lu my left 

shoulder. Only a few shot, 1 guess' 1- ** 

His words were cut short by i! cry from Sam as one^ 
of the raiders, unable to endiue the torture further, 
leaped from the blazing platform high above. 

With his garments afiiie he c^e hurtling downward 
through the branches, leaving a trail of q&rks and 
fragments of glowing doth behind him, to land with an 
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ominous thud uppn tht rocky hilltop. Befiorc on« 
lookers could reach the motionless huddled form, a 
shower of sparks an^ blazing poles rained down as the 
ladder burned durough, * while the seething mass of 
dames consuming the hut illuminated the surrounding 
forest with their ruddy light and cast a lurid glo\^ 
upon the sky. * 

“A hombie fate,” sighed Dr. Hewhitt, as, waiting for 
the glowing embers to cease falling, so they might reach 
the man who had leaped, they watched the burning hut 
which formed the funeral pyre of the other raider. 

“Not half a^^tcyrible as it would have been for us if 
yo.u hadiS*t ^ked in time,” Tom reminded him. Then: 
“How the deuce did ^ou happen to think of that devilish 
idea of throwing thatch on tlie fire, Sam ?” 

Sam scratched his woolly head and grinned sheepishly. 
“Speakin* for true, cliicf, Ah don’t rightly know,” he 
replied. “ Seems like it just pop into me head when Ah 
passed the pile of palm leaves. And Ah don’t have the 
premediashun of bumin’ he to death, chief, jpid that the 
truth.” . ^ 

“I don’t suppose we can blame you, ft^r your aot 
undoubtedly saved our lives,” said Dr. Hewlett. ^ But we 
can’t allow that injurejJ man to lie there. Come, Sam, 
we’ll have to get him a^ay from there. The blazing 
wreckage of the hut may come tumbling on top of him 
at any instant.” • • • • 

"I’ll give a hand,*^Tom volunteered. “My right arm 
is all right.” 

“Your wounj is of more importance than this felloif,” 
declared the scientist when, a moment later, the uncon¬ 
scious raider had been dragged out of reach of falling 
embers. 
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•Thank Heaven, it is not as bad as I feared,” he com¬ 
mented as he examined Tom’s wounded shoulder. “ One 
shot grazed* the flesh and the others barely penetrated 
below the skin. Lucky for you that rascal’s guh wasn’t 
loaded with a heavier charge and that his aim v/as poor. 
An inch or two to^the right and yoi\ would have lost an 
eye probably. Now hold tight and I’ll have those shot 
out in a moment 

• Tom gritted his teeth and winced as Dr. Hewlett pressed 
the leaden pellets from the wounds. 

“I’ll let them bleecl all they will,” said the scientist. 
“Best to keep them open until we c*n%se antiseptics. 
Now we’ll attend to this j)oor chap.” ^ 

“He’s very badly injured,” he announced as he bent 
over the unconscious raider. “Both his legs are broken, 
his skull appears to be fractured and he is terribly burned. 
We must get him to our old camp or some place where I 
can care for him properly ” 

“I guess his number’s up, then,” said Tom. “About 
averything Ave had was in the hut. Even the first-aid kits 
were there, J'hcre may be some surgical supplies and 
mediciiiQs cacned in the Cave But how are we going to 
get him there? If Gandi was here we might manage it, 
but with my shoulder I’m only half a man,” 

“I’d give a great deal to k'^ow what has become of 
Gandi,exclaimed Dr, Hewlett. “I’pi terribly worried 
about him. Unless he has met with fome serious accident 
or foul play or has been captured by those scoundrels 
h^’d have been here loiig ago. He couldn’t help seeing 
»tlie fire.” # ^ 

“I don’t want to be pessimistic,” declared Toip, “but 
I shouldn’t be at all surprised if this bird and his partner 
eliminated Gandi before they came here. Maybe just. 
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tied him up for ssifo-keeping. My guess is tliat while he 
was spying on some of the gang die others sneaked up 
and suqirised him.” • • * 

“I fear as much,” Dr. Hewlett admitted. “But I haven’t 
allowed myself to believe it. Somehow I can’t imagine 
a Carib letting tjiic type of scot^udrel catch him 
unawares.” , * 

“Ncitlier can I,” agreed Tom. “«ut neither can I 
imagine two of the devils landing and getting here 
without Gandi seeing them and \varniug us, unless he 
was killed ''r captured.” 

“We’re^ wav^ih^ precious moments in speculating,” 
the scicntislT reminded him. “Your shoulder needs 
attention and this feliow is in fearful sha]>e. Sam, can’t 
we rig up some sort of a stretcher out of bamboos and 
lianas ?” ^ 

“Ah ’spect we can, chief,” the Negro replied. .“But Ah 
lose me knife and me machete. ' Has you got a knife, 
chief?” 

“Good Lord, no—only a penknife,” Dr. Hewlett t<jjd 
him. “How about you, Tom?” , • 

“This is the only one I have,-' Tom told t*hcm^offering 
a small pocket knife. “ I’m afraid—^—” 

“Hi yi, Ah got he!” exclaimed Sam as he knelt beside 
the wounded raider. “pc4>ound to do us good, now he 
done us bad. Yaa^ sir, here’s perzactly ,thc impediment 
Ah requires.” Samorosc grasping a heavy bush-knife 
which he had dragged from the sheath attached to the 
belt of the unconscious raider. , 

Quickly, the Negro secured several bamboo poles and 
lengths of tough vines, and with the others* help a crude 
but strong litter or stretcher was soon made. 

By the time this was done the injured man was regain- 



CAKIB COLD 


IS6 

ing consciousness and he moaned and groaned pitifully 
as he was lifted and placed on the improvised stretcher. 
Then, with ^am at one end and Dr.Tlewlett at the other, 
and with Tom, carrying his gun, in the lead, they started 
along the dark trail towards the caves and their abandoned 
camp site. ^ , 

They had cover^ nearly half the distance when Tom 
suddenly halted and with a warning for silence, stood 
listening. From somewhere ahead and to one side came 
the sounds of stealthy footsteps. 

“More of the gang!” whispered Tom. “Coming to 
pick our bones at the feast—the cursdfi Ih^i^rds. Here, 
Doctor, take the gun, I can’t shoot. And let them hiive 
both barrels the moment you see them.” 



CHAPTER TWENTY 


BAWACmO THE SLOO| 

IiOWEiifNr<T the litter with the wounded man, Dr. Hew|jett 
seized the gun, Sam gripped the wicked-looking bush** 
knife menacingly, and crouching i% the black shadows 
of the trees the three prepared to tender the approaching 
raiders a most^^ atfpleasant surprise party. An instant later 
two dim indistinct figures came into view and the scientist 
raised his weapon, sighting along the barrel at the nearer 
of the two. “Halt or 1*11 shoot I** he barked. 

“Hi, no makeum shoot!** and a sltrill, startled cry was 
the ahsjver. » 

“Gandil” cried the scientist leaping to his feet. “*Gandi 

“Jimmy, by all that’s holy I” shouted Tom*^pringinjJ“ 
forward. 

“Oh, how you did frighten me!** stanunered stoe girl, 
still shaking with terror. “I thought you were the 
bandits.” 

“And we thought you ^erc some of the gang,” Qs. 
Hewlett told her,♦“Thank the Lord»i didn’t^ shoot 
• without a warning, But what, how- ” 

“Me catchum,” announced the Carib wholly un* 
perturbed. 

“Yes, Gandi rescuedTne,” said Jimmy. “And we stole 
their slcA>p. And-” 

“Stole their sloop!” repeated the scientist in puzzled 
tones. “For heaven’s sake be a little more exolicit. I—” 
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“Tom, you’re hurt!” cncd the girl' Then, as a moan 
of agony came from tjie wounded raider on the stretcher. 

“ Who, what-” 

“By Jove, I’d forgotten the poor rascal!’* exclaimed 
Dr. Hewlett interrupting her question. “Come, we can 
talk later. Wc nyist get tlxis map ro the cave at once.” 

As tlicy resumfd their interrupted way Jimmy related 
the evciiis of the night as far as she knew themj and Tom 
•told her of the attack on the house in the tree and its 
tragic ending, whily Gandi acquainted them with what 
he had accomplished. By the time the party reached 
the cave all had a fairly clear and conTictted id^‘a of what 
had hajipencd. ^ 

“ I’ni not so sure wc arc safe from tlxc scoundrels, even 
if they have no boat,” declared Dr. Hewlett as he busied 
himself with the wounded raider \yhilc Tom and Jimmy 
searched frantically among the cached,goods fof the 
medicines and surgical supplies. At last the necessary 
things were found, and ordering Gandi to remain on 
^lard outride the case, the scientist devoted himself to 
^patcRing up jthc groaning man while Jimmy bathed and 
bandaged Tom’s shoulder. 

“ I don’t think there’s one chance in a tliousand that the 
fellow will Ii\c,” Dr. Hewlett fuinounced tvhen he had 
4i>ne all in his power for his*patient. “I’ve given him a 
hyjKjdormic of« morphine so he wcyi’t suffer, but any 
oidiuary human being would have been killed outright - 
by such injuries as he has received.” 

* “I can’t help being sorry for him, eve if he is a rascal 
and tried to murder you,” declared Jimmy. i 

“I don’t pity him as mucli as I do the fellow Gandi left 
in the mangrove swamp,” said Tom. “I’d hate like the 
devil to be in his place, being eaten alive by mosquitoes 
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and sand flies, and«with those big land crabs crawling 
over me. And he hasn’t even a shot of morpMne to help 
him.” 

“We’ll fescuc^him as soon as it is daylight,” declared 
Dr. Hcwloft. “I imagine he’ll be thoroughly chastened 
and reformed by then. Personally I can’t feel much 
sympathy for any of the scoundrels. Thly’rc out-and-out 
pirates and potential murderers. ThercAre still at least a 
dozen of them on the islet and they arc more desperate* 
than ever. They may make a raft and cross the gut.” 

«We’re safe enough here,” said Tbm. “We can hold 
the cave agains^^ike whole gang if they come across 
here. And i^ worst comes to worst we can retire to 
the inner cave and barricade the opening behind us.” 

Dr. Hewlett smiled. “You forget that our food supplies 
arc very low, and if the rascals should find the rear en¬ 
trance they’d have us*niccly bottled up. And there’s no 
water iA this cave. We couldn’t stand a siege for,more 
than a day or two at the most. If we are to remain here 
W'c shall be obliged to move our belongings and this^ 
wounded man to the other cave wc occupied.* And we 
decided then that it vras an insecure refuge.’*' 

“I guess you’re dead right,” Tom assented. “ But I don’t 
believe they will try to cross the gut.” 

“And I cannot see that rf:hcy have any other course 
left but to do so,” declared the scientist. “They^ 
marooned on the islet and their only hope of getting away 
is to secure their sloop. If they cross over to salvage her 
they most certaii^y will make a final desperate attempt to 
secure the imaginary g*casurc, and to their minds the 
only way to do so is to force us to reveal its supposed 
hiding place,” 

“That may be true,” agreed Tom, “but our sl#op may 
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show up, or a rescue vessel may arrive, and if we bum 
their sloop they’ll stay maroon^.” 

Dr. Hewlett shook his head. "Theije isn’t a chance of 
that rascally skipper coming for us. H^’s loitj^ overdue 
now. Even if by some chance he should yrive he’d 
undoubtedly insist upon rescuing his fellows on the islet, 
even if he isn’t Connected with fnar deviltry. Blood is 
thicker than wa&r, you know. As far as the authorities 
^sending a vessel for us is concerned we might wait here 
for weeks before it arrives,” 

”Why can’t we !»alvage the sloop and sail away?” 
Jimmy asked him. « %. 

” That is precisely what 1 plan to do,” her uaclfeinformed 
her, “And the sooner we get at it the better. Sam, go 
to the landing and see how the tide is. It will be daylight 
in less than an hour. Then while Gandi goes after the 
fellow in the swamp we can buiy ourselves with the 
sloop.? 

“I see only one objection to that,” said Tom. “Who’s 
^oing to flail the craft after we get her off the bar- 
assuming we succeed in doing so? I’m no sailor and I 
’don’t tjj^ink yon are eith-nr, Doctor.” 

“No, I’m sorry to say I know very little about a sailing 
vessel,” Dr. Hewlett admitted, “But it always has 
appeared a simple matter. ^ I think we can manage 
lf5mehow.” 

“I can steer,” said Jimmy, “but ^ don’t know anything ^ 
about sails. Perhaps Sam’s a sailor. He said be was cook 
on a ship or something.” 

A moment later the Negro appeared and announced 
that the tide was rising and that the sloop yiras still 
aground. 

“Do you know how to sail?” Tom asked him* 
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•Ah most assuredl^i^ docs, diicf,** Sam replied.* "Ah is 
most proficioiis at that qualification, yaas, sir, chief.** 
•SplendidI* gaculate^ the^scientist. “To nry mind 
the most fofttma^ event of tthc entire expedition is the 
fact that wejiired Sam. Now to secure the stranded ark 
and prepare to bid the cay farewell. I’ll take a look at the 
poor devil here, although* there’s nothingjjmore I can do 
for him.” r 

Stepping to the side of the injured raider he bent 
over him. “His troubles are over,” he announced as he 
turned away. 

“He’s dead I” excUimed Jimmy in lowered tones. 

Dr, Hewieft nodded. “ I expected he would be,” he said. 
“We’ll have to bury him, but the funeral can wait and 
the tide won’t. Come, there is no time to lose.” 

Leaving the cave they made tlicir way to the landing 
and as they came within%ight of the gut and the capturc*d 
sloop Sanf gave a'shout. * , 

“Wa la, she afloat!” he exclaimed. “Yaas, sir, sec how 
she bobbles. She float free with the tide, chief. If we don’t 
make to cotch she right smart she bound drift‘on the 
rockstone yander. We bound movolively for tAie, d^ef.” 

“By Jove, yes,” agreed the scientist. “We’re just in 
time. Jimmy, you stay there with Gandi. We’ve got to 
hurry.” • 

Leaping into the boat the three men shoved off anef 
pplled for the drifting*s^pop. But by the time they were 
alongside, the vessel was within a few hundred feet of 
the islet where th<^ raiders had gathcTed on the sliore 
ready to swim out and s^re their craft. As the small 
boat reached the sloop and Sam, clambering aboard, 
secured a rope, and leaping back made the towline fast, 
A chorus of angry shouts and curses came from the 
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tliroats^of the bafHed scoundrels, c Hastily seizing guns 
they fired at the occupants of the small boat. But the shots 
spattercB harmlessly on the water «nd the bullets from 
the few old-fashioned muskets of the raided went wild, 
one or two thudding into the planking of the sloop 
while others whistled overhead. ^ 

Bending toAhe oars Sam and the scientist towed the 
vessel slowy out of range of their e emies’ *weapons and 
after half an hour of strenuous labour moored her safely 
by the landing place on the cay, 

“ Whew! That* was a hard pull,” panted Dr. Hewlett 
as he dropped his oars and mt^ed the streaming 
pcrs]>iration from his face. “And a clbsc shave.* Five 
minutes later and the slocip would have been in their 
hands, not ours.” 

“It makes me sick, having this darned shoulder of 
mine,so stiff and lame,” declared*Tom. “Just sore’enough 
to prevent my doii*g my share of work.” 

“Thank heaven it isn’t worse,” the scientist said. “But 
you might go along with Gandi and rescue the fellow 
he left* ip the swamp. He’ll need help to get the rascal 
into*the rowboat, and* I think you can manage that.” 

“ Can’t I do anything ?” Jimmy asked. “ I’m not entirely 
useless. I tliought of stealing die sloop, you know.” 

As the vessel swung to her moorings and her stern 
'camjs into view, Tom uttered an ejaculation of surprise 
and stared at her broad counter* 

“Good Lord, it’s our sloop!” he cried, pointing to the ' 
name painted in crudely-formed letters on the vessel’s 
Stern. 

“ By Jove, so it is—the GaviotaP* exclaimed tke scientist. 
“No wonder she didn’t show up for us.” 

“ Bift I can’t believe that her captain really joined the 
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raiders,” Jimmy declared. ”And Pm sure he not 
among them while I was their prisoner.” 

“He may not have tak<^ an active part in the raid even 
if he connived with the others and let them use his sloop,” 
said Dr. Hewlett. “ For that matter they may have stolen 
the vessel and sailed of£ >Yith it, or they may have seized 
her and killed the skipper. They are not tl^e type to stop 
at piracy or murder. The fact that on their first visit they 
had another smaller craft makes me inclined to think 
they did turn pirates to secure this vessel.” 

“Perhaps it’s another Gaviota^^ Jimmy suggested. 
“There might be tvf<;fsloops w'-ith the same name.” 

“Yes, but not both belonging in Anona,” said Dr, 
Hewlett. “Pm quite sure it is the same vessel in which 
we came here.” 

“Yaas, sir, chief,” dechircd Sam, “she the indentficul 
sloop arid no mistakin* about that. Ah well familiarise 
with she and Ah knows she broken boom and how it 
fished with she topmas’ spranged just the same like they 
was.” • 

“Sam’s a sailor and he ought to know,” sajif Tortl. 
“But we’ll soon settle tlie matter. Pd recognise the konncl 
of a cabin if I saw it on a boat in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean. Pll go aboard and have a look.” 

“ It’s the same sloop,” he announced when he rejoined^ 
the others. “And I^think you’re right.about those 
scoundrels turning pirates, Doctor. There are a lot of 
bloodstains on deck and a bullet hole in the cabin window.” 

“We’ll probably mever know what happened, unless 
some of the vijlains confess when apprehended,” said Dr, 
Hewlett. ^But we’re mighty lucky to have the sloop. 
Otherwise we’d be marooned here indefinitely.” 

“Yes. I can sec your point there,” agreed Tom. “There 
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wouldn^t even be the chance of the^ovemment sendhii^ a 
boat for us. Knowing the Gaviota had sailed for the cay 
they*d assume we had all been Ibst at sea or Jhiad changed 
our plans and gone elsewhere when \fe didn’t return to 
Anona.” * 

“Exactly,” said the scientist “Precisely as I pointed 
out might hsLfpca when we discussed the matter. It was 
merely the logical deduction.” 

“ But you were entirely wrong,” Jimmy insisted. “You 
said the Gaviota ^would never show up and here she is. 
And your logical deductions were a complete washout, 
for you didn’t deduce that we’d be s^lfng away in the same 
boat that brought us here,” 

The scientist laughed. “ No use arguing with a woman,” 
he observed. “ But we haven’t sailed yet and the sooner we 
do the better. You wanted to l^lp so you can stay here 
and watch the sloop while Tom and Gandi gp after the 
fellbw in the swamp and Sam and I start bringing our 
belongings down here. Take Tom’s gun and if those 
scound/els on the islet make a move to cross over, or if 
anything ^ppens, just fire the gun to warn us.” 

Amumber of trips had been made between the cave 
and the landing place, and most of the important things 
had been transferred, when Tdm and theCarib reappeared. 

, “Where’s your prisonel?” cried Jimmy as the boat 
grated on the shore and she peeredtinto it. 

Tom shook his head. “ Ask Gundi,” he replied. 

“You mean you didn’t find him?” exclaimed Dr. 
Hewlett. 

“We found what was left 6f him,” Tom told them. 
“The land crabs and buzzards had been prettfy busy. It 
wasn’t a nice sight.” 

“W&at a perfectly hideous fato—to be left to die thet 
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way r cried die girl in honified tones. ^ What unshakable 
torture he must have endured!” 

••He didn't sufFcTr and»he didn’t die, that way,” Tom 
informed her. “I^guess Gandi isn’t an expert at black¬ 
jacking. He bashed in that rascal’s head as if it had been 
an eg^hell. I didn’t re|is^ the job, but I wanted to make 
certain what killrd him. So 1 held an inquest. He never 
knew what hit him.” 

“ Huh, all same me no killum, mebbe him killum odder 
feller, me sabby,” observed the Carib. 

“Undoubtedly true,” was the sci^tist’s comment. 
“And,” he ^dded, all probability he would have 
ended ius life ofl the gallows or by a knife between his 
ribs if Fate hadn’t overtaken him here. At all events the 
incident is closed and it solves the problem of having to 
take him with us or release him here. Now to get our 
possessidns on board the sloop. Then we’ll inter thc.body 
and leave. I want to get clear of the cay before sundown 
if possible.” 

Aside from the cases of specimens there was lit^e to be ^ 
carried from the cavern cache to the sloop, and Ijy nooit- 
day the last of the boxes had beeif placed safety abmd. 

“I don’t think we can complain,” remarked Tom as 
the final case was stowed aVray and they ate their lunch 
in the shelter of the trees. “Seems to me,” he continued^ 
“ the expedition has be^ eminently successful. We a];p all 
well and whole, with dioBCxception of my shoulder which 
doem’t amount to a row of pins; our specimens cAtceed 
all our cxpectation5, and our enemies have provided us 
with the meaqs of leaving the cay.” 

“And what an adventure we’ve had!” cried Jimmy. 

“ Who’d ever dream of such things happening on a peace¬ 
ful, uninhabited little cay in the West Indies!” * 
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"It lhay be uninhabited, but be hanged if it*s 
peaceful,” laughed Tom. 

“Personally I would gladlj/L forgo the adventures,” 
declared the scientist. “Adventures iiavariably interfere 
with serious studies. But”—and his eyes twinkled mis¬ 
chievously—admit having obtained quite a * kick ’ out 
of it, even if ^ose confoundecl pirates did interrupt our 
work.” 

“ I w'ondcr how they’ll feel when they see us sail away,” 
mused the girl. 

“ A good deal like the * fifteen men on the Dead Man’s 
Chest,* I expect,” said Tom. “I d®«ht, however, if they 
have a bottle of rum remaining, and I* fancy it will be 
the police and the Lavr rather than * chink and the devil,’ 
that will * do for the rest.’” 

“I’ll bet the>’ll think we are going off with their 
mythical treasure,” laughed the girl. “How surprised 
thay would be if they could see what our cllcsts really 
contain.” 

Dr. Hewlett rose. “We still have one more duty to 
perform,” he reminded the others. “Gandi, Sam, bring 
shogcls ahd picks. We must dig a grave for that dead 
bandit,” 
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"I WONDER where we shall bury the fellow,” said Dr, 
Hewlett, glancing about the deserted camp site. “It 
would be a terrific undertaking to dig a grave here. 
There are only a few inches of soil coVering the solid 
rock.” •• 

“The only plate I know where it isn’t all rock is that 
meadow where the bull chased me,” declared Tom. 
“ Although,” he added, “ I suppose there is plenty of deep 
earth in the woods.” 

“The meadow is too far away—and the cattle mjght 
object to our presence,” said the scientist. “ And tJic soil 
in the woods is so filled with roots that it would be 
almost as hard digging as in rocky ground. I think we’ll 
have to carry die body to the beach and bury it'above 
high water mark.” 

“ Wa ia, chief, he pure corruption when he alive, and 
he no better dead,” exclaimad Sam. “Takin’ the facts of 
the case in consideration Ah aspect the most simplest 
manner of the indisposition of he scorpus dectus bo^d 
tojbe droppin’ he into thf sea, chief.” 

Unaoubtedly your solution of the problem would be 
the simplest,” Dr. .JHewlett admitted. “Provided,” he 
contifiu^, “ the sea were a«trifle more accessible. But to 
carry the body* across the island to the windward side 
would entail more time and labour than to dig a grave, 
and to cast it into the gut is out of the question.” 

*67 
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have an idea," cried Jimmy. *“Why not bury him 
in the cave? It is easy digging in there and you already 
have dug quite a deep hol^" t 

" Hmm, that’s not a bad suggestion^? muilbd Dr. Hew« 
jett, “ yet I rather dislike burying such a ^oimdrel in 
the midst of the remains of ^e former occupants and 
among valuabfe artifacts. Someone at some future time, 
might wish to continue excavations here.” . 

“If they do, and disinter his skeleton, they’ll have a 
surprise,” said Tom. “They might even think they had 
made an epochal'anthropological discovery.” 

“Why not bury him in tlie other where the graves 
are?” the girl suggested. «• * • 

“ Good heavens, Td never consider doing thatl” declared 
Dr. Hewlett. “ I’m no sentimentalist as you know, and 1 
haven’t the least hesitation about disturbing the dead in 
tlie cause of science. But it would be rank desecration to 
place the body of sudi an infamous scalawag aniong those 
of the ancient denizens of the cay. As Sam so aptly 
expresses it, he was pure corruption. No, 1 think on the 
* wliole that Jimmy’s first idea is the best solution of the 
probjem.'^ 

“Then let’s get busy at grave digging,” said Tom. 

As Jimmy had said, it was easy digging in the cave 
and there was already quite a deep depression where the 
btcavations bad been carried on. Nevertheless the work 
did not progress very rapidly, for every few momoi^ 
some relic or artifact would be revealed, and labour 
would cease while the scientist remo^ved the a^pedmens. 

“You’d never hold down a jpb as a sexton,” To#de¬ 
clared when, for perhaps the tenth time| Dr. Hewlett 
drof^ped his shovel to secure a piece of pottery. “I flatter 
mys^ I’m a pretty ardent arch^logist, but enough is 
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as good asa feast as^e old saying has it. If wc^re digging 
a grave let’s dig it and get it over withy J)ut if we’re 
excavating for specimms move our things back here 
and start^all o^er again.” 

The sdontist sighed. " I’m afraid I am an incorrigible 
collector," he said. “You’re quite right, Tom. I’ll have 
to restrain mv instincts. Unless somedting exceptional 
or wholly, new is uncovered I won’t interfere with our 
work again.” • 

For a time they worked steadily, although again and 
again the scientist cast longing dyes at some object 
disclosed, and sighed resignedly as the next shovelful 
of debris covered it up. 

“Isn’t tliis deep enough?” Tom asked at last. “We’re 
down at least four feet. What’s the use in going deefnir*?” 

“Hmm, I think this will do,” agreed Dr Ilewlcit. 
We’lk ... By Jove, if I’m not mistaken . . Dropping 
to his Knees he* began scraping av'ay the loose hwterial 
with his hands, disclosing a smooth yellowish-white 
convex objea. 

“I thought so!” he exclaimed triumphantly, “It’s*a 
human cranium. We must secui*e these remains, ’^om. 
burial at this depth must be very ancient. It may cast an 
entirely new light on the prcliistoric initabitants of the 
cave. Too bad we haven’t a ^trowel,” he continued. “ Sam, 
let me have that knife of yours. Now, Tojn* dig carefully 
^ and we’ll see if we*can’t remove the skull entire. Then 
we’ll search for the remainder of the skeleton.” 

Almost as enthusiastic as was Or. Hewlett over th^ 
dSkovery, Tom kneltt beside the scientist and com- 
inenced«caTefully digging away the material surrounding 
the skull. 

“It’s marvellously jnrescorved,” he said as more and more 
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of the bon% was exposed. **Even better than those we 
found in the burial cave.* 

“You’ll have to thank me. for *11,*‘Jimmy reminded 
them as she peered into the excavation and watched them 
with intense interest. “ If I hadn’t thought of digging the 
grave here you wouldn’t have found,it.” 

“Quite so, my girl,” agreed Dr.* Hewlett. “We’ll give 
you full credit for it in our final report on our discoveries 
here.” Then, as the last of the material fell away and he 
carefully lifted the cranium from its resting place, 
“What a splendid sjtecimen!” he exclaimed. “And what 
a findl Tom, my boy, this is a totally diiferent from 
tlie others wc obtained. And most remarkable, too, 
for it appears 10 be of a far more advanced race. The 
facial plane, the orbital ridge, the structure of the 
jaws-” 

“Here’s the rest of the skeleton!”‘cried Tom interrupt¬ 
ing the scientist’s dissertation and removing a shoulder 
blade from the side of the hole. 

• “Fine!" exclaimed Dr. Hewlett. “Work carefully and 

wc’U secure the entire skeleton. But-” 

* “Wh^t th^ deuce—why, here’s a metal ornament!” 
exclaimed Tom. “ Now where do you suppose these people 
secured metal ? It seems to be copper.” 

“ Let me sec it,” said the otlvjr. “ Bronze, I should say,” 
he bmounced a$ he examined the object. Then a strange 
expression came over his face and he lUttcred an ejaculation , 
of dumbfounded amazement. “I don’t, I cannot under- 
jg^tand this,” declared he. “Tom, tliis is a buckle 1” 

“A buckle!” reiterated the other. “But Indiadel 

didn’t use-” « 

“Look out!” shouted the girl. “The side’s caving inf” 
The men sprang back, xtarrowly escaping being buried 
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by the mass of debris undermined by the removal of the 
skull and bones. 

"Whew!” Tom*exclaimed as the cloud of dust settled 
down and they»ruhbcd their eyes. “That was a close call. 
We should have known better than to disturb that . . . 
Good heavens, whaj . . He stood staring at a large 
rectangular object expibsed by the ca\e-in. 

“Colly, it’s a chest!” cried jimmy jumping into tlie 
hole in her excitement. • 

“Bless m> soul, so it is!” exclaimed the scientist. “Now 
what on earth docs this mean?” • 

“It’s the treaswe!” the girl fairly screamed. “I know 
it fs. It’s*wlftit those raiders thought wc were after. And 
now we ha\e found it!” 

“May be a coffin instead,” said Tom. “But I’ll be 
hanged if I don’t think >ou’re right,” he added as they 
examined their discovery. “It’s a wooden chest bound 
with iion, but* of course it may not contain tr«»asure.” 

“It bound for be treasure,” declared Sam who liad 
hastily scrambled from the cxiavation when the skulh 
had been found. “Ya.is, sir, it pirate gold fox'true.* All 
persons acquaint with the fact die pirates kfA a ipan and 
bury he w'ith they treasure so he ghost bound for guard it. 
Yaas, sir, and ain’t you find he skeleton alongside the 
cliest ?” 

“By Jove, that would account for it, the buckle, I medn,** 

. declared the scientist* 

Yom burst into a roar of laughter. “ No wonder that 
skull was a layr, more advanced type!” he said. 
course the facial angle, the orbital ridge and the rest 
prove that . . . That’s a good one on you, Doctor, 
mistaking the cranium of a white man for that of a 
primitive Indian.” 
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Dr. Hewlett snorted. ^^There is no certainty that it is 
the skull of a Caucasian,’* he declared, ** although I freely 
admit it is*the cranium of a fairly modem and presum* 
ably civilised man, yet he may have beea an 6idian.** 

^Oh, do stop bickering over old bones and let’s get 
that chest out and open it,** cried the,girl. 

** That’s a lot easier said than done,” Tom reminded 
her. “ We can’t lift it out you know.” 

* ^‘Why not dig all about it and let it tumble out,” she 
suggested. 

“An excellent idea*” said Dr. Hewlett. “I imagine that 
if we remove some of the material ben^th it, it will fall 
quite readily.” * 

“We’ll be lucky if the whole side doesn’t cave in at the 
same time,” Tom declared “We’ll have to be darned 
careful.” 

“ We can’t afford to take any rislis,” said Dr. Hci^lctt. 
“ Sam, 6ring in two or three of those poles we used about 
the camp.” 

' “ We’ll lx? quite safe by digging with the poles while 
standing on, the surface on the opposite side of the holes,” 
fee expUincQ as they clinftbed from the excavation. “Of 
course,” he continued, “the material may slide in and 
cover the chest as it falls, but wc can easily remove that. 
Do you know. I’m almost as greatly interested in this 
discovery as though it were truly arch^logical.” 

Tom chuckled. “That bears oui^my contention that 
the greatest charm of archaeology is its uncertainty— 
Jihe fact that one never knows what one may find next,” 
he declared. •• 

* “Fd rather find treasure chests than old bones and 
broken dishes any day,” said the girl. “It’s a lot more 
exciting.” 
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Sam now arrivad with the poles, and standing several 
feet from the verge of the hole the men poked and prodded 
the hard-packed mattrial Jbeneath the chest. * For a time 
their efiorts appeared to make little impression. 

** Either the ^est was placed on hard bottom or else 
its weight has solidihed the debris,” said Tom. “It’s 
almost as hard as roct. I don’t believe-” 

As he .spoke he gave a hard thrust with his pole, a 
chunk of the day-like material gave way, and the chest 
slid with a splintering crash to the bottom of the hole. As 
the dust cleared away the men and ftie girl stared, s{)cech- 
less, intp the dR:avation. Scattered about the broken 
chest were d)untless dull-yellow discs, utensils and dishes, 
ornaments and irregular cubes, with here and there 
gleams of multi-coloured light like red, blue and green 
hre blazing amidst the mass of precious metal. 

** Treasure I” brcaAed the girl in awed tones. •‘Gold 
and gems!” 

“By Jove, so it is!” gaculated Dr. Hewlett. 

“Well, I’ll be shot!” exclaimed Tom. 

Jimmy laughed almost hysterically. “ An^ we thought 
the raiders were crazy to think we were looking fotj 
trcasurel” she cried. “Who’s crazy now?” 
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Dr. Hewlett was the first to recover his composure. 
“Sam,” he said, “ run down to the sloop and get one of our 
buckets and my dunnage bag. Dump my things out, and 
hurry.’* 

“We might as well begin getting th^treasurc out of 
there,” said Tom as Sam rushed off on his el rand. “PH 
scoop it into my coat and pass it up to you.” 

Leaping into the hole, he spread out his coat and 
commenced piling the golden vessels and larger pieces 
of jew’dlery upon it. “I never would have believed*I’d 
ever be doing this,” he declared as he lifteti the garment 
with an effort and passed it up to the scientist. 

I* “I expect*to wake up miy minute and find it all a 
dream,” said Jimmy as she examined the precious objects 
W'hich Djr. Hewlett dumped unceremoniously on the floor 
of the cave. “ Oli, aren’t some of these things wonderful!” 

“Nothing dreamy about the '^weight of the stuff,” 
grunted Tom as he proceeded %o load his coat the second 
tiinc. “ What wq need is a derrick.” 

“ Perhaps 1 should have told Sam %o tiring a block and 
tackle,” said the scientist. “But 1 tliink we can manage 
^tli the bucket and Sam’s help.” 

“Here he comes now,” the girl announc^ as the 
Negro appeared at the entrance to the cave. « 

Sam’s eyes seemed ready to pop from his head as he 
saw the little heap of gold and gems beside the girl. 

*74 
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“Wa lap he {^claimed in awed tones. Ah never 
speculated there is so much gold in all the world.” 

“Fll bet you jievsr * sjpcculated ’ you’d be handling 
doubloohs by ihe bucketful,” Tom told him as he and Dr. 
Hewlett,raised a pail half filled with coins and Saih, 
seizing it with his huge hands, lifted it and swung it 
clear with little apparent effort. 

“He i^n’t, now,” the scientist remarked. “That is, 
he isn’t handling doubloons. I am quite aware that 
theoretically, and according to story and tradition, buried 
treasure should consist largely ofMoubloons and pieces 
of eight. But Wiaven’t seen cither among these coins. 
Tliey appear to be guineas and louis d’or, with some 
Portuguese moidorcs.” 

“ I w'ouldn’t know a doubloon if it said * hallo ’ to me,” 
Tom declared. “Anyway, what’s the difference as long 
as they’re gold? Whew! I never knew a man could get 
tired fifting gbld. There must bc,a million in lljis pile.” 

“Of course there is, silly,” cried Jimmy. “And I’ll 
bet these diamonds and rubies and emeraldi arc worthy 
another million,” 

Dr. Hewlett laughed. “I can forgive Jffhmy for hCr 
exaggerated ideas,” he said. “But honestly, Tom, I’m 
surprised at you, a college alumnus with a degree. Don’t 
you realise that a millioq in gold would weigh nearly 
two tons? That chest couldn’t have held over five huA* 
dred pounds at dft ^lost.” * * 

“Maybe, but my arms feel as if I’d lifted a dozen tons 
already,” panted Tom. “For once in my life I’ve seen 
Aiore money tfian I '^ant. Thank heavens this is the last 
load. Only the scattered pieces to gather up now.” 

A few moments later the last of the coins had been 
secured and the two men climbed from the oKcavatiocu 
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“How diall we get all this gold aboard the sloop?** 
Tom asked. “It makes me feel tired just to think of 
lugging it down, a bucket at , 

“You won’t have to,” Dr. Hewlett assure;^! himft “I had 
Sam bring my duffle bag for that purpose.” ^ 

“It will be a darned hard job, carrying that full of 
gold,” declared Tom. * 

“Not in tlie way I have in mind,” said the scientist. 
“ Jt isn’t such a big load for four men. Jimmy can relieve 
Gandi when we’re ready. But first we must attend to 
the burial.” • 

With little difficulty the stretcher be^^ing the body of 
the raider was placed in the grave and, die mcil rapidjy 
filled it in. 

“Isn’t it strange that instead of robbing us the bandits 
enriched us,” mused die girl. “If it hadn’t been for them 
we would never have found the treasure.” t 

“YeSjJPate plays strai^ge pranks,” said Dr. Hewleti. “It 
is a rather fascinating matter to speculate upon the chain 
jof seemingly trivial circumstances whicli so frequently 
leaCi to a momentous event.” 

That’s so;^ assented tlve girl. “If you hadn’t decided 
to bury fhis man here you wouldn’t have found the skull, 
^md if you hadn’t found the sk^ll we wouldn’t have 
discovei^ the chest, and if tjie man hadn’t died thm 
wouSdn’t liave been a grave, and he wouldn’t have died 
if you hadn’t had the house in the irp,*and if they hadn’t 
attacked us we wouldn’t have built that.” 

“And if we hadn’t come to the cay they wouldn’t 
Bkve attacked us,” Tom reminded her. “^You might go 
on backward that way indefinitely, Jimmy. Folr example^ 
if Doc hadn’t been an archaeologist or if you’d married 
and had t^dozen kick and I’d a small town school*, 
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master we wouldn’t have been here. For that.matter if 
there hadn’t been pfrates^or Columbus hadn’t discovered 
America or-” 

• # 

“Hold <m, hojd on!” laughed the scientist. “Yoti’re 
both overlooking the most important matter of all. 
That is the little word ‘ if.* If my one of these various 
events—with million# cf others of which we are ignorant 
—^had not taken place no one can possibly surmise what 
might have occurred. For example, a person may miss a 
train and the train may be wrecked. Every one on it may 
' be killed or injured, and the person ^dll say * if I hadn’t 
missed that train J^would have been killed or hurt/ quite 
ovcglookii^ fact that if he had taken that train it 
might not have been wrecked.” 

“I see your point,” said Jimmy. “If wc hadn’t found 
the treasure by digging a grave wc might have discovered 
it in come other way/* 

“ And* if we don’t get started totiM it to the sloop wc’Il 
never get it aboard,” Tom remirwkd her as he Ifanded 
Sam his shovel and shook die dust from his garments. 

“It seems to me,” said Jimmy as they turned away 
from the grave, “that the strangest thiiiig of all i$< 
that a man who lost his life trying to get die t^asure 
.should have been buricc^ with the treasure clicst beside 
him.” 

“Fate certainly played a practical joke on lum,” said 
Tom. “But it’s nfe joke to dig a gravfe even if there 
" is a treasure at the !>ottom of it. And it isn’t going to be 
a joke to get the treasure to the sloop, either, I sec where 
w« don’t set sai? to-day if we don’t get busy.” 

“Pm^fridd wc will*bc delayed,” agreed the scientist. 
“Jimmy, run down to the sloop and tell Gandi to come 
hm as quickly as possible. The sooner we carry |his gold 
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to the vessel the better. And**—he added —** tell Gandi to 
bring a coil of light rope.** 

“While wre’rc waiting we’ll tran#ifer,the treasure to the 
duffle bag,** he said as the girl hurried aw&y on her 
errand. , 

“I’d hate to try to shoulder that now,” declared Tom as 
the last of the gold was placed in* the strong canvas bag. 
“ flow arc we going to get a grip on it ?” ^ , 

** We aren’t,” Dr. Hewlett replied. “ We’ll lash it between 
these poles and with two men to each pole we’ll have no 
trouble.” • 

Using the rope which the Carib brought they secured 
the heavily-laden bag between the stout hardwood poles 
and lifting it like a sedan chair started on tlieir way 
towards the landing place. 

“It’s funny,” observed Tom as they left the cave, “ that 
we should have come here carrying*a stretcher holding a 
dying pirate and shoyld be leaving carrying a sfretchcr 
holding a pirates’ treasure.” 

“ All beep S['cculatin’ disregardin’ the matter and turnin’ 
’'itVwer and roundabout in me mind, chief,” Sam informed 
•them. “Arid Ah reach the ultimite conclusiveness that 
Ah doil’t make fraid of ghosts no more. Yaas, sir, that 
the truth. What good a ghost if he don’t do he duty? And 
that ghost tlie pirate gent’i;ncn left for to protect he 
treasure don’t even open he mouth for 10 yowl at we, and 
don’t lift he finger to discommodat^ v^e from walkin’ off 
with all the gold. No, sir, chief. All lose me trust in 
ghosts and that tlxe truth. They pure corruption, that 
•Vliat they is.” 

♦ By the time the men reached the landing*"place with 
their precious burden and had stowed it safely aboard the 
sloop, thf sun was low in the west. But there was a light 
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breeze, the tide favourable, and with a treasure 
aboard tlie little vessel aft were more anxious dian ever 
to get safely clear of the cay before lughtfall. • 

“Get uriher wy as soon as you can, Sam,” said Dr. 
Hewlett. “You’re the $kip|>cr now. Just tell us what to do 
and we’ll try to be good handy seamen.” 

Sam grinitcd. “O. k.J chief,” he replied. “Soon’s ever 
Ah h’ist tl^e jib we bound get a-goin’. If Mistress Jimmy 
just holds the tiller and swing he to starbo’d soon’s Ah^ 
cast off we bound drop down with the tide an’ by time w^e 
get the mains’l set we bound fetch the»mouth of the gut,” 
Quickly the ding^, patclicd jib was run iij>, the moorings 
w'crt cast olf, and as the girl swung the tiller to starboard 
the sloop payed off, the canvas flapped luid filled, and W'ith 
a gurgle of water along her sides the vessel slipped away 
from the cay. With Dr. Hewlett and Tom lending a hand 
tile h?g mainsail w'as hoisted and Sam, taking the helm, 
headed fhc slooj/for the narrow entrance to the guje. 

“Well, w^e’re off at last! Good-bye, old cay!” cried 
Jimmy waving her hand towards the rapidly, receding 
sliore. . • 

Dr. Hewlett smiled. “I once knew a s,ea captain whose* 
motto was, * You’re never clear of port until you^e out 
‘of sight of land.* I’ll wait and say farewell to the cay when 
it drops from sight below tl^c horizon astern.” 

“You are a pessimist,” laughed Tom- “In five minutes* 

. more we’ll be out of tljc gut and in the open sea. VTc-” 

Th:jre was a grating sound, the sloop lurched and 
careened and came to a sudden jarring stop. 

Sam dropped the tiljpr, and shouting orders to Gandi’* 
and th* others, sprang to the halliards. “Wa la, we 
aground!” he yelled as the sail came clattering, thrashing 
down on the run. 
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“Aground!*' cried Dr. Hcwlctf. “you’re a fine sailor. 
Now we arc in a fix.” 

Sam who had seized a pole and was sounding with it 
over the sloop’s side straightened up. “Ah a good sailor, 
chief,” he remonstrated. “ We got plenty water here’bout, 
chief. Ah don't know what she make to hit but Ah 
speculate it a old log, chief.” 

“Can’t we push her or tow her off?” asked Tom. 
“We’ve got to get clear somehow.” 

“ We can try,” said the scientist, “ but I doubt if we can 
do so. She’s a heavy boat and she hit hard. Besides, the 
tide’s falling rapidly.” 

Although all pulled, pushed and strained at the oars 
until almost exhausted the stranded vessel refused to 
move an inch and at last they gave up in despair. 

“It’s too bad,” declared Dr. Hewlett. “But accidents 
will happen and of course Sam couldn’t know thei^ was 
a snag of submerged tree here. But there^is no ha6n done 
and luckily it’s almost low tide. When the tide turns we’ll 
soon be afioat.” 

! gue^ your sea captain friend was right,” said Jimmy. 
^“1 shc^ldn^f have said good-bye to the cay so soon.” 
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THE BAT^ OP buccaneer’s CAY 

Thpre war nothing to be done but to make the best of 
the situation, and as Jimmy observed, it was far pleasanter< 
and more comfortable aboard the sloop than it would have 
been in the damp cavern on the cay. • 

“ I don’t^uppose^hcre is any danger,said Dr. Hewlett 
as the last gl^ of the setting sun faded from the western 
sky and darkness shrouded the island and the gut. 
* Nevertheless,” he continued, “I tiiink it advisable to 
maintain a vigilant watch. Those niscals on the islet 
have seen us set sail. Unquestionably they watched us 
and saw us run afoul of whatever we are on. They fiilly 
realise that with the sloop once away from the cay they 
are hopelessly marooned and that as soon as we report 
their activities a police boat will be sent for them. T^at 
was why I was so anxious to get* away beford nightfall-** 
I feared they might cross the gut and attack us. And wliile 
I do not actually believe they will make an effort to 
xecapture the sloop, yet our misfortune in being stranded 
here affords them ^cir last chance.” ^ * 

. “Th^r arc desperatt#enough to try it, I admit,” agreed 
Tom. “But they’ll have to swim or build a raft of some 
sort in order to^o so. As they could not have foreseen 
due we W9uld run aground it isn’t likely they were 
prepared for the eventuality. And they’d have a hard 
job to build a raft in time to come here before the tide 

rises aiKl we’re afloat. I don’t think there’s the least 

tSx 
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danger, but I agree with you that we should keep someono 
on guard.” 

“We bound be on watch, ^ief/ Sam reminded them, 
“Howsomcver we goin* for to know when wi float ’less 
we keep watch? Yaas, sir, Ah’m a proper s^lor, chief, 
and you says Ah’m cap’n. Ah learn a long time ago that 
all good cap’ns keeps he watch-and-watch and keeps 
lights bumin’. Yaas, sir.” 

“You can omit the lights,” Dr. Hewlett told him. “No 
fear of another vessel running into us here, and they’d 
merely aid tliose pirates if they should attack us. But I’m 
glad you understand the need of maintaining a watch. 
You’re a better sailor than 1 thought, Sam#** 

“ Yaas, sir, thank you kindly, chief,” grinned the Negro. 
“Ah ’spect you and Master Tom and Mistress Jimmy 
better cotch some sleep. You bound for woken when ride 
makes and we h’ist sail just past fliidnight. Alt’ll \)e on 
watcl^ with Gandi and you can rest tXsy, chief. Ain’t 
any one goin’ come hunibuggin’ round hereabout without 
we detectyi’ he presumptiousness, no, sir.” 

•■“.Righf you are,” said Tom. “I’m dead tired und I’ll 
"bet you oftiers are, toa It’s no easy work digging a 
grave—even if there is treasure at the bottom of it. And 
this shoulder of mine aches like blazes.” 

“Oh Tom!” cried Jimmy., “Fd forgotten about your 
' w6und. And there you’ve been working and digging as 
hard as any one.” , 

“ By Jove, yes!” exclaimed the scientist. “ You shouldn’t 
have done so, my boy. I must be getting very absent- 
minded. 1, also, forgot your b;id shoulder. Why bn 
earth didn’t you remind me of it ?” * * 

Tom grinned. “To tell the truth I forget all about it 
myself,” he said. “I got tired and sick of hanging about 
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not doing my share just because of a lame shoulder, and 
made up my mind to do my bit. Then when we found the 
skeleton and the treasure ch<^t I was so interested I forgot 
I had an arm. It% all right, anyway. Just a little sore and 
lame.** * 

‘‘A good rest will 6p us all a world of good,** declared 
Dr. Hewlett. “^Wc’vc been having a mighty strenuous 
time the past two days and practically no sleep last night. 
We’d better turn in and get what sleep we can before the 
tide rises.” 

Far more weary and sleepy thad they themselves 
realised, fq;r they Ifod been sustained by excitement and 
nerVbs, the tllrce fell asleep almost instantly, leaving 
Sam and the Carib on watch. 

Gandi, who never seemed to require sleep, and who 
had*llpne little hard ^ork during the day, was as wide 
awake ^d alert jus ever, but Sam soon became dfowsy. 
Yawning prodigiously, he paced back and forth along the 
deck striving to keep awake. But as the hours passed 
and only the hoarse cries of night birds in tlitf^swam^ 
the chirp of insects from the shore and thc,| 3 jurmbr*of 
rippling water alongside the sloop broke the silence of 
.the night, he seated himself upon a coil of rope, leaned 
back against the furled jib, and telling Gandi to arouse 
him in fifteen minutes, was Instantly asleep. . 

It seemed to San» as if he had barely 'dosed his eyes 
’when a touch on Kil shoulder awakened him. *‘Mc 
hearum paddle,” the Indian whispered, “Some feller 
makeum come tl!is side.” 

Instantly the Negro ^as wide awake, all his faculties 
on the alert. Stepping silently to the sloop’s rail he 
leaned over, cocked his head on one side and strained 
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his em for any suspicious iu>iaes issuing from dui 
blackness. 

For a moment he heard nothing Then from somewhere 
came the sound of a soft splash and the eJmosc inaudible 
dick of wood striking on wood. Hurrying aft, Sam 
aroiised the two white men. “Hist, chief!” be warned 
them. “Ah hears a paddle. Th^’s boat comin* down 
the gut.” 

“It must be those scoundrels!” exclaimed the scientist 
in a subdued whisper. 

“Is your gun loaded, Tom? We’ll give them a warm 
reception. Jimmy, you stay in the cabin. Don’t you dare 
come out.” 

Crouching behind the rail the four men waited. The 
sounds of an approaching craft of some sort were plainly 
audible and now and then the men aboard the sloop 
caught the tones of lowered voicesl? But so dark wiis the 
night ^and so deceptive the sounds that ix was im'possible 
to be certain whether the invisible men were a hundred 
yards or a hundred feet distant. Then—^“Me seeum!” 
W!!iispcred the Carib, pointing. * 

* The othc^ strained their eyes staring into the inky 
blackness. For a moment they saw nothing. Then a 
dariter shadow moved across the dark surface of the water * 
barely twenty yards from th? sloop. 

* *^It’s a raft of some sort, crowded with men,** an* 
nounced Dr. Hewlett in a whisper^ 

“Shall I shoot?” Tom asked. 

“Not yet. Wait for them to make the first move,** the 
scientist replied. “I-” 

“Wa la!” ejaculated Sam, in his excitement forgetting 

to lower hb voice. “ Look the others alongside. They- * 

His words were drowned by the report Oandi*s gun, 
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and in the tnom^t^ flash of the discharge the others 
caught a fleeting glimpse of a rude raft, bearing several 
men, within a diizen feet of the sloop's stem. Instantly 
the nigflt wan filled with shouts, curses and yells, while 
howls o^pain gave evidence that the Carib’s shot had not 
all been wasted. 

“ Here they come!''Shouted the sdentist, leaping up and 
seizing a boot hook. “Let them have it, Torn!” 

Dual flashes stabbed the blackness and two reports 
thundered like one as Tom fired both barrels at the dira 
figures madly urging their crude esaft towards the sloop. 
Screams of agony and blistering oaths came from the 
rEiders. *G«ns flashed and roared. Shot and bullets ripped 
through the furled canvas and splintered the woodwork 
all about the defenders of tlie sloop. 

the first shot Dr. Hewlett had ducked back in the 
Stater of the bulwshks beside the others, and no one was 
injuitd. 

** Is any one hurt ? Are you all right screamed Jimmy 
from the cabin. “ It’s terrible to be here not knowing what 
is happening.” * , • 

“ We’re all right,” yd led Tom. “ Lie flafWl the floor aftd 
keep quiet. A stray bullet might get you. Wc-” 

Another fusillade from the raiders cut his words short. 
The report of Gandi’s ancient weapon and the roar of 
Tom’s shotgim answered, and the niglu^was hidcou^with 
the threats, cura!b,« screams, shouts and groans of the 
atiackers. 

“Judging bj the racket they make any one would think 
the^ are scores of t\f.e rascals,” growled the scientist as 
there •was* a momentary lull in the battle. 

“Probably think they’ll make us believe there arc,” 
muttered Tom. I’m getting sick of this. Pve «been using 
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fives just to pepper ’em and drive^ ’em pff. But Til see 
how they like double B’s.” 

The agonised howls that ^followed the discharge 
"proved that the heavy shot had found nfi)re tfian one 
mark. There were no answering shots, and the defenders 
felt that the skirmish was won when §am uttered a wild 
yell and leaped aft, brandishing an iron bejaying^pm in 
one hand and his gleaiping bush-knife in the other. The 
others turned to see three men clambering over the sloop’s 
rail, and instantly dashed to Sam’s aid. But the Negro 
was in no need of assis*bance. With a horrifying thud the 
heavy iron pin descended on the head of one scoundrel, 
who collapsed like an empty sack and splashed overboard. 
The long-bladcd knife slashed to right and left, and with 
howls of pain, as the keen steel ripped through garments 
and flesh, the oilier two raiders leaped into the water 
vanished ^ the gloom. , „ 

" Sam ttimed, tossed aside his belaying pin and wiped 
the knife on a coil of line. “They pure corruption, chief," 
he ofcscrved.as he sheathed the weapon. “Yaas, sir,*they 
thf sabi^ specie along with cockroaches and scorpions, 
and that« the truth. Ah ’spcct they don’t trouble we no 
more, chief, Wc see the last of they. The voices is gettin’ 
more’n more fainty." 

“Yes, they’ve cleared out," agreed Dr. Hewlett. “I 
wonder if any w^e killed. Bad as they' are I somehow 
dislike the idea of having taken human lives." 

“I don’t," declared Tom. “I hope the casualties were 
dkmed heavy. And there’s no question about the fellow^ 
SRm hit. Gosh, it sounded like hitting a ripe jpumpkin 
with an axe." 

“Can I come out now?” Jimmy called, caudously 
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raising her head ^bove^the companionway. * The fighting 
is all over, isn’t it?” 

“Come ahead,? Tsiin to]d her. “The war’s©ver and the 
enemy ^ i^ominiously retreated.” 

Sam Qocked his head on one side. ** Beggin’ you pardon, 
chief, does you n|ind speakin’ that word once more?” 
he dSked. 

Then, as ^^m laughingly repeated it, the Negro 
chuckled. “Ah sure do like he sound,” he declai^jd, 
“Ah bound find a place for he in me vocabuKition, yaiis, 
sir,” • 

“Him feller enakeum go cayside,” annoimccd Gandi, 
who was (leaning <md reloading his gun. 

“Nearest refuge, of course,” remarked the sdentist* 
“Well, they’re welcome to it.” 

,^^Say what happened to your gun, Gaijdi?” evclaimcd 
Tom. “I just hapjfcned to think that I didn’t hear that 
fizz-Boom-baifi. Sounded like gk real gun fou wctr 
shooting.” 

The Carib hesitated, a somewhat embarrass^! expression 
on His face. “Him feller gun speakum all •same^dUder 
gun,” he replied at last. “Me loadum fWtttty. d.oaduhi 
good powder all same you useum. Fizz boom* powder 
plenty good for shootum game. Must for loadum good 
powder for shootum maij.” 

“Good Lord, he loaded that old gas pipe with my 
nitrate powder!^ ^ied Tom. “I wondered ‘why the 
other canister had been opened. It’s a miracle it didn’t 
blow him and his gun to smithereens I No wonder it 
** speakum all same c^der gun.’” 

“Him Teller good gun, me sabby,” declared the Indian. 
“Him no bustum,” 

“It must be—a good gun, to have stood th^t,” said the 
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scientist “But don*t you go trjfing ^y more tridcs. 
. You stick to your own powder, sabby 

Sam suddenly leaped to his fot. Bin yii«» he shouted. 
' “Wfe’floatl Whilst we confabulatin’ the tide is rise and 
we driftin’. Ilcy you, Gandi, catchum hold this rope and 
makeum h’ist jib. Just grab the tiller^ mistress, and keep 
she steady-like whilst we h’ist sail. Wc bound te be 
gettin’ under way mejst ignominiously,” ’ . 

7om and the scientist roared with laughter as they 
gave Sam a hand at the halliards. “ So you found a place 
for the word in your vdcabulary f ” said Tom as the halliards 
were belayed and Sam took the tiller. * , 

“Fortunately, Sam doesn’t always mean estactly what 
he says,” remarked the scientist. 

“I’ll bet the survivors of those pirates mean exactly 
what they’re saying about us,” declared the girl. ^ 
Tom cjjiucklcd. “ What a jolt they’ll get if they start 
diggingvin the cave and come across * their defunct 
comrade and that empty chest.” 

, “And to think that we actually are sailing off with the 
trcasiire!” cried Jimmy. “I can’t really believe if yet. 
Who sa^> arcK^logy isn’t a profitable profession?” 

“Wa lal” shouted Sam. “We clear the gut. Yaas, sir, 
we past the mouth. We in open sea now. Yaas, sir, we 
homeward bound for true I ” 

% t 




THE END 










